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To the Right Worſhipful 
and truly Religious Eſquire, 
Mr. E. BENLOWES 
of *Brent-Hall in Effex. 


" AT OY 
Wifheth Internal , External, and 
Eternal Happineſs. 


YT was well anſwered by him, who being 
$ bed, What this life was ? ſaid thus, 
It is nothing elſe but the Meditation 
of Death. If a Man ſhould ach me, What 
time is, 7 think 1 mizht fitly anſwer thus, 
It 1s nothing- elſe but the Meditation of 
Eternity. Our Life 7s -bxt 2a Poſting unta. 
Death, and our Time a ſhort days fail un» 
to Eternity. Tin this Time of life we are 
as Pilgrims and Strangers, travelling to- 
wards our Ccocleſtial Country. We are as 
Satfors, bound for the Haven of Eternity. 
But 'we muſt -run through many troubles be- 
fore we can t9ime to our Journeys end We 
muſt ſail through "ſalt and” bitter : waters, 
and paſs throuzh the Gulf of Death, before 
we can come to Land. There is a Land which 
i calkd, The Land of the Living 3'.an4 
there is.a Land which is called, The _ 
coat AZ b 


| - The Epiſtle 


of flortor and Deſpair : There is 4 two-/ 


fold Eternity 3 either of the Bleſſed, or of 


[ the Curſed ; Tyere is a twofold Life after 
Death 3 either in Eternal Joys, or Eternal 


{| never ſhall have end : Tt is' good whilſt we 
are on the way to think upan our Journeys 
cnd ; It 7s good in Time, whilſt we are 
ſailing, to have an: eye- ftill upon our Com- 
| | - paſs, and «think upon Eternity. -75' think 
{| apon Eternity, 7s a Soveraign Preſervative, 
| to keep us from falling into Sin: To think 
| pon Eternal Joys, ſweetens the ſalt and- bit- 
| ter-waters of Sorrows and Aﬀritions : T5- 
| thinb upon Eternal Puniſhments; makes us 
| not. to fet our bearts upon Temporal De-; 
| 

f 

f 


bs 


f | lights and Pleafures., Heaven, is here, on 


oxr thoughts to meditate apon # : And Hell 

may far ever be eſcaped, if by ſerious and fre-. 
{| gent thoughts thereof, here in this life, we 
| deſcend/-into it. Such thoughts as theſe 
| mnved Drexelius to write theſe CONSIDE- 
| RATIONS; and me alſo to tran{ate them. 
{| -Haiwrotp upon 4 general Subje&:; . and .e- 


[ he wrote, he intended: for a publick, benefit 3 
fi andfo did T in the Tranſlation of it. 1 hope 
{ | He end His ſhall find never the worſe. enter- 

| tainment, becauſe He is a Stranger, and 
| | h ene 


« 


1- A. 


| Puniſhments. 'It 7s good therefore in this. 
{. ſhort life, to think upon that Life which | 


Earth n part; enjoycd, whileft we raiſe, up 


| | mery Man may: challenze a part init.” What. 


Dedicatory. 


cane from beyond Seas. It is the honaur of our 
s Nation to be hind and courteo:zs unto Stran- 
gers. » He was commended unt) me by a Tras. 
veller, a mnjt religinus and learned Gentle= 
man. (Be not anzry with me, Mr. Benlowes, 
if] ſay, He was as like you as can be in every 
reipe& : for indeed he was) bred and brought 
up in the Romiſh Religion, and ſent beyond 


* Seas to -be confirmed in it, but yet brought - 


Z- home azain by divine providence and reſtored 
8 to. bis Mtther the Church vf England, for 
| tbe Converſion, I hope, of many, ſingled out” 
of all hs kindred to be a moſt zealous Prote-: 

ant ; born to good Fortunes, and yet not 
gven to Pleaſures, wedded to his Books and 
Devotions, ſpending what ſome call idle * 
time in the beſt. company for the edifying him- 
felf or. others , counting nothing good which 
he poſſeſſeth, but only that which he doth good 
withal ; taking more care to lay out his money 
for the good of others, than others in laying up 
money for themſelves. To conclude, A Gen- + 
tleman of whom I may moſt truly ſay, That 
| his. Converſation 15s in Heaven, hy Diſcourſe 
on things above, and his thoughts «pon E- 
ternity.; Uponſuch a mans commendation as 
this, Icould not but take 'a libing to the party 
commended, and the more T grew acquainted 
with him, I liked him. It is the counſel of 
Harace. " 


N 
| Tux 
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The Epiſt'e. 


Tu. quem commendes etiam atque etiam 


aſpice|: ne mox 


Incutiant aliena tibi 'commiſſa puds- 


rem. | 
Believe me, Mr. Benlowes, Thave had ſuch 
experience of this party, whom here I com- 


mend unto you, that F dare confidently ſay, | 


Tf you entertain him into your ſervice, you 
ſhall newer repent you of it. Pltlip of Mace- 


don appointed one every morning to- ſalute WP 
him with a Memento of Mortality : Drexe-' | 
- Hhus his office ſhall be, if you pleaſe, To be 


your Remembrancer, and eveiy Morning, 
Aon, and Evening, to round you in the 
ear with a Memento of Eternity. But I 
know, that 3s ſo often in your thoughts, that 
you need mt any to put 'you in Remembrance 


of it. Neither yet do T intend here, though . 


T have a fair occafion, to run over the Cata- 
logue of your Chriſtian, Vertues, ſpecinlly 
that part of Chriſtian twins, your Piety and 
Temperance, with your Charity and Boun- 
ty. For the firſt, they. that daily converſe 
-with -you, Cannot. but. free how your .comverſs 


with them.” The other pair go along with you 


whereſever you.go, .and though you, deſire to 
hide them, cannot be. concealed ; tn" ſpeci, 
many papr Scdolard, godly. an devout Mi- 
miſters 7n the Univerfity and abroad, y [2 
eral Colledges, have had a feeling them- 


ſelves of them, and cannat but make them 


© con{pt- 


Fa 
o 


| Pedicatory. 


{| Bon picuon, nay palpable to others. Theſe 
/ Fall praiſe you in your abſence : for my part, 1 
. "BY! net {ove to praiſe a Man to his face. But 
&/ the living hold their peace, the dead ſhall 
' wiſe up and praije you, I mean, thoſe many 
Find excellent Books, together with other 
Fare monuments purchaſed at a great price 
phich without any ſolicitatim at all, out 
vreer affetion you bore to Saint John's Col- 
Wedge in Cambridge, where y9u_ were ſome- 
\ Fimes a Student, you have beſtowed on their 
ELibrary : Their Library, but the- moſt mag- 
- Sificent work, and Eternal Monument of 
; he Mecacnas: of our Aze, John Lord Biſhop 
- Wf Lincoln, and trae lover of Learning, and 
' {Patron of Scholars. And mw it appears, 
: Br. Benlowes, that you have leſs need of 
\ EDrexclius his ſervice than before. But how- 
ſoever, I pray you, entertain him : Let him 
ave but the hawur” to wear your Cogni- 
ſance, and b»th He and I will pit it upon 
the file of Thankful Remembrance, and 
regiſter it far a ſingular a of your Bene- 
| Fftcence. Pardon my boldneſs tn this + and. 
\ command me in what - liberal ſervice you 
; Wptcaſe, | 


- Ralph Winterton. 
* From Kinzs Coll. | * 


- June 1, 1532, CA 
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F any Man, more curious in ccnſuring | 
*. what,is done, for a, common. good, ra- | 
ther: than ſtudious. himſelf to promote it, | 
ſhould-queſtion me for. medling in another 
TMans profeſſion, I might anſwer him in his 
own kind by way of queſtion, as Xenedeamu 
10 Terence. anſwered . Chremes finding fault 
with him, Tantumze abs ve tua eft otzi tiki, 
Aliena #t.-ckres, eague mhil que ad te atti- 
rient.? Haſt thou io. much. leiſure as to, 
meddle.with-that which nothing concerns. 
thee ? ber 
. But to, ſatisfie thee (Courteous Reader) 
who intendeſt, I know, with the Bye,to ga- 
ther Hney out of this garden of. Eternyty, 
and: not Poyſon. with the. Spider 3 I hold. it, 
fit to acquaint thee; with the/truc occaſion, 
that-moved me to. tranſlate, this book. Ng, 
Divine I am indeed, neither yet.can I be 
1f-I would never ſo fain : I would I were 
but worthy the name of a Phyſician! But 
howſoever beihg deſtinated by the ſtatutes 
af. my private Coledze to the ſtudy of Phy- 
ſick , in the firſt place I thought good- to 
ſpend ſome time in Arithmetich,,. as being 
a neceſſary inſtrument and help 10 my Pro- 
h ſeſſion ; 


To the Reader. 


Feſſwon : In which 1 made fome progreſs, 


paſſing from Numeration, Addition, Sub- 


# (trafFion, Multiplication, Diviſion, Redy- 
3 dion, to the Golden Rule, or the Rule of 
3 Three, The' Rule of Falſhood, The Rule of 


Proportion, and the ' Rules of Soctety, and * 
the reſt. But the knowledge of this coſt me 
fo dear,that I was forced to leave the ſtudy 
of it : For many nights together I was con- 
ſtrained edrrvr' my will to praQtife Nume- 
ration oftner than I would,telling the Clock, 
and could take but little reſt. Whereupon 
F reſolved with my: ſelf to leave the Arith- 
metich Schoot, and fo'I went unto the Phy- 
ich and Muſick-Schoots, imploring at one 
and the fame time Hippocrates and the 
Muſes. For at that time I turned the firſt 
book of Hippocrates his Aphoriſms into 
Greek verſes, hoping to procure reſt by Phy- 
ck and the Muſick of Poetical Numbers ; 


| by which I found ſome reſt indeed ; (And 


herefore ſirice, T have well nigh finiſhed at 


Wparc hours the other fix books; -which, if 


30d permit, may ere my fee light.) But 
though I ' found fome reſt, yet T-did not 
ſleep fo foundly as at other times. Sor I 
left the Temple of Hippocrates and the *Mu- 
es, and 'betook my ſelf untothe Sanduary, 
0 learn of David divine Arithmetich,which 
onfifteth in'the due numbring of the days 
ff this ſhort life,” by comparing them = 
| t 


%% 


Toghe Reader. 


the years of Eternity :' And: fo & fell upon 
tranſlating this book of Eternity. An 


this I found by daily experience to be th 


beſt #Hypnoticon, that ever, I uſed; for i} 


brought me to reft better than, if I had ta 
ken Dzacodion. Thus I found the old ſay 


ing true, where Philoſphy ends, there Phyi 
ſich begins, and where Phyſich ends, thei 
Ditantty begs ; which I intcrpret thus (at 
I found 1t true by experience : ) Whey 


Philoſophy by accident had done me harn 


and Phyſich could do me little good, I founs 
_ perfedt help in Divinity. And having foung 


fo much good by this book my ſelf, 1 coull 
not le fo:envious as not impart 1t unto 0 
thers for a Sovereizn Medicine, ta procur 
quiet ſleep. Neither is 1t good for that oz 
ly (but far unlike to other medicines; whic 
are only .good for ſome one diſeaſe, an 
falling into unskiltul -hands oftentimes d 
more harm than good ) it is a Medic: 
fittirig all Ages, Complexions, Condition 
Places, Parts, Diſeaſes, Spiritual, and Coi 
poral whatſoever : It 15 a Medicine Prefe, 
vative, Curative, Reſtorative : It is an 4 
tidote againſt the poyſon of fin : It 1s D 
&amnum to drive out the fiery darts of $ 

tan : It is Catholicon to purge out all 11! h 

mours. It is better than Exhilarans G al 


| nl, x0 chear the Heart oppreffed with 3 
holy ; It is an Acopon for all wearincl 


lanc 
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I an Amdymn for all pains, a Panchreſtos 


To the Ready. 


profitable for all things, or A-goad. It 
1s Panacea, Hearts-eaſe, All-heal, Tt 1s a 


8 rich Treaſury for Engliſhmen, A flore- 


houſe for the diſeaſed, and, The ready way 


# to long life, even to blefſed Eternity, Let 
4 no Man now challenge me for uſurping 
4 .another Mans Office, or treſpaſſing upon 
a Divines, I cannot ſee but. Divines and 
' Phyſicians may well agree together : Botl: 


are buſted about curing of Diſeaſes cither 


| Sprritual or Corporal : And here is a Med!- 
& cine for both. Take it and uſe it, Chri- 


ſtian Reader ; and thou ſhalt find by thine 
own experience that it hath all the Virtues 
ahove-menttoned. | 

So I commend thee to the Phyſician 
both of Body and Soul, and heartily deſire 
thy Temporal and Eternal Healthand Wel- 


fare. 


. Ralph Winterton, 


From Kings Coll. 
June 1, 1632, 
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brought me to reft better than.if I had ta 
ken Dzacodian. . Thus I found the: old ſay 


ing true, where Philoſophy ends,” there Phy 


fich begins; and where Phyſick ends, thel , 


Divinity. begins z which I 1intcrpret thus (a 
I fouhd it true by cxperience : ) Whe 
Philoſophy by accident had done me harn 
and_ Phyſich could do me little good, I foun 


_ perfedt help in Divinity. . And having foun( 
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not be fo:envious as not impart it unto c 


| thers for a Sovereizn Medicine,..ta procur 


quiet ſleep. Neither is it good for that or 
ly (but far unlike to other medicines; whic 
are only good for ſome one diſeaſe, an 


| falling into unskiltul hands oftentimes d 


more harm than good ) it 1s. a Medici 
fitting all Ages, Complexions, Condition. 
Places, Parts, Diſeaſes, Spiritual, and Co, 
poiral, whatſoever : It is a Medicine Prefe 
vative, Curative, Reſtorative : It is an 41 
tidote againſt the poyſon of fin : It 1s D 
damnum to drive out the fiery darts of $ 


- tan: It is Catholicon to purge out all 111 h 


mours. ** It is better than Exhilarans Gal 
ni, ns chear the Heart opprefled with 3 
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lancholy : It is an Acopon for all wearinclY. 


fare. 


To the Readexy. 


an Amdynon for all pains, a Panchreſtos 
profitable for all things, or A/-goad, It 
15 Panacea, Hearts-eaſe, All-heal, 'It 1s a 
rich Treaſury for Engliſhmen. A flore- 
houſe for the diſeaſed, and, The ready way 
to long life, even to blefled Eternity, Let 


gs no Man now challenge me' for uſurping 
'& .another Mans Office, or treſpaſſing upon 
a Divines, I cannot ſee but Divines and 
'$ Phyſicians may well agree together : Botl 


are buſted about curing of Diſeaſes cither 
Sprritual or Corporal : And here is a Medi- 


J cine for both. Take it and uſe it, Chri- 


ſtian Reader ; and thou ſhalt find by thine 
own experience that it hath all the Virtues 
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A OUpon. 


And, what is Time ? It $s by Poets call'd, \ 


Upon this Book of Eternity. | 


0 reach Eternity our thoughts freit - 
| climbe | i 
On the ſucceſſive ſteps and ſtairs of Time. © 


— 


And by mot Painters reprefented bald : #r- 
But Poets and the Painters are too bold, 
For Time was never yet a Minate old: Þ 
Nor yet, God Saturn-like, doth it devour | 
The itfue which it breeds : For every hour 
Were then a Murderer.But white we ſtrain, 1 
And all created Natures for to gain f 
Time to their Inch of Being 3 in the. ſtrife | 
They quite burn out the Tapey of their lite} 
But what's Eternity 2, Good Reader, look, | 
Not on my Verſes, but upon this Book : 
Which I do wiſh (and yet no harm)umay be 
To all erelaſting, Stationer, but to thee, 


Richard Williams. 


J Upon this Book of Eternity. 


ZF Ook 03 the Glaſs of Mans Mortality; 

i B: hold the Mirror of Eternity. | 
mit Frhis Boob is both : ; Herein behold thy foal : 
b t waxeth old ; thy Glaſs doth run apace. 
Jt is appointed all Men once to dic z 

\nd after Death ſucceeds Eternity. 

his 7 ife's no Life, which Time doth com- 
I prehend, 

But that's true Life indeed, which knows 
- 3 noend: 

ur Fhis Book will teach thee fo to live and die, 
12,F hat thou may'ſt live unto Eternity. 

= | Thomas Gouge. 
k, | 


4 


. Upon this Book of Eternity. 


His Book's a Nautich Chard ; which 
; kept 1 in Eye, 
Doth point at thi, Haven of bleſt Eter nity. 
FO bleſſed Heaven.) At which: if thou 
wouldſt Land. 
ct not this Chard depart out of thine 
Lo / 
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]. Eternity doth not only cut off all comfort 
and eaſe, but even all hope alſo. Ig1 


11. Eternity 7s a Sea,and a three-headed Hy- 


dra : It is alfo a fountain of all joy. 195 


| HI. How ſweet and prectous the taite of E- 


ternity zs | 209” 
The Ninth Conſideration. 


Seven Concluſions about thcfe Confidera- 
tions of Eternity. 215, 227, 219, 221. 
223, 227, 23ls 

I. The Puniſhments of Eternal death. 242 
I. The reward of Eternal life. 253 


| II. The Concluſion of all. 267 
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Conſiderations 


Upon 
ETERNITY. 


THE FIRST 
CONSIDERATION, 


What Eternity i ? 


Hiero King of, Sicily, What th. 1. 
Gol was, defired one day de Nqt. 
to conſider upon it: and after Deor. \. 
one day paſt, having not yet 
found 1t out, defired yet two days more to 
conſider further upon it ; and after two 
days, he defired three : and to conclude 
at length he had no anſwer to return unto 
the King but this, That the more he. 
thought upon it, the more ſtill he might; 
for the further he buſted himſelf jm the 
ſearch thereof, the further he was from 
B 2 - finding 
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2 | The firſt Conſuderation 
finding it. The thing that we are here now 
to contider upon 1s Eternity : and the firſt 
queſtion that offers it ſelf unto our con- 
| fideration 1s, What Eternity is ? 
Lib. |'s, Boetius faith, That 1t 1s altoge- 
de Cinſ. ther and at once, the 1intire and 
perfe& poſſeſſion of a life that 
never ſhall have an end. And let no man 
take it 1ll, 1f we ſay that 1t cannot be 
known, and that the more we ſearch into 
it, the more we loſe our ſelves in the 
' ſearch of it. For, how can that be defined 
which hath no bounds or limits? If a- 
ny man urge us further and defire us to 
ſhadow it out, at leaſt by ſome, though 
obſcure, defcriptiun : our anſwer 1s, That 
it may cafier be done. by declaring what 
It 15 not, rather than what it is ; fo 
doth. Plato concerning God : | 
In Ti- What God %, ſaith he, that I F 
mae? know not ? What he is nt, that I 
know. So Auguſtine Biſhop of 
Hippo, in his fixty fourth Sermon upon 
the words of our Lord, deſcriteth the true 
beatitude which is in Heaven, by remo- 
ving from it the very thought of all evil. 
We may more eaſily find, faith he, what 3s 
_ mot there, than what s. In Heaven there 
neither grief; nor ſorrow, nor penury, wr 
defett, nor diſeaſe, nor death, nor any evil. 
So rhay we lay concerning Eternity, For 
| whatſocver 
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upon Fternity. 


whatſoever in this life we either ſee with 


our eyes,or let in by our outward 
{cnſes, that 1s not Eternal, For 
the things that are ſeen , ſaith 
St. Paul, are temporal, but the 
things which are not ſeen are Eternal. fence 
every man-may ſay, This my joy, theſe 
my pleaſures and delights, this treaſure, 


2 Cor. 
4 18. 


this honour, this 1tately building, this life 


of mine, all 1s Tranſttory,.. nothing Eter- 
nal. A man can point at nothing which 


ſha] not perifh and have an end. Indeed 


ne ignorant multitude uſe to ſpeak after 
this inanner. This Structure 15 for Eter- 
nity, this Monument 1s everlaſting. And 
the impatient Man is wont to complain 
that his pains are without end. But theſe 
Eternittes are very ſnort, and a Man may. 
eaſily in words comprehend them : Say 
what thou canſt of the true Eternity, thon 
muſt needs come far ſhort of 1t. | 
So ſaith Auguſtine ; Thou ſayeſt Tn Pſal. 
of Eternity whatſoever thou wilt : 65. 
But therefore thou ſaye(t whatſ9- 
ever thou wilt, becauſe thou canſi not ſay all, 
ſay what thou wilt : But therefore thou 
muſt needs ſay ſomething , - that ſtill thou 
mayeſt have ſomething to thinh which thou 
canſt- not ſay. Tiiſmegiftus ſaith, 
That the Soul is the Horizon of In Afs 
Fime and Eternity: For, in that clep. 
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4 The firſt Confideration 


it 15 immortal, 1t 1s partaker of Eternity 3 


and in that it is infuſed by God into the 


Body, it is partaker of Time. But before 


we] proceed any further, for orders ſake : 
tet us ſee what Men of former times, Ro- 7 
mans 5 Grectans 5 Ezyptians b and others, | 


have thought of Eternity, For they ac- 


knowledge it for certain, and repreſented | 


it divers ways, 


/ CHAP. hb 


What Men of former times have thought of 
Eternity ; and how they have repreſen- 


Irſt of all, they have repreſented 

| Eternity by a Ring, or a Circle, which 
hath neither, beginning nor ending, which 
1s proper only to God's Eternity : ſeeing 
therefore that God 1s Eternal, and his df- 
ration is properly called Eternity, the. Ezyp- 
tiaps uſed to ſignifie God by a Circle. And 
the Perſians thought they honoured God 


moſt, when going up to the top of the 


higheſt Tower, they called him the Czrcle 
of Heaven. And it was a cuſtom among 
the [Turks ( as Pierizs teacheth at large) 
to cty out every morning from an Ingh. 


Tower, God always was, and always will 


' be; and then to ſalute their AMuhomet : 
The 


«pon Eternity. 
The Surazens alſo uſed to call God a Cir- 
cle. MAfercuriuzs Trilmegilius, whom I na- 
med bcfore, the molt memorable amonzit 
Philoſophers, ( who wrote more Boks 
than any mortal Man befide, if we may 
belicve Seleucis, and Menecers) ſaid, That 
God was an 1atcliectual Sphere , "whoſe 


Centre 1s every where, and Circumference | 


no where : becauſe God's Majeſty and im- 
menſity are terminated no where. For 
this cauſe the Antients built untq their 
gods Temples for figure round, So Numa 
Porrtilins 1s faid to have conſecrated to 
Veſta a round Table at Rome. So Auguftis 
Ce/ar, in the name of Azrippa, dedicated 
to all the gods a round _—_— and called 
it Panthem. Hereupon Pythazoras, to 
thew God's Eternity, ta une 11s Scholars to. 
ay, him, turmng their bodtcs round 
ut. And there was)a Statute made by 
—"a ( as Braſs -witnefſeth ) That 
they which were atout to worſhip God, 
ſhould turn themſelves round. Therefore 
God 1s according to the Artients, a Circle, 
but/a Circle without a Periphery « or Circum- 
ference, : whoſe Centre is every where 3 be- 
cauſe God is the beginning and _— of all 
things. Whereupon Job moſt Job 6. 
juſtly cries out, Behold, God 7s 3 
great, and we bmw him not, net- 
ther can the number of his years be ſearched out, 
B 4 Again,. 
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g-- 3 : 
Again, emcy have repreſented Eternity 


a |S>pere and a Globe, Therefore Fau- 
#; nd the Emprefs had mony itampt after 
tis Hgure and ſupericript: ON 3 There was 
ft Globe on winch the Empreſs fate ſtretch- 
13s forth one hand, and holding in the 
other a Scepter with this Ir {cription , 
ETIERNIT Y. Hence it was tFat 
many of the Antients thought the Worid 
tw be Eternal, becauſe it was Round! , 
whom Saint Baſil anſwers very fitly, Let 
the World be a Circle ; but the beginning of 
the Circle ts the Centre. 

fn the third place they have repreſented 
Etertity by a Seat : by which is figniticd 
Eternal Reſt. The Naſamones, a certain 
People of Africa, for the moſt part did 
rot only breath out their laſt fitting upon 
a Seat, but alſo deftired to be buried atter 
that poſi ition, as having then. attained to 
Eternity, and a long cellation from all 
their labours: As in many places at this 
day Kings and Emperours are found ſitting 
in Vayltz under the Earth, in ftilence ard 
mournfal Mai-ſty, And it was ufual with 
ine Romans to fup port with ſuch hike the 
molten {tatues of their deceaſed Empcrors, 
as having then the fruition of Eternity. 
Some there are that thus rcafon with 
themlſclves pH rang Bebold, I have 
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upon Eternity. 7 


caxes and labours: But now why do L 
not take ſome reſpite ? Why do I not make 
fome pauſe ? Why do I not reſt from my. 
labours ? I have labeured long enough : 
let others labour as much as I have done 3 
for my part Fle rcſt now, and take mine 


eaſe. So they ſet up their ſeats, and pro-- - - "+ 


miſe unto: themſelves days of reft : but 
( alas! ) they are of-no long continuance” 
They ſet up their ſeats, and embrace 
their eaſe ; but neither in due time nor 
place, Oh! how truly and devoutly doth 
that Golden Book, of the Imitation of 
Chriſt, give us a pull by the ear, 
in theſe words, Diſpoſe and order Kemps, 
all things according to thine own lib, 1. 
will, and the luſt of thine own c. 12. 
eyes, and yet thou ſhalt never find, 
bat thou ſhalt alwayes ſuffer one thing, ov 
other, either willinzly or by conſtraint, and 
fo thou ſhalt always find a Croſs. - The whole 
life of Chriſt was a Croſs, and Martyr- 
dom ; and doft thou ſeck reſt and. plea» 
ſure ? Therefore we muft ſct up our feat 
in Heaven, and not here, for here arhongſt 
ſo many troubles 1t can never ftand quiet 3 
and though all. other things ſhould ſpare, 
yet death at length will overturn... There 
15 no true reſt to be hoped for, but that 
which is Eternal.” But if there be any reſt 
in this life, this it-is. For a Man to coms 
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8 The firſt Conſoderation 


* mit hiitſelf, and all that is his to the will 
of God, to put hi whole truſt and confi- 
dence in-him, and\to account all - other 

things befide, but vain. Sd. are 
Ecclus, we taught 1n Ecclefraſticus , Truſt 
II. 21, in God, and abide in thy peace, 

Without this reſt of the Soul all 
other things are meer troubles, a meer 
Sea of tempeſtuous Waves, and the very 
preſence of Hell. ButI return to the An- 
cients. 

In the fourth place they have repreſen- 
ted Eternity by the Sun.and the Moon. The 
Sun reyiveth every. day, although it ſeems 
every day to die, and to be buried. It al- 
ways riſeth again, although every night it 

'  ſetteth. The Mon alſo hath her 
In Hein- nncreaſe after every wane. Ca- 
decaſyl. © tullus hath pretty verſes to this 
© purpoſe, | 


The Sin doth ſet : the Sun doth riſe again. 

The Day doth cloſe ;"the Day dith break again, 

Once ſet our Sun, again tt riſeth never : 

Once cloſe our Day of Life, it's Night foy 
ever. 


'Tn| Hell there 1s Eternal night, but with- 
out ſleep. There they ſleep not, becauſe 
they, ſlept here, where they ſhould have 
watched : there they watch, becauſe _ 

tney 
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they ſlept in their ſins 3 indeed not long, | 


but longer they would if they could, yea 


Eternally. But it is far. otherwiſe with . 


thoſe that are in Heaven : For a perpetual 
light ſhall ſhine forth to the Saints, and 
Eternity of time, there 1s reſt; there js 
plcaſure after long labours and watchings. 

In the fifth place, they lave repreſen- - 
ted Eternity by. the Baſilisb, The Baſilisþ 
1s the moſt venemous of all Creatures, 
and it alone of all others (as Horus Nilia- 
cus ſaith ) cannot be killed by humane 
force; yea it 1s ſo virulent, that it killeth 
herbs with the very breath of it,that it puts 
to flight all other creatures with the hiffing 
of it,. and that it makes all birds ſuddenly 
ſilent upon the firſt preſence of it. Ali- 


anus reports, that in the deſart of Africa. 


a certain beaſt fell down being tired, and 
that the Serpents came together as it were 
to a feaſt, to devour the carkaſe, and that- 


- they preſently ran all away, and hid them- 


ſelves in the Sand, upon the fight of the 
Baſilich, Eternity, whether of joy or of 
torment, cannot be ſhortned-gr «diminiſh» 
ed, much leſs taken away or avoided. Nei-- 
ther is it ſtrange, if it affright all that are 
in their right wits, with the very thought - 
of it. Infinite are the windings of. this Bas. 
filick ; unmeaſurable' and untwinable are - - 
the Orbs and Circuits of it, . Oh: Dragon: 

: | . "J tg. 


a $3.5 GICLEE 0g nfhet mate pe gh 


Fo. - 
DD OO II IETIC 


LS 


WERE TT; 
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to be trembled at ! Let us divert a little to 
our felves. It comes to: pais ſometimes 
when a Man deſcends into himfclf, and 
r1ps up his Conſcience by confetſion, that 


he finds many Serpents Nefis, ani whole 


broods of Vipers, and thereupon much 
marvelleth in himſelf, ſaying, Whence 1s 
there ſo much venome in my breaft ? 
Whence - are ſo many fat Snakes, ſo many 
grievous and deadly fims? Whence is there 
19 great an hoſt of, Lizards ? Whence fo 
many filthy and laftful cogitations? I am 
afraid wy ſelf at ſuch a numerous and pe- 
ftilent brood. But marvel not ; we tha!l 
eatily thew thee the cavſe thereof. A moiſt 
and' a rude place is very apt to breed Ser- 
pents: | Lo then, there is a double cauſe 3 
the mvifture-of the place, and the neg[l!- 
gence bf them,that ſhould look to 1t. So 
if 18.in| the Soul of Man ; 1f we ſpend all our 
care upon cur B:dy, handling 1t delicate- 
ly, feeding.it daintily, pampering 1t with 
feaſts,| and effeminating it with pleaſures, 
it muſt necds be confcll:d that the Soul, 
the inhabitant thereof, hath her dwcliing 
in a- nioift. place. Add hither ſlothtulncls, 
and negle& of Divine Duties. Let no care 
be had at all of Salvation; ſo the budy te 
found, and it goeth well with it, let no re- 


gard be had what happens to the Soul : let * 


confeſſion of fins -be feldom made unto 
| God, 
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God, and when it is, but in a negligent 


manner :* what marvel then, if a mult:- 
tude of Scrpents and poylonous vermine 
breed there ? But ( O good Chriſtian Bro- 
ther) let the Baſrlisþ enter into thy. breaſt, 
that 1s, the copitation of Eternity, and 
thou ſhalt preſently perceive that theſe ve- 
nomous beaſts will ſoon vaniſh away, 
Thou conftefleit that thy heart doth abound 
with theſe Snakes : It is a fign thercfore 
thou ſeldom thinkeſt upon Eternity; A- 
mend thercfore : and now at length begin 
to think upon this with thy ſelf, That which 
delighteth is but Momentany, but that which 
tormenteth is Eternal. 

In the 18th. place, they have repreſented 
Eternity after this manner. There 1s a vaſt 
den full of Horrors : round about which a 
Serpent winds 1t ſelf, and in the winding 
bites it ſelf by the Tail. At the right hand 
of the den ſtands 4 young man of a beautis= 
ful and pleaſant countenance, holding in 
his right hand a bow and two arrows, and 
in hi$left hand an Harp. In the very en- 
trance of the Den fits an old man oppgiite, 
and having his eyes very intent upon his 
Table-Buoh ; according as the Calcftial 
Globe by its motion, or the young man 
ſtanding by, dictates upto him, ſo he writes. 
At the left hand of the Den fits a grave 
Matron, grey-headed, and having her eyes 
always 
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always buſied. At the mouth of the den 
there arc jour ſtairs, each higher than 0- 
ther : [The firſt is of Tron, the ſecond of 
Braſs, the third of Silver, and the fourth 


of Golid, On theſe are little Children run-- 


ning up and down,and playing, and nevcr 
tear the danger of falling. *'This 1s the P7- 
&ure : The meaning is this. The Den ſig- 
nifies the 1ncomprehenſibility of Etermty - 
The S&erpent that twines it-felf about 1t, 
Time ;, The Toung man, God ; in whoſe hand 
15 Heaven, Eaith, 'and Hell, On Earth, 


and in Hell are the Arrows of the Lord 


faſtened ; but in Heaven, there is nothing 
but Foy, and the ſound of the Harp. The 
Old Man is Fate, or rather, that which God 
hath decreed from all Eternity. The Ma- 
tron, Nature : The Stairs, diſtin& Times 
and Azes : The Chzldren running up and 
down the Stairs, do fignifie things created, 
eſpceclally Man, who 1s ſporting in matters 
of. Salyation, and playing and jcſting in 
the very entrance of Eternity. Alack,alack ! 
O mortal Men, we have played too long 
amidſt theſe+ dangers ; We are very near 
unto Eternity, even in the very entrance of 
it, whileſt we live : Let but death lightly: 
touch us, and we are preſently ſwallowed 
up of Eternity. Death need. not uſe any 
great power, or fight long againſt us; we 


are thrown down headlong in a m— 
an 
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and tumble down theſe Stairs into the 0- 


cean of Eternity. Bethink your ſelves well, 
you that play upon theſe Stairs, and think 
upon any thing rather than upon Etermty z 
It may be to day or to morrow you may be 
tran{lated from T7me to Eternity. 


CHAP 1h 


The ſecret ſenſe and meaning of Scripture is. 
unfolded. | 


Fter the Chapter of the Type and 
Pifure of Eternity, the Holy Scrip- 
ture of Divine Truth ſhall not unfitly fol- 


low. When Nebuchadnezzar, King of 


Babylon, had caſt the three Hebrew Chil- 
dren into the fiery Furnace for refuſing to 
obey his. impious Command, the flame is 
faid to have aſcended nine and forty cubits 
above the Furnace. A. ſtrange thing : But 
not without a Myſtery: What'? Did any 
Man accurately meaſure the height there-' 
of? Did any Man aſcend and apply unto it 
a rule, to take the juſt meaſure of it ? Was 
it juſt nine and forty cubits, neither more 
nor leſs? Why not fifty? For we uſe to 
number thus : Twenty, thirty, forty, fifty, 
though the number be ſomewhat more or 
leſs, Here in this place there wants but 
one of fifty. Surely there is a Myſtery in 
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it, and ſame ſecret meaning The nums+ 
Ler of fifty was wont to ſignifte the year of 
Zubiltge. But the flames in the fiery fur- 
nace:.of Hell, although they rage both 
againſt Body and Soul, and inftuitely ex- 
cced all the torments of this life, yet they 


tha!l never extend ſo far as the ycar of ©: 


grace and Fubilee. In Kell there 1s no 


year of 7ubitee, no pardon, no end of : 


torments. Now,now,1s the time of 7ubilee ; 
not every hundred or tifty years, but every 
hour and every moment. Now one part of 
an hyuur may obtain pardon here, wiuch 
all Eternity cannot hereafter. Nw 1s the 
time, that in one little and thort day we 
may have more debts forgiven us, than in 
the fire of Hell in all years and times to 
come hereafter. | 
Let us add hither another explication 
| of Divine Scriptzre. When tlie 
7Zoſkua People of God did paſs over or- 
3. 16, dan, the waters which came down 


toward the Sca of the plain | 


(wiiich is nov called the dead Sea ): failed 
until there was none left. And 
Ecclus 1n-Eccleſraſticus it is ſaid, Trere 
20. 12. . 1s that buyeth much for a little, 
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Theſe two Teſtimonies of Scri- [# 


pture Galfrid joyncth together, and, there- 3 


upon difcourleth thus. If Eternal bit- 


ternel> be due unto thee,, and thou mailt 7 


eſcape 
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2 1n the other. 


6 1 & vert iſtins 


upon Eternity. 
eſcape it by taſting of Temporal, certainly 


| thou” haſt redeemed much for a little, I 
2 confeſs, 1t 15 a Sea tmdeed in which thou 


ſaileſt, but yet a dead Sea : and how much 


art thou bound to s1ve thanks unto God, 
| who, whereas thou haſt deſcrved to be 


overwhelmed in the falt, roaring and un- 
nayigable Sea, hath of hts great mercy to- 


2 ward thee, ſuffered thee rather. to fail in 
* the dead Sea. 
: ſoby the dead Sea thou mayeſlt paſs into the. 
| land of the livinz / This Writer compares 
| all the adverſities of this life to the dead 


(O bletfed change ! ) That 


Sea, and Eternal punithment to the ſalt 
and unchangeable Sea, No Man can eſcape 
them, he muſt nceds fall into the one, Or 
What doſt thou, O Man ? 
(cti.s out Saint Chryſo/tom, ) Art thou 
about to aſcend up to Heaven, and doeit 
tou ask me whether there be any difticul- 
ties by the way ? Whatſocever we do, this 
zead S24 we mult paſs over: we may, if 
ve will, arrive at the Haven of Tran- 
quility, and Eternal Happineſs. | 

Te Wird of God moſt high is the Eccleſ. 
Fountain af wiſdom, and ber wayes I. *% 
cmmmandments, 

>2gh this dead Seca there is no other 
wav ::70 the Region of the i1ving, but the 
way of God's Commandments. / We have 


a moſt clear place of Scripture for it : 
It 
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®x6 The firſt Conſoderation 


Mat.1 o% # thou wilt/ enter into life, beep © 


I7. the mandements : This 15 © 


| the only way to Eternity. If a 
Corneli- man thould ask a Divine of our 


#5 d La- times this queltion, What # E-- 


pide, ternity £ His anſwer will be, It. 


is a Ciicle running back into it 


$26 3, (OO TVET 


ſelf, whoſe Centre is Always , and Cir- | 


cumference No where, that is, which never |: 


ſhall have end. What is Eternity ? It is an 
Orb every/way round, and ltxc 


Voloj- it (elf, 1n which there i 15 neither ? 
tur, & beginning nor. end. . What _ 


varue Eternity ? It is a Wheel, 
tur mm A wheel that turns, a wheel that © 
omny turnetnh ever, 


wollthi- A'wheel that turns, and wil leave | + 


lis #- _/ turning never. 


(77/77 Wrat is Eternity ? It 15 a ny 


continually wheelins about , 
which / returns again to the ſame point | 


# 


MC 4 


mY 


- 
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trom whence it began, 2nd. ftill wheels : 


about again, Wyat js cog ity? It 15, an | 


ever-runnins Fountain, wi cher the Waters 


aftcr many turiinss How back again, that | 
they may always dow. What is "Eternity * 
It is an ever-{ivinz Springs, from whence # 
Watcrs continually flow, either the moſt Z 


ſweet Waters of Bnedidom and blefTing, 
or the moſt bitter Waters of Maled!t:51 


and| curlifg. What is Fternity ? It is 4 3 
| Labzrinj9 | 
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«pon Eternity. 17 
Labyrinth which hath innumerable turn- 


' round that enter in, carrying them from 
/ turning to turning, and ſo loſing them. 
E.. What i Eternity ? It is a pit without bot- 
It; fom, whoſe turnings and revolutions are 


it} endleſs. What 3s Etermty ? It 1s a Sprral 
jr. | Line, but without beginning ; which hath 
ex} Circles and windings one within another, 


 } but without ending. What 4 Eternity ? 

! it is a Snake bowed back unto it ſelf orbicu- 
larly,holding the Tail in the Mouth, which 
in 1ts end doth again begin, and never 
: ceaſeth to begin. What 4s Eternity ? It 1s 
2 a duration always preſent, it is one perpetual 


2 1s paſt, and that which is to come. What 
' ts Eternity ? It 1s an Age of Ages, as Di9- 
| nyſius ſaith, never expiring , but always 
. ©; like it felf, without changing. What is 
Eternity 2 It is a beginning without be- 
ginning, middle, or end. It 1s a begin- 
ning, continuing, never ending, alway 
2 beginning. In which the bletſed alway 
2 begin a bleſſed Life, and always abound 


a 3 ned always die, and after all death and 
+ 2 ſtruggling with death, always begin again 
"7 tocte and ſtruggle with death. As long 
\ 7} as God thall be: God, fo long ſhall the 
4 blcfled be blefled, fo long ſhall they _ 
an 
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ings and windings, which always lead them 


'? day, which is not divided into that which. 


> |} with new pleaſures : in which the Dam-. 
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18 Thefirſt Conſideration 


and triumph : ſo long ſhall the: damned 
alſo try 1n Ictl, and yelling cry, We are 
tormented in this flame, being {till to be tor- 
mentcd and. tortured for cver. 


3 


CHAYF. 1h 


Why the place of Eternity is called a Manſion. © 


"OH N, Patriarch of Alexandria , Rl 


» very devout and godly Man, was often E 
wont to go to viſit the lick, and'took with : 


him, for his Companion, Trolus a Biſhop, 
W hich had more care of his Mony than. of 


the lick. The Patriarch whiſpereth him 7 
in the Ear, and ſaid, I pray thee, Brother, | 


let us help the Friends of Chriſt, Where- 


upon Trozlus, like a crafty Companion, con- {2 
ccaling the diſcaſe of his mind, to wit, his 0 


£ (IM 
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Covetouſneſs, bad his Servant give to the | 


Poor all the Mony, which at that time he 


hadabont him, to buy other things withal, 


Not long after it happened that he fell ? 
_ into a Fever, which Ins Covetouſneſs had : 


cauſed ; wiereot the Patriarch *of Alex- 
andj}ia heari-g, and callly guctling at the 
cauſe of his ditcafe, went to vitit him, and 


carried with him as much Silver, as he had 74 
not. long betore given to the fick : and af- 7 
ter/a little conference with him, he faid 3 


thus. 
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-Dinner, and ſat down to Table. 


«pon Eternity. 


thus, I did but jeſt with thee the other 
day, when I withed thee to beſtow ſome- 
thing to the relief of the tick ; and it was 
becauſe my ſervant had not Money about 
him. But behold here, in good earneſt I 
reſtore unto thee the Money which thou 
laidſt out for my ſake, and I thank thee 
for it. When Trozlus faw the Mony told, 
Iis Fever began to leave him, and his 
heat to abate, and 1n every part he found 
himſelf much better ; whereupon find} 

himſ-If gather ſtrength , he roſe to 
About 
noon-tide when Dinner was cnded, and 
the *Table removed, he went to fleep , 
and ſweetly took his eaſe, and dreamed 
that he ſaw a very ſtately Edifhce, and in 
the frontiſpiece thereof over the Gate, this 


Inſcription, Manſuo Afterna - & Requies 


Tioili Epiſcopi ; In Engliſh thus, The Eter- 
nal Manſion and Reſting place of Biſhop 


2 Troilus. He was-very much delighted with 


this dream. But not long after he had 
anzother Viſion that troubled hin, For 


2 there came one with a company of Work- 
23 men, and gave them a ftri&t charge, ſay- 


ing, Take away that Inſcription, and put 
this 1n the place thereof, Marſ!19 Aterna 
 Requies Fohannts Archtepiſcopt Alexan- 
diie, empta libris trizinta argenti : In 
Engliſh thus, The Eternal Manſion and 

Reſting 
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20 The firſt Conſideration 
Reſting place of John Archbiſhop of Alex- 
andria, which he bought for thirty pounds. 
With this Viſion he was very much af- 
frighted : but he made a very good uſe of 
it. For,preſently, of an hard and cove- 
tous Man, he became liberal and charita- 
ble, eſpecially to ſuch as were in need. 
So much did the very dream of an Eternal 
Manſion prevail with him. 

But! Oh ye rather bleffed . Manfions, and 
therefore blefled, becauſe Eternal Oh, 


how «exceedingly doth Chriſt defire that 


we ſhould loath and forſake theſe our Ta- 
bernacles, and ruinous Houſes, and with 
earnelt defire make haſte unto thoſe Eternal 


' Manſrwns ! In my Fathers houſe, ſaith he, 


are many Manſions : No Man 1s kept back 
from thence but by himſelf. The place 
excludes no Man: for it is exceeding large. 
Time ſhuts out no Man : for there 1s a 
Manſion, and that Maniion 1s Eternal. 


A Prayer, 


Eternal and merciful God, O Eter- 3 

nal Truth, O trxe Love, O beloved 
Eternity; So cure our blindneſs, that by 
theſe preſent and ſhort ſorrows we may be | 
brought ta know, and ſo eſcape the future, 
horrible, * 


upon Eternity, 21 
horrible, and Eternal puniſhments. Dire# 


' Jus, and teach ws ſo to poſſeſs things periſhing 
” Zand Temporal, that finally we loſe not the 
c ® things which are Eternal. .Teach wa ſo to 

* lament for our ſins commitJed, that we may 
_ Reſcape Eternal puniſhments. Teach us ſo to 


i behave our ſelves in the [uſe of our Pilgri- 
3 maze, that we be not ſhut out of the Eternal 
= Manſions. Teach 1s ſo to make our progreſs 
4 {inthe way, that at length we may be recerved 
2:7nto our Country. 
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wayes are everla/ang. Habac * 3.6. 
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The Solemander,the BaſiliRthe Phenix the 


oldej 7 the fiery” mozurdain, may here- 
ion ner ut us 1: minde of Eternitie | 
onely bleſſed Eternitte © can make- 


us eteriiall in Arave . 
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: THE SECOND 
CONSIDERATION 
; Upon | 


ETERNITY. 


Ih what things Nature _— 


AH E Idolaters themſelves therefore 
| have acknowledged an Eternity, 
ſuch as it was, and have deſcri- 
bed it alſo by certain ſigns; For God hath 
| manifeſted it unto them, ſo that 
| they are without excuſeÞ How Rom, I. 
| much dearer therefore, and in 20. 
| what great eſteem ought the 
conſideration thereof to be amongſt all 
| Chriſtians, to whom Eternity 15 better re- 
| preſented, and in a 'more lively 
{ manner | Tyerefore thou art in- Rom. 2. 
| excuſable, O man, whoſoever thou 1. 
| art, that being often put in mind 
| of Eternity, doſt as often let it {lip ont of 
thy memory. Thou haſt often in thy 11ght 
E and before thine eyes,. Rings and Cyrecles, 
| Spheres and Globes, Sun and Moon : Tf thou 
| C ; lookeft 
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Ti &# 4 The ſecond C onfideration 


$3 lookeſt upon any of theſe, they will put 

C is? thee in mind of Eternity. Nature her ſelf 

W i! like a good Mother hath expoſed them to 
| EE publick view, that, when we, ſce them, or 
'A 8 hear bf them, we might be ihvited to me-| 
j8 gf ditate upon Eternity. n 
| "Nt Solinus reports that there is a mm in; 
(Fil Arcadia called Asbe$tos, which being once :: 
b bj; | ſet oh fire doth continually burn : Where- 
'8 | fore in times paſt they were wont in Tem- | 
85 ples and. Sepulchres to make 
l : Lb. 2T. Lamps of it : of which St. Au-'; 


Wi! they were to be px :t into the ey wy ad po 


11h deCivit, -gujline maketh mention. IT addy 


#. | Cap." Þ- that Pliny, Volateiranus, Droſcorj;? 

bs; des, and many otners tel] firankel 
wonders of a certain kind of Line o or Flax, 
which 1s called by divers names : For ſome 

s «Ml fit Linum Asbeſtinum , others Caiy- 3 

i # wm, others Indictin, and others Linn l ; 


VIVIAN. _ p 

This is not only not conſumed by fires : 
'But alſo is purged nd cleanicd 3 whereforg 
the cad Budics uf Kings hercteture, Wie Fe. 


purned, uſed to e Wan ed 2 R 970 7 
Linken cl:th made ther.of, tu oak "the w 
aſhes from corfuftun, and .t5 diftmgui , 


iS  thetn from others. Of ſuch 24 Nero lic £ 
M0 a Toucl, which hz cft.emed of more pricy y 
Ft than Gold and precious Stones, Behoio F- 
Þf - S#atjwe cr ſclt, ike a Miſtreſs and Guidgg , 
«if Icadciy 
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#pon Eternity. 2c 


fſcadeth thee by the hand, and- potntert 
thee to a thing which the fre hatlrno PGWETr 
to conſume. So thallall the damned turn, 
but never ſhall burn out. They ſhall ai- 

ways burn, but never be conſumed ; they 

ſhall ſec for death 1n the flames, but Tait 
rot find it. Therefore _ dotli one cry 
out, O wo Eternal, that ſhall never 


hee end! O end without end ! O - In Hiro- 


doath more grievous than all death. Iz. fa- * 


Alwayes to die, and never to be fien. [/a. 
quite dead / So ſaith Wivine {- 65., 24. 
fatah , Their fire ſhall ever be Rev.g.5 


quenched : And the Angel 1n the 
Revelatinns, They ſhall defire to die : ng 
death ſhall flee from them. 

That the Salamander for a little time 
can indure, and lrve in the fire, betides As 
riſtotle, Pliny, Galen, lian, Diocorides, 
S. Auguſtine alſo himſelf believed. This 
creature is very cold, and generated of 
—_ the Sun and drought are.deatih to 

; Thercfor c, according to Pliny, it en- 
FAA in the flame like Ice. Of the Skin 
thereof lights are made for perpetual bur- 
ning Lamps. God who made the Salaman- 
Mer of Earth ang EN ct h's goodneſs 
formed Man, though of the ſame matter, 
yet of a mcre excellent and noble nature. 
He hath made him a little lower than.the 
Angels, Pjal, 8. 4. He hath affigned un- 
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26 The ſecond Conſideration 


to him aftcr this life the fellowſhip of the 
fame Kingdom with the Angets. But man 


being in honour had no under/ſtakding, and 


was tompared unt9 the beafts that periſh, 
Pſal. 49. 20. By his own malice he made 
himſelf ſach a Salamander, that muſt al- 
ways live or always dye in Eternal flames. 
in thoſe fiery priſons of Hell, all things 
are Fiternal ; but theſe fix things eſpeci- 


@ly. 


CHAP: 1. 
nat things are Eternal in Hell. 


HE damned himſelf 15 Eternal and 

dycth not. No Man can make an 
end of himſclf, or another. They fall 
tveh aeath, and ſhall not find it, Rev. 9g. 6. 
Yea the very defire of death, in as much 
as their defire cannot be ſatisfied, thall 
vreatly increaſe their torments. 

2. The Prijon 1t ſelf 1s Eternal ;, It can nc- 
ver fall to ruin, 1t can never be broken 
down, it can never be digged through. It 
25 barred up with rocks and mountains 3 
The locks and bars are fo firm and ſtrong, 


that none can get out. If any of the dam- 
ned ſhould by God's permitſion before the 


gay of judgment come out from thence, 


yet ſtill he ſhould carry an Hell about i 


4 


Pas, 


him, ; 


upoa Eternity. 27 
him, and never be free from torment. 

3. The fire there 1s Eternal. Chriſt him- 
ff in Muthew faith as wuch expreſly 3 
Matth. 25. 41. Depart from me ye curſed in= 
to everlaſting fire, or fire Eternal. Doſt 
thou hear this word, Eternal ; The anger 
of the Lord doth kindic this fire, and it 
ſhall never be put out. To this beareth 


Titjah witneſs, ſaying, The breath of the 


Lord libe a ftream of Brimftane doth Findle 
7t,"1t thall burn night and day, and ſhall 
not\ be quenched, the {::1be thereof ſhall af- 
cept up for ever ant ever, Ifatah 3o. 33. 
Hatah 65. 24, Rev. 14. 11. Eternal pu- 
niſhments, and Eternal Life are | 
Relates, as St. Auguſtine ſpeaty Tib. 12. 
th ; and Relates are of like de Ctv. 
continuance : To ſay therefore, c. 23. 
that Eternal Life fhall be with- 

out end, and Eternal puniſhment ſhall have 
an end, 1s very abſurd. Who therefore 
will defer his convertion ? 

4. As the things mentioned before are 
Eternal, fo 1s the Worm, and conſcience 
tormented with deep deſpair for the life 
paſt, Iſa. 66, 24. Their worm ſhall not dte 
So, propheſied Iſiah. The Poets of old 
tradiſlated this out of Holy Writ into their, 
Fables : For what 1s that 7ztyu5, of whom 
Virgil fergneth, That a flying Vulture every 
day gnaws and tears his Liver, which 1s 
C 3 cvery 


COU nin To TOE 4 OO oy 


6 * 
woe Wont ge IDW; 
a a us I 
” 8 q 


F | 


5. To this Eernty of Hell kclongeth al- 
{9 the 4:!t ſentence, and the /uſt Decree my 
nounced by Ch riſk 6] C Judge : A dz 
(ali: 8] rr.vOC4U'C, immutable, Deer: 
nal, There 15 no Appealing ſrom it; If 
the ſeyfence be otice qr 4} Dy- tie 
mouth pf this Judge, it ſiznd > irrevocab'e 
for all | Eternity. In Fic!! there 1s no re- 
acmption, not any, 10 z0t any z. but Eter- 
nal 3" wp 08, The Blood :of Chriſt 
when 1t was newly poured out on the 
Mount of-Grlzotha, thouuh of irfigite cfli- 
for ſatisiattion, yet reach: th not un- 
to. the damned. If the yyhe of the Lord, 
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6. The F tifhin »t Or Pain of {3/8 12, «JC 
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CieyY call 1T.* 15 &fer! q berg THE P:iV4- 
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2 E f gs " by We '# S bY | is Wh : * 
there can ke ro ylace for fatisfaftion. For 
\FYX 1, -4 F POPE OR 1 | & Sp By : _— 
altiovgh theſe. torincnts ſhail continve 11» 
finite militons of ye.rs; vet there ſrall not 
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atcc pain and 
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DO 
grief, Chriſt oiten / 
thew mn plain words, Matth., 8, 12. 
children of the Kin 7:11 1 be caft out into 
utter darkneſs; tire frall be weeping, an 
gnaſhing of teeth « weeping, for heat ; and 

| coid. Tow then can 

Man be fo forgctiuvl of himfeii and God ? 

How cin he jo degcnerate 1nto a beaſt ? 

Yea rather, how can he become like a 

rocs, or a ſtone; ſo fenſelets, as when he 
A 


Eaunat, ty 5+ 
LOTV<ELUICL !Lt 
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(l; 3 + 30+ Co 
gnajning of ett? Ol 


tal think upon the uaiulierable aug va 


utterable torments of Hell, which never 


ſhall have end, then not to fear and trem- 
_ ble, and fay with.hunfelf thus, 1 am for 
certain in the way to Eternity, and I know 


not how ſoon I may come to ray journies 
end : I fit on the ſtairs of Eternity, and 
every little thruſt is ready to-plunge me 
into the bottomleſs pit ? But it it ſcem fo 
grievous and intolerable for a man to lye, 
though but for one night, on a ſoft Fea- 
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20 The ſecond Conſideration 
tooth-ach, or for the ſtone : If the night 
feems| long, and the day a great way off, 
and the Sur. to flack his coming : And yet. 
as } fad, he les upon a good Feather-bcd, 
and if he will have but a Little e patience, hy 
y Hope to find eaſe in the day, and licip 
iro 1 the Phyſician.  Alack, Alack ! how 
nt ok table ſhall it be to lie nigh t and day 7 
in the 2 fre, for a thouſand and a.thouſand, * 
and again, I fay, a thouſand years ! oo d 
intolctable ſhall it be, there to watch, 
»hun; Zr, to thirſt, to 'burn, to be RR 
ted cxtreamly in every part, and not to 
hope for any reſt, or ſo much as a drop of 
cold Water ; but to be alwaycs 1n deſpair, 
and ſo to fry and to be tortured for infinite 
millions of ages, and to be fo far from 
finding any end, as never to be able to 
hope for any end ! There, ſaith 
De Thomas, one hours , puniſhment 
Chriſt. Þ ſhall be more grievous, than an 
imitat. | hundred years herc in the moſt 
lib 1. | bitter puniſhment that can be. *Z 
cap.24. | Thcre 1s no reſt, no conſolation | 
to the damned, Pſal. 6.1. O Lord, 
rebuhe me not in thine anger, neither cha en 
me in thy hot dijpteaſure. .Pſal. 28. 7. Re- 
member not the ſins of my youth, nor my tranſ- 
greſins, Unicſs thou wilt have mercy, O 
God, | muſt necds periſh, 
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off, Þ CHAP. II. | 
7et, if Wry Hell is Eternal. A 
<d | 

bes Ere ariſeth a queſtion, which 1s wor- 
clip * thy to be known of all Men, How 
2  1t cai be, that God, who is good and mer- 
ty 3 Ciful, and whoſe Mercy 1s over all his 
id, © Works, ſhould notwithſtanding puniſh even 
ww 3 one mortal fin, committed, it may be, 1n a 


ty | moment, and in thought only z3 how he 
; thould puniſh ſuch a tin, I fay, for all 
to © - Eternity 5 and fo puniſh it, that. it ſhall 
of } defcrve ſtil! alwayes to be puniſhed : and 
- ©: , though millions of years be pailcd, yet 1t 
> } Athall never be ſaid, This fin hath been 
n ; ſufficiently puniſhed, it is enough, he 
' hath made ſatisfattion for the wicked 
+ * thought, by which he hath offended God: 
+ if What then ? Hath God for one ſin, 
and that in thought only, decrced the pu- 


[_ 

»=x 

4 
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n | ant 
+ & niſhment of everlaſting fire? What equa» 
. & lity 1s there in this, for a momentary 1in, 
i 20 appoint an Eternal puniſhment 2 Why 


' | doth bleifed David cry out, O give thanks 
: unto the Lord ;, for he 1s good, and his mercy 
endureth for ever { - Pſal. 105. 1. 107. Is 
@ 318. 1. 136. 1. and why doth he repeat 
| it twenty ſeven times, if God be ſo ſevere 2 

To this St. Auguſtine, Gregory, Thomas As 

gina, and others anſwer, That in every 
C 5 mortal 
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mortal 1in the offence of its own nature is 
12hnite, becauſc 1t 1s an 11ury ray the 
13fnite Mayeſty of God. Again, He that 
dyeth guilty of a mortal tin without repen- 
tance, oth as much as if he thould fin 
Fternally :| F -1 it he mis ght live Efern.ly, 
te would tin Eternally ; Hichath not loſt a 
wiil to fit, but life 1 which to fin, fill 
being ready to fin, if he might live {tb ; 
So he doth not ceaſe to itn, but doth ccaſe 
to hve. |Further 1t 1s to be contidered, 
That a dajnned Perfon can never make 


tatiefaction, though he thould pay never” 


{o much ;|For beipg an enemy, and not 
in favour with God, Is payment 15 not 
worthy acceptation z ſeeing that he him- 
ieit 15 not accepted with him. Neither 10- 
aced, to ſpeak truly, can he be ſaid to 
Pay auy thing ; becauſe he doth nothing, 

but ſuifery only puniſhment, and that 
againſt his | ill, We wi make the mat- 
ter yet mole plaln by a familiar example. 
Suppole 2 4 14n ſhould he) 
bour a thouſand Cr: Dope and fo r the ute 
thercof make over the Rent of f his toute 
anto lym thr ever. It may be in twenty 
years he inja+ thus rep:y the ſum of Mo- 
ney borrojred 3 Euz what then ? 1s 
bie Fall diſfh.gcd <£ tt the debt ? Doth 


7 of [21 & tiCtp iis 


there retndin notinag to be paid? The 


principal Tema: ns. {till as due to be paid, 
as 


NE VR 


_ . 
#062 EFeYBt3. | JJ 
as if there had been nothing at ail paid- 
For this 1s the nature of ſuch lones, that 
although the yearly uſe be paid, fti!! the 
principal remains entire,ang due to be paid. 
So 1t 1s with the damned ; For although 
thcy ſhould pay never fo much ; yet they 
can never gct out of debt : They are 


debtors ſtill, and ever ſhall be, Jaz. I. . 
21. The ſtrong ſhall be as tow, and the mas 


her of" it as a ſpark; they ſhall both burn t9- 
gether, and none ſhall quench them, 


Suetonies reports of Tiberius Ca Suetone 
far, that being Petitioned unto {(1b. 3. 
by a ccrtain offender to haſten cap. 6. 


I1:s puniſhment, and to grant him 

2 ſpeedy diſpatch, he made him this 
an{wer, Nondum tecum in gratiam redi , 
Stay Sir, 75u and I are nt yet friends. 
Chriſt 1s a moſt juft Judge, no Tyrant, no 
Tiberivs, And yet 1t one of the damned 
after a thouſand years burning 1n Hell 
ſhould beg and intreat for a ſpeedy: death, 
he would anſwer after the fame manner, 
Aondin tecum in gratiam red, Stay, Tor 
and T are not yet friends. If after a thou- 


iand ycars more he ſhould ask the ſame. 
thing, he ſhould receive the ſame anſwer, 


Mhndum tecum in gratiam rediz, Stay, Tou 
and T are mr yet friends. 
dred  thouland years yet more, yea mil- 
11905 Of years, he ſhould 35k again, again 
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if after an hun- 
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he ſhould receivg, the ſame anſwer, Nor- 
dum tecum in gram redii, Stay, Tou and 
T are nyt yet jriends. The tune was, I 
oftercd to be thy friend ; but thou wouldſe 
not; vea, thy Father, but thott wouldſt 
not. I offered thee my grace a thouſand 
and a thouſand times ; but thou rcjetted(t 
it. This.I knew right well, and I held my 
peace, and further expeated, forty, fifty, 
t:xty years, to ſee if thou would(t change 
thy mind and courſe of lite. But there fol- 
Jowed no ſerious or true repentance. Thou 
haſt jet at nought all my counſel, and would 
me of any reproof. Thou haſt hated in- 


Htirudon, and haſt caft my words behind thee, 


Prov. 1.|25. Plal. 50. 17, Eat therefore 
the frurt of thine own ways, and be filled 
with thy own counſels. Prov. 1. 26. I will 
laugh at thy deſtruttion for ever : neither 
ſhall my juſtice after infinite ages give thee 
any anſwer but this, Nondum tecum in gra- 
tiam redii, Stay, Tou and TI are nit yet 
fiends, | O God which art in Keaven! O 
tia which throweſt men headlong into hel), 
the hell of torments, and into the bottom- 
Icfs pit of Eternal pains! But rzghteous ars 
thou, O Lord, and upright are thy 5udgments. 
Pſal. 119. 137. Juſt and right it 1s, that 
he which would not by repentance ac- 
cept of | mercy when it was offercd , 
Mould by puniſhment be —_——— 
| an 
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upou Eternity. 


o and have juſtice without 
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'} Other motives to the confuderation of Eternity, 
, þ drawn from Nature. 


to coniider further upon Eternity. 
There arc found ht Baths 1n certain Moun- 
tains and Rocks, whoſe waters 1n running 


th2 diſeaſed perſons that reſort thither for 
cure, . if at the entrance into the Bath, 
they do but imagine they hear muſical In- 
firuments, and an harmonious conſort, they 
have their cars ſo dulled with the continual 
noiſe thereof, that the muſick which at firſt 
was ſweet unto them, becomes at length, 
by their imagination working upon 1t, ve- 
ry loathſome, and a torment unto them : 
But if they imagine they hear a Drum, or 
any other loud founding inſtrument, they 
at length grow almoſt mad with the noiſe 
thereof daily moleſting and troubling them. 
From whence alſo we are lead, as it were 


" by the hand, to the conſideration of Eter- 
[ nity. The weeping-and wailing, yelling 
[2 and crying which 1s heard at the firſt en- 


trance of hells mouth under thoſe infernal 
moun 


Ke: —— 
uf B [iT I return to the School of Nature, 


make ſuch a noiſe and murmuring, that 
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mountatls thall never ccafe, but ihuil ror. 
dmcnt the damacd without cad, atid be no 
whit mitigated by time and 1: Ng futicr- 
ance. Yut cir the contrary the Bletfed in 
Heaven (hal without wearizcis hear the 
Tyre Holy long, Abi, Holy, Fly 5 yea. 
and tne lnore they hear it, the wo they 
ſhail be be elighted with the ſound thereof. 
Chriſt in|his Conference. with the Woman 
of Samara, makes often mention of Eter- 
nity, and life everlaſting. _—_— da; ink: 
eth of the| water that I ſhall give him, fhall 
never tht Pt: But the water F12 at Th ul zive 
him, ſhall be in him a well.of water, (pring- 
ng up unty everlaſting life, Ic ;ho 4+ 14. 1 
would we did thirſt with the Woman of 
Samarta after thoſe waters, and carnelitly 
pray for them: O Lord grve me of this was 
ter, that I thirſt not, John 4. 13. Give me, 
© Chriit, though but a dr op of this water, 
that is, /Awe thirf and defire after Eternal 
In the year after the Nativity of our 
Lord fourſcore aud one (as Suetonms, Dion, 
and Pliny Secundus tell at Jarge ) on the 
farſt day of November, about Even of the 
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before which there went an Aual 


drought, and vriey "OUS Earthquakes, There 

Was Allo leard 4 noiſe under Earth, as !f 

The Sea roarcd-and . 
made 


it had been/thunder. 
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this you may read Teriullz- 
« alt, 


apon Eternity. 


mountains had 11 confli& met together 3 
great ſtoncs were cen to fall ; the Air was 


filled with ſmoak and fire mixt together 


the Sun did hide his head. Whereupon 1t, 
was thought by many that the World was. 
almoſt at an end, and that the latr ry was 
come, wherein all thould be conſumed 
with fire: Fort there was ſuch abundance 
of athes ſcattered up and down over Land 
and Sea, and in the Air, that there was 
nuwuch hurt done amongſt Men and Cattle, 
d in the Fields, that Fiſh and Fowl were 
Jeſfiroy ed, that two Cities, the name of 
the-one was Herculanum, and the name of 
the other Pompezr, were utterly ruined, 
Theſe and ſuch other. like Caverns in the 
Earth, with Precipices and fiery Mountains 
alwayes ——_ but never going out, are 
lively examples LV an us by God, to putus 
in mind of the fire of Hell, 
Bodics of the curſed ſhall be alwayes burn- 
ing, but never be burnt out. Concerning 


Tertul.. Aboz. 
c.45.MHintt, 
71 Oct. Pas 
clan, de px- 
nitent, 'G} 


C 'onfe ſ). 


Minutias, and Pactin. 
See, O man, how provident- 
ly even Nature her ſclf doth 
0 before thee, and as it 
were lead thee by the hand 
to the contemplation of £- 
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made a noiſe; the Heaven thundred as if 


it which the. 
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38 The ſecond Co fideration 


To conclude, This Time of oury carricth 
with it ſome itgn and print of \Eternity, 
Nature fain would have us learn the thing 
fignifned by the fign, and take a ſcantling 
of Eternity by the little mndule and mea- 
ſure of time. It 1s the ſaying 

In Sent. of St. Auguſtine, Tits ts the dif- 
ſen. 270, ference between things Tempo; al 
| and Eternal} « We love things 
Temporal more before we have them, and 
eſtecm them not ſo much when we have 
m : | for the ſoul cannot be fatished but 
with true and ſecure Eternity, and joy 
which js Eternal and incorruptible. But 
things [Eternal , when they are aCtually 
poſſeſſes, are much more loved than before 
whemr they were caly deiired and hoped 
for : For neither could Faith believe, nor 
Hope expett ſo much as Charity and Love 
ſhall ind when once we ſhall be admitted 
to polletfion. Why then doth not Earth 


ſeem vile in our eyes, eſpecially when we 
muſt er'e long fortake it ? And why do we 
not with ardent deſire lift up our eyes to 
Heaven | where we ſhall jnherit a Kingdom, 


A 


and that Eternal. 
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placed 


Wierein the ol4 Romans principally 
a Eter nity. 


Linus Secundis thought Friſt, 2% 

thoſe Men happy, which ad Tut, 
Z either did tl:ings worthy 
to be wrote, or wrote 1 things wortny to be. 
read 5 but thoſe men of all moſt happy, 
which could do both. So the Romans 
thouzht tiey might three manner of ways 
cternize their fame, and tranſmit their 
n:2mes untu po ſterity. Firſt they wrote 
many excellent things ; many excellent in- 
dced, but nt all, not all chaſt, not all 
holy ; They committed to w riting their 
own b {ernithes, 
filthy lutts : But this was 39 honeſt or Kings 
high way to Eternity, How many Books 
have diced before their Authors, and accor- 


ding to Plato, have been like unto the Gar- 
dens 
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42 The third Conſtderation 


dens of Amis: as ſoon dead as ſprung up ! 


77:4ans TAoul out-live time, and be alwayes 
«tant anc <xpoſed to publick view, yet 
they ſhohla cot be able to give life unto 
thor Autnors. 
g218, the Romans did not only write, 
but alfo did many brave works worthy to 
be recorded by the pens of cloquent and 
Icarned rhen, and theſe works were of Gd1- 
vers kinds. They fought Eternity in many 
things, but found it in nothing, as we are 
taught td believe. They were great ( we 
do not deny 1t} in civil and warlike affair:, 
at home and abroad : admirable for their 
«Skill in Arts and Sciences : Magnificent 
and profuſe in ſetting forth Shews, and be- 
ſtrowing Gifts : wonderful even to aſtoniſh-. 
went for ſtately Buildings, Tombs, Vaults, 
Monuments and Statues, as you may gueſs 
| by theſe few particulars, which I will bricf- 
ly run over. | | 
1- ..:\ Auzuſtits, tm his own name, and at his 
i own proper: charges, ſet forth Plays and 
8 Games fourand twenty times, and at the 


twenty times : and never a one of thoſe 
coſt 11m under-two Millions and five hun- 
dred thouſand Crowns ; and this fo great 


F# > upon 


They pleaſed not long which quickly plea- 
{cd. .But ſuppoſe the Books of all the R9- 
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charge of 'the common Treaſury, three and 


a ſum of Money, I ſiy, was all laid out | 
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7 upon one ſhew. The very meaneſt and 


cheapeſt that ever Auguſtus ſet forth, came 
to a Million two hundred and fifty thou- 
ſand Crowns. 

Nero gilded over the whole Theatre 3 
the Ornaments of the tyring Houſe and 
Comical implements he made all of Gold : 
To theſe you may add ſquare pieccs of 
Wood er wooden Lots fcattercd among(t 
the People, which had for their Inſcripti- 
ons, whole Houſes, Fields, Grounds, Farms, 
Slaves, Servants, Beaſts, great ſums of Sil= 
vcr, and many times Jewels a great num- 
er : To whoſocvers Lot fell any one of 
theſe, he preſently received according to 
the inſcription. _ 

The ſame Nero for a Donative to a com= 
mon Soldier, commanded to be told two 
hundred and fifry thouſand Crowns. 

Agiippina ( Nero's Mother ) cauſeth the 
like ſum of Mony to be laid upon a Table, 
ticreby ſecretly reprehending and labour- 
ing to reſtrain her Sons profuſcneſs.Where- 
upon Nero perceiving that he was toucht, 
commanded another ſum to te added as 
great as the former, and ſaid thus, Neſcr- 


 ebam me tam parum dediſſe, I forgot my ſelf 


in giving |» little. 

The ſame Aero entertained at Rome for 
nine Months together King Tiridates, and 
was Evcry day at colt for him twenty ow 
ard 
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44 The third C Onſideration 


fand Crowns, which came in nine Month: 
to five millions and forty SIE Crowns. 


And at his departure he g 
aticum, or to ſpend by # ng wav, two mil- 


lions and an half, What mould | tel] | 
you of their ſtately and magnificent buil- 


dings ? 

Calizafa the Emperour made a Bridge 
over an|Arm of the Sea, three Miles 
long. 

There| were Tcmples in Rome four hun- 
dred twenty four,'moſt of them were mag- 
mificent.. 

Domitian ſpent upon the ſolc _ airs. Ir 
the.Capitol, ſeven millions, 

On the Stairs of the Ampitheater, which 
were madle ail of Stone,there might fit ve- 
ry convehiently, fourſcore and ſeven thou- 
ſand Speftators ; above, there mig nt ſtand 
round about twelve thouſand.” In all four- 
ſcore and ninetecn thouſand. 

Betides many othc1s, there were twelve 
publick Baths mage by the Emperor, where 


Men might bathe gratis, 


In the hot Baths of Antorutus, there 
were of poitined ſtone one thouſand and 
{ix hundred feats, and there might ſo ma- 
ny men | bathe themſelves very conveni- 


ently. | 
In the Bath Of ns: as Pliny ſaith, 
all were vf Silver, the paiſages for the V/a- 
+ : ter, 


e him for a V7- | 
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upon Eternity, 45 
tor, the lips of the Bath, and the very floor 
it ſelf. But I paſs to other things. 

At Rome there were almoſt as many Stae 
tucs 2s Men, &f no worſe mattcr than Silver 
and Gold, beitde infinite others of Brafs, 

arble, aid Ivory. 

Domitian had one of Gold in the Capito!, 
of an hundred pound weight. 

Commodus and Claudius had alſo Statues 
of Gold, cach of them being of a thouſand 


.-pound weight. Clauazus had alſo in the 


placc at Rone called Roftra, another of Sil- 
ver. Hereupon there was a certain Officer 
appointed, who was called the Count of 
Rome, on whom there attended a great 
many Souldiers continually to guard and 
look to the great number of Statues. 

The way which 1s called Appia, will ex- 
erciſe a nimble Footman five dayes in run- 
ning it cyer. Tt reached 1n length, #rom 
Rome to Capua ;, fo broad, that two Coaches 
might meet,and ncycr trouble one another ; 
ſoloiid aiid firm, as if 1t were all of one 
Stone, in no place looſe cr broken up. 


Thcre were alſo more ways like unto this. 


It 1s incredible what good Authors do write 
of their ©o2duits and Aquedudts. 
Clautias the Emp<rour beſtowed about 


one, ſeven Miltiuns of Gold and a half;. 
2nd there were maintained 11x hundred 


Met win the only keeping and looking po 
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004 the waters. Theſe were great works 11- 7 
i] deed, but the Authors thereot in part de- 7 
bt ſerved reprehenfion for their uimmoderate 
jo profuſeneſs. There was at Rome one | 
Ws |; thing that ſurpaſſed their ſtately build- 
[F-40Þ ings, but ( as for name, to ſay no worſe, 
i*|,, and to ſpare your ears) diſhonourable, and 
jp not fit to be named. They had certain 
gs Vaults uhder earth built with Arches, you 
«i may call them the finks of the City ( they 
al called them Cloacas ) running with water, 
Wy to carry away all the filth of the City. Of 
#4. theſe there were ſo many, ſo large, and 


ſo long, that you may well reckon them 
amongſt| the wonders of the World. I 
need not inſtance any more : theſe which 
I have named are ſufhcient. He that 1s 
any thing converſant in Hiſtories, or hath 
heard of the great power and wealtlr of 
the Romans in former ages , will eaſily 
- believe my relation : 1f he wift not believe 
me, let him belicye the teſtimony of Sue- 
tonins, Dion Caſſins , Pliny, Livy, and 
others that have wrote of the Roman Mo- 
numents, | 
Theſe things which I have reckoned up, 
are very laudable in themſelves. But 
they governed their Common-wealth ſo 
prudeatly, that in War for the moſt part 
hey were unconquerable, for Arts and 
th ciences excellent, for Vertue illuſtrious ; 
UNH: . 1» 
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at 


q - upon Eternity, 47 
2 infomuch, that Cyneas an Ambaſſador ſent 
23 from Pyrrhus, a very cloquent and intel- 
7 ligent man, when he had all in vain folici- 
7 ted the City to make a League with his 
7 Lord and Maſter , which League could 
= not ſtand with the honour of the Romans, 
2 upon his return told the King, That he 
-7 thought the City to be a Temple, and all the 
* Senators, Kings, Herein the Remans were 
© highly to be commended; : but in this 
's they were much overſeen (though other- 
2 wiſe very prudent men) in placing their 
> Eternity in ſuch things as neither could 
] give unto them nor had in themſelves 
| Eternity. If the Romans had made choice 
* of Saint Auguſtine for their guide in the 
: way to Eternity, he would have ſhewed 
; them a more certain and readier way. For 
what faith he ?We do not account thoſe Em- 
| perours happy which have reigned long, or 
1 which have often triumphed as Conquerors over 
| their Enemies, or which have treaſured up 
much wealth. Theſe things often Happen to 
: thoſe that have no right or title to the King- 
” dom-which is Eternal. Who then in Saint 
| Auguſtine's opinion are to be accounted 


truly happy ? Hearken, O ye Emperours, * 


| Oye Kings and Princes : You ſhall in Saint 
| Auguſtin's ſenſe obtain true and Eternal hape 
| pineſs, by the obſervation of theſe Rules 
| following. | 
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48 The third Conſideration 


y 7 The Rule of Fuftice. By ruling juſt- 


Iy, and hating the very vizard and paint- 


cd facc of injuſtice. 


2. This Rule of Ihdeſty. By not being FE 
paited up by the vain applauſes s, acclama- 
tions and titles of honour, but by remem- | 


bring Your ſelves to be but men. 


2. *The Rule of the Fear and Love of 
God. By. propagating by all means the | 
true Worſhip ot God ; /%h ſubjecting all 


humane power to his Divi ne-Majelty 3 by 
ſerving |him 1m fear and love. 


4+ The Deſire of Heaven, By {ctting KR 


vour loye and affettion upon the Kingdoin 


which is Eternal, where one ſhall not cnvy 


another's power. | 
5. The kule of Facility, and readine/ 


#9 forgive. By being iwitt to forgive, nx | | 


tlow to puniſh, but when the glory of God, 


and the neceffity 01 the Commion- wealth 2 


calleth for it. 

6. Mercy and Liberality. By wp 
ing the ſeverity of the Laws by tize ON! 
of Mercy, and the fivect odour of beuc- 
tic ency} 

7. Continency, By not giving the Rein: 


to Luxury, but by bridling your appetites 
and concupiſcences ; and the more liber- 
ty your have, the leis abuting 1t anto licen-Þ | 


tiouſneſs, 
8. Maogeration of Paſſions, By honed 


rather] 


TITTY 


upon Eternity. 49 
| rather to get the conqueſt over evil Paſ- 
IE tions, than by domincering over Na- 
[2 tions. 
= 9. The ſtudy of Humility and Praver. 
. 24 Ly doing a'l theſe, not for vai 10-glory, but 
2 tor the glory of Ged, and the attainment 
& of Eternal telicity : and again, by never 
q regle&ing that moſt noble tacritice of Hu- 
= nity and Prayer. 
* Theſe Rulcs or Laws hath St. Auzuitine 
9 fixed upon the double gates of the World, 
are a glaſs fit for Princes to look into. 
4 But, 0 ye Romans, how far have ye gone 
@ attray from the way that leadeth unto the 
Z gates whereon theſe Laws are fixed ! Not 
& to ſpeak of other things, you have inſtead 
} of one and the only true God, brought in 
innumerable others, to worthip them 
E which are no Gods. 
} to make it a great matter of Religion, to 
refuſe no falſity ; and when ſhe ruleth al- 
19ſt over all Nations, to ſerve and follow 
t!12 errors of all Nations. 


IB 


” But to let theſe things paſs alſo: how 
1 vain and ridiculous a thing 15 it for them 
to leave behind them all their Eternity in 


8 Parchmcents and Papers, in Marble and 
; cttier Stone, in Theaters and Pyramids, 


become of their Eternity which' was ſome- 
tune caryed in Stone'? The ſame hath 
D 2 hapned 


For Rome ſcemeth 


| 12 Monuments and Tombs! What is now. 
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&o The third Conſideration 


hapned unto Rome, which alſo befel Fe- 


ruſalem, The Diſciples _—_ at the 
buildings of the Temple at Feruſalem, ſaid 


unto our Saviour Chriſt, Maſter, See what 
manner of ſtones, and what buildings are 
here / Mark 13. «. Whereupon Chriſt an- * 
{wered and ſaid, See y- all theſe buildings 2 * 
Verily I ſay unto you, There ſhall not be left 


here one ſtone upon another, that ſhall not be 
thrown down, Matth. 24. 2. So there 15 
nothing Eternal in this World, And where 
15 now old Rome 2? If this queſtion be de- | 


manded ; the Anſwer may be this, ere it |. 


was. Where are they that built it ? They | 


are dead and gone. There is not ſo much |}. 
as their Aſhes left of them.And ere long we |}: 
muſt all.go the ſame way, become like a |: 
ſhadow, return unto duſt, and be diflol- |: 


ved into nothing. Oh the poor and mean} 


condition of mortal Men , even at the}. 
greateſt ! Oh the inſtability and frailty off: 
the ſirongeſt Men, even 1n the prime ofþ 
all their ſtrength ! For what is now be-PF 
£ome of all thoſe things, or where are: 
they ? They are quite vamſhed away, Where|: 
is their Money, which they heaped up be-!! 
yond belief? 'Tis ſcattered abroad. Wherc|! 


are their ſtately and lofty buildings ? They}: 
are not to be ſeen. Such are all things elſe, 
though to us they ſeem never ſo great, no-® 
thing elſe but a meer ſhadow, and a dream,}} 
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'mouldering, and made but of Clay, 


«pon Eternity. $1 
if they be compared with Eternity, and 
thoſe things which are Ezernal, The foun- 
dation on which the whole fabrick of va- 
miſhing glory 1s ſet up, is tco weak and 


and Marblb cannot be 1ngraven with Cha- 
rafters and Inſcriptions of Eternity, Well 
faith - Laftantins, The works of mortal men 
are mortal, That there was a. Babyl:n, a 

Troy, a Catthage, and a Rome, we believe : 
But ir we will belicye no more tian we ſee, 
there be ſcarce any reliques or ruinous 
parts of them remaining, to perſwade us 
that there were ſuch Cities. So the ſeven 
wonders, of thee world, ſo Nero's golden 


Palace, DiþocletiAn's hot Baths, Antonzizs his 
Baths, Severugly Septizonium, Tulins his 
Colotſus, Ponlyey Amphitheater, have no 


footſtep or Þrint of them remaining ; no, 
ſcarce upon Record, or regiſtered in Books. 
And how far have all of theſe come ſhort 
of Eternity, 


CHAT. + 
Fhw far the Romans have gone aſtray from 
the true way of Eternity. 


T Nazareth, in a certam condan 
called by the Name of the Bleſſed 


Virgin, there 15 1a one place mention made 
D 3. of 
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wh Of a Kingdom, oY win Kinedom there frall =o 
Ike tem end, Luil.1.53 . Such was not tlic King- ? ” 
"i dom of S9/rn0n 7 for that laſted but four * _ 
i thundrdd year:, cvei to the Captivity of Ba- ! -,_. 
FRY by lin, Sieh wa , not the Kingdom of the Ro-v _ 
"hl 7 71s, Nether of the Peijrans,nor yet of the ; _ 
Wit Greci ms, Fat where are now thoſe King- ES 
Þ downs Ja former tings moſt Houriſhing ? "” 
f j Whzreare thoſe mott ant! 1ent Monarchic: f gw 
(1 0 F- 1U7 ” dreat was 2 ebnuchadl Neg 7AY 11 Coalde ET 
o "A ad Sz, and after Rim Belſh.t 2.47? From | ., 
$1108 t1cm the Scepter was trantJated unto the as 
kl Afeaes and Perſians, to Cirizs and Darins, | \; 
A neither continued 1t there Jong. From | +: 
2 Wa thence 1t was trantlated into Greece, to A-R , 
Wig lex:nder, ſurnamed the Great, King of Mr- | \ 
Wo cedon, for a long tume moſt victorious and | _ 
Kel fortunate. Bu t as w arlikeFYpur decaycd,fo | a 
1 fortune failed. nd fo the\Seepter was tran- C 
TM {lated ihto Italy to 7ullrrs Ceſar, and Ocfa- S 
Wi Uians |Auguſins, What 1s become*of all ; 
{ih theſe Kings? Where are they ? But thov,O Þ ( 
441 07 Chriſtian man,ſeek that Kingdom, Of which 
"3:1 mak Kingdom there ſhall be m end. Numant1a, 
Tod Athens, | Carthage, and Sparta, all are come 
3 lh to an cpd.they arc utterly pertihed, But as . 
1.00 for the Kingdom which is above, Of that | 
wil  * There ſhall be no end, The King that ruleth þþ . | 
TE 1 thereis|Cternal, and thoſe that live in that | 
it _ Kingdom are Eter nal. The Lord fp all rergn | 
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upon Eternity. 53 
words, ſaith Origen, Do# thou think that the 
Lord ſhall reizn for ever and ever 2 Tea, he 
ſhall retzn for ever and ever, and beyond that 


199, Say what thou canſt, thou ſhalt ſtill 


come ſnort of the duration of his King- 
dom : the Prophet will ſtill add ſomething, 
as for examy/e.after for ever, yet more, and 
ping Ss. + to9, And yet,faith 1/idore, 
though this Kingdom be Eternal, though 
1afinite, though every way bletſed, though 
it be promiſed to us,not a word of that. For 
what wan 1s there' of a thouſand that 
ſpends the leaſt part of a day in medita- 
ting upon that ? that ever once makes 
mention of that? that ever inſtructs 1115 
Wife, his Children, and hits Servants con- 
ccrtiing that? We prattle niuch. of all 
othe- things 3 bit as for Hcaver, there'1s 
ſcarce any niention made of that 3 or If 
there be, ſurcly 1t 15 very rare. In ſet- 
ting fort the commendation of J11s own 
,ountrey, CVEry man 15 a nuinble-tongued 
Oratour : But as for that which is our true 
Countrey indecd, we bluſh and are almoſt 
aſhamed, being, too modeſt in commend- 
ing that. For it 1s come to pals in theſe 
days, by the diſuſe of holy conference, 


' that men think themſelves not witty nor 


facete enovgh, unleſs they ſpeak 1dle.and 
unprofitable word®, and make, (fooliſh 
jeſts 3 nay, that 1s not all, unleſs their 
D 4 | cheeks 
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4 The thira Confideration 


cheeks ſwell, and their lips run over with 
hithy and unſavoury ſpeeches. Oh ! This 
is to £D afitray quite out of the way. But 


let our hearts and mouths be filled with : 


the praiſe and deſire of things Eternal ; let 
our thoughts and words alwayes run after 
them :| we have no other way to true glo- 
Ty, but this ; and there is no true glory, 
but that which 1s Eternal, 

The chief Prieſts and the Phariſees a- 


mongſt the Jews, to overthrow Chriſt's 
power (as they thought) and to eternize _ 


their politick Government , aſſembled 
themſclves. together in Counſel: and by 
thcir fooliſh wiidom (as it proved) made 

Decrees to their own hurt. Ele- 
Auzuſt, gantly ſpeaketh St. Auguſtine of 

them , Conſulting and Delibe- 
rating together in full Court : The chief 
Prieſts, ſaith he, and the Pharifees took 


counſel together what they ſhould do for |: 


their own good, and yet they ſaid not, Let 
5 believe. The wicked and ungodiy men 
ſought more how to hurt and to deſtroy, 
than how to provide for their own ſecurity, 
that they might be ſaved. And yet they 
were in fear and in counſel : For they ſaid, 


| What do we ? For this man doth many Mira- 


cles. If we let him thus alone, all men will 
believe, on him, . And the Romans ſhall 
come, and take away both our Place and 

Nation, 
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upon Eternity. 55 
Nation, John 11. 47, 48. They were 
afraid to loſe things Temporal, and never 


thought upon the life which 15 Eternal : 
and 1o they loſt both. Such 1s the vanity, 


and affetted mockery of. our fooliſh cogi- 


tations. What are we? and what 15 all 
that we call ours? To day we flouriſh like 
a flower, we are well ſpoken of; we pleaſe, 
and are in favour with Men :. But (alas! ) 
to morrow our flower will fade, we ſhall 
be ill ſpoken of, and out of favour with 
God and Man: Man whom hitherto we 
pleaſed 3; and God, whom we never ſtu- 
dicd for to pleaſe. We negle& Heaven,, 
and keep not Earth : We get not the fa- 
vour of God, and loſe the Worlds favour. 
And fo we are moſt deplorately miſera-- 


ble, and deſtitute on both ſides... If death: 


would but ſpare thoſe that are the happy- 
ones of this World, it maybe they might 


find here ſome glory : ſome, I ſay, ſuch: 
as it 1s; for there 15 none true but that 
But: 
(alas ! ) death ſpares no Man 3. ſees in. 
the dark, and is not ſeen; and watches - 
his time when he. may ſet upon us, when: ## 
we think not of him. What ſhall become * 7 


which 1s 1n Heaven, and Eternal. 


of us? Whether wall he carry us, if here we 


have lived wickedly ? To the bar of Chriſts- A: 


- - 
6.7 
nes LW 


2 ay ee wages &-5Y 
ACE> #” » 6 YER 
Toe er des He ES 
a Sd De 


ET FLY 
FOE 


2 gy bn 3 rn Ot” SESLELICRNC 
CLONRTITYDY AE TILES * 
L - St, ee enman Lg . 
I A - _— G _.* -$ 4 " po 4 
ESC 0a" _ es EEE lg ee 
& 0509 calls (27 * ets JED Fs"; 
4 Eee . by + was ets it he 


en eat 
i 4% 


- > "a ol 
—_: 5 


"ilar, YEY 
o fo $ = > 
= RTE. 


*. "__ 
'_ ©  <_ 
_ wo 
4a * 


judgment, and from thence to. the pit of? 
Hell 3. and from thence there is- no re-- Fs 
Ds  demptions. Sit 
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demption. Nobility from thence ſets no 
man free : Power dcitvers. 09 man. The 
applauſe of men tormerly givcn , yields 
there no comfort. Let us hcre feek the 
tzvour of God and his glory. That 1s the 


true glory which 15 got "by the hunnng of 


vain gloty 3 and there 1> no true glory but 
that which 1s Eternal, 


$o/o179n 11 the Proverbs deſcri- 


Prov. Rk Wiſdom like a Queen, at- 
3- 13. tended by two watting-waids, E- 
termty and Glor y; the hrit on the 

right hand, tne ſecond on the Icft. Glory 1s 
othi: 1g vi orth, if there be not joincd with 
it Eternity ; that which all we Chriſtians 
ao expoſt. For hire we have no continutng 
C.1iy, but we ſeek one to come, Eternal in the 
m2.4Uens.| Tize rizhteous ſhall be had in ever- 
tajting remembrance, Keb. 13. 14. 2 Cor. 5. 
z. Pfal.|112. 6, To give an Alms to a 
poor Man, to moderate a greedy appe- 


tite, to refiſt an enemy of chaſtity, theſe | 


are works that require not much pins, or 
time for|the doing; and yet the remcin- 
brance of thefe, together with their re- 
ward, ſhall be Etern i What a ſmall 
thing was it that Mary Magdalen Leſtow- 
ed upon our Saviours feet ! How quickly 
had fhe done it ! And yet it 15 made _ 
throuzhoalt the whole World, Matth. 2 
Some other: :, It may bc, would == as 
mired 
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mired other things in her, her cherry. 


cheeks, her comely countenance , the 


pleaſant flower of her youth, her rare 


grace, her great riches, her affability and 
courtefte, and ſuch like. Theſe were not 
the things which Chriſt commends in her; 
but it was the office which ſhe performed 
unto his feet, The thing it ſclf was not 
great : and yet it was a means to procure 
tor her Eternal glory, and a never-dying 
name. At ſhall be preacht throughout the 
whole world ; This 1s_the Teſtimony of 
Chriſt, This work of hers was not engra- 
ven in Marble, nor caft in Braſs, nor pro- 
mulged in the Market-place, nor pro- 
claimed with a Drum and a Trumpet : and 
yet it hath continued for a memorial of 
her to this day, and fo ſhall for ever, and 
It ſhall be preached throughout the whole 
world, Tf you confider the Ac&;on it ſelf, 


Tud#s Iſcariot the covetous Purſe-bearer 


found fault with it : Simm the ſwelling 


_ and proud Phariſee condemned it : If the 


matter, it was but an Ointment, at the 
moſt not worth above thirty ſmall pieces 


of Gold : If theplace z it was private: If iſh 


the witneſſes preſent ; they were but few : 
If the perſon ; ſhe was a Woman, and one 
infamous : And yet for all theſe, It ſhalt 
be preached throughout the= whole world, 
How many Emperours haye adyanced their 
Colours 
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Colours diſplayed, their viorious and | 


triumphant Eagles, and ſet up their Stan- 
dards in their Enemies Camp ! How ma- 
ny warlike Captains have led popular Ar- 
mies, and commanded them worthily ? 
How mahy provident Governours have 
ruled thetr People very wiſely / How ma- 
ny Kings have eretted rare Monuments, 
and Statues, and built Caſtles and Cities ! 
How mahy learned Men have waited their 
brains in new Inventions, and have like 
Chymichs, diſtilled them into Recezvuers 


of Paper ! And to what end all this? To 


keep their Names in continual remem- 
brance, apd to be recorded amongſt. wor- 
thy and memorable Men. And yet not- 


withſtandivg they lodge in the bed of fi- 
lence, and lie buried in the grave of oblivi- 


on. But one good work that the righteous 
doth, ſhall be had in everlaſting remem- 
brance ; Time and envy ſhall never de- 
face and” conceal it 3 the wiſeſt Men, 
Captains, Prelates, and Kings themſelves, 
ſhall with reverence read and _ it. 
It ſhall | be preacyea throughout the whole 
world, | 


true Eternity 1s, to live well, and fo to 
well. Go to now, ye Romans, if ye will 
ſeek Eternity in Statues and- Marble monu- 
ments ; but you ſhall never find it _ I 
or 


The boly way then to immortality and. 
1 


upon Eternity. 


3 for my part will wiſh rather with St. He-. 
7 rome,. in the life of Paul che Beprir 
7 remember, ſaith he, Merome a tinner, 
3 who if God had' given him the choice, 
7 would have preferred the poor Cloak of 
? Paul with his good works, before the Scar-. 
{ let Robes of Kings with their Kingdoms. 
'! Let us Chriſtians here, whileſt we have 
| time, make over our Riches; for fear leſt 
| we loſe them, let us ſend them before-us 
| into another world : Heaven ſtands open, 


ready to receive them. We need not doubt 


| of the ſafe carriage :. the Carricrs are ve- 
. ry faithful-and- truſty 5 but they are the 


TRE I NOTE Ty Oe En ny 


| poor and needy of this world. We make 
: over unto them here by way of exchange a. 
few things of little value, being to recerve. 
in Heaven an exceeding Eternal weight of 


glory, 2 Cor. 4. t7. For fo hath Chriſt 
promiſed upon the performance of this 
precept. T1 ſay unto you, Make to your ſelves 


* friends of the Mammon of unrighteouſneſs: that 
when ye fail, they may recetve you into ever- 


laſting habitations. But let us paſs from the 


| Romans unto others, 
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A better way than the farmer which the Ro» 
mans foll5;ved to Eternity. 


Arius the King of the Perſ1ans, moſt |. 
notable for his ſlaughter, had in}! 

his Army ten thouſand Perſtans, which 
he therefore called wamortal | 


Cel, ( as Celizs Rhodgzimus 1nterpre- 
Rh1- | teth it) not becauſe he thought 
dizin, | they ihould never die, ( for 


(is. 8, | where are there any ſuch? ) but] 
cap. 2.] bccauſe as any of the number þ 
Gl. 24. wis diminiſhed by ſword or fick- | 
cap. I. ncfs, it was preſently made up; Þ ! 
| ſ> that ſtill there was neither F 
more nor leſs than ten thouſand. Thus 
Darius framed unto himſelf a kind of im- F 
mortality and Eternity : But (alas! ) it Þ 
was a very ſhort one ; for within a little Þ 
ſpace, he and all his Army utterly perith- 
ed. Tye Preſidents and Princes aſſembled | 
tozether, unto Darius, and ſaid tons unto ff 
him, King Darius, Live for ever, Dail. 6. 6. 
Alas ! How vain was this with, and how 
ſhort this Eternity * We live but ſeventy 
or cighty years at the moſt : we are but 
in a Dream, if we think to live here for 
ever. Not without cauſe therefore Xe xes, 
{when for the conquering and ſubjugating. 
Greece 
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upon Eternity. 
Grepce ( as Herodotus reports ) he carried 
with him out of Afra two great Armies 
both by S-a and Land ( 1n number three 
and twenty hundred thouſand, feventeen 
thouſand, and fix hundred, betides others 
that attended upon Soldiers ) upon a day 


| taking his proſpedt from a Mountain, and 
| beholding his Souldiers, fell a weeping 
- and bcing asked the. reaſon why, he ſaid 


it was; Becauſe after a matter of fifty or 


| ſixty years, of ſo many hundred thouſand 
| Men fo elett and ſtrong, ſcarce one ſhould 


be found alive. 

. We may Dream, and feign unto our 
ſclves, I know not what Eferntzes : But 
in the mean time we muSF needs die and 
are as water ſpilt upon the ground, 2 Sam. 
14. 14. 

Another and bctter type of Eternity was 


' tound out at Conſtantinople, in the Year 


| of our Lord 459. 
| [tantznople , 


The Church of Con- 
in the time when Gennad7s 


| was Biſhop, was augmented by a new and 
| noble foundation of a Monaſtery of Acv- 
| mets dedicated to Saint Zohn Baptiſt, 
| Theſe Acxmets were | ſo called for not 
fleeping, becauſe they were never all at 
| once to lleep, but ſtill to be exerciſed in 
| their courſe night and day in finging 
| praiſes unto God. Theſe Aczmets were 
| divided after this manner into three Com- 


panies : 
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. panies:; ſo that when the firſt compa- | 
ny had made an end of finging divine | 
praiſes, the ſecond ſhould begin ; and |: 
when the ſecond had made an end, the |}: 


third ſhould begin. By means of this 
godly inſtitution, the City had 1n ſome 


tort heaven within it ſelf always ſounding F: 


with the praiſes of God ; or at leaſt a 


_ Type or Repreſentation of the Eternity | 


in Heaven, where God ſhall be praiſed 


for all| Eternity, with great delight and þ 


cheerfulneſs, and without all wearineſs, 
Therefore hath, the Pſalmi/t good cauſe 
to cry out, Bleſſed. are they which dwell in 
thy houſe, they will jlill be praiſing- Thee, 


Pſalm 84. 4. Then ſhall all the bleſſed þ 


fay, as| Peter did upon the Mountain, It 
3s good for us to be here, Matth. 17. 
Bernard 
Serm. 2. 
ae Om. 
S, $ 


eth, Eternity is true riches with- 
out meaſure ; but he adds this 


it be ſought with perſeverance. 


Eut how ſhall we ſo ſeek that we may ob- 
tain it ? Hear what the good Father faith: þ 
By Poverty, by Meekneſs, and by Tears, Þ 
there 15 renewed in the Soul the ftamp.and þ 


image of Eternity, which ' comprehendech 
all times. Firſt, Poverty is the way to 


Eternity. * Bleſſed are the poor in ſpirit « for 


theirs #s the kingdom of heaven, Matth. 5. 3+ 
Where 


4. For, as. St. Bernard ſpeak- 


withal, It 1s not found, unleſs { 
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| Where poor men are diſperſed and forſa- 


ken, there is the Heart and the Money 


| locked up together in the Cheſt ; Where 


Money 1s expendcd according to the Rules 
of Avarice, there ts no aftc&t or love of 
poverty, there is no deſire or love of E- 
ternity. Secondly, Meekneſs : By Meekne/$ 
we make our ſefves ſecure of things pre- 
ſent, and have an aſſurance of things 
to. come. Bleſſed are the meeb, for they ſhall 
inherit the earth, Mat. $. $. If any man ask, 
What ſhall we fay of him that is void of 
Meebneſs and Patience, that can ſcarce at 
any ttme fpeak a mild word ? What gains 
he by his implacable impatience ? What 
doth it profit him to rage and fret with in- 
dignation, to make outcries and tumults, 
to ſhew his will to do miſchicf, though he 
cannot effe& what he would ; or to con- 
clude, to falute no man civilly, as if he 
were an enemy 
bility ? What thall we ſay of ſuch a man ? 
If there be any ſuch, he is ſure to ſuifer 
lofs of goods or good name or both.. For 
the . riches which he hath, he poileſſeth 
not, but keeps them like a dog, whoſe pro- 
perty.1s to bark at a man, to tiy upon him, 
and to bite him : as for his good name, if 
he havetany, he thall not augment it by 
the title of impatience : and as for kied- 
ren, he loſeth that: before. he hath taken 


to all humanity and affa-. 
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pollſefion of it. Thirdly, Tears. For by 
weeping and mourning we redeem | the |? 
time paſt, we recover what we prodigally 
Fpent by finning. But this mourning and 4 Of 
ſorrow muſt not laſt for an hour only, or; 
for aday : for this 1s nothing elſe but to/- 


wo 
a 
* 
LOSY 


> s 


A do as he did, who at his Mothers death!? '" 
\ "YU put on, mourning-clothes, forced for the} | *! 
preſent] a few Tears, and fo went along aſ-|| 7?) 

ter the] biere, ang left her not till he ſaw} ** 

her buried ; but the ſame day, or the next ** 

fi day after, wiped away all Tears from his 4 
Eyes, (hanged his weeping into laughing, | '© 

eat | his mourning-clothes, and put oa} © 

cojourg.., This is not to mourn in good | _ 

(0.5 earneſt, to mak? an end of mouraing ſoÞ © 
Wald +: ſuddenfjy. Nut this we do ( alas!) toofy 7? 
Oh 20 5 often. |To Ga; 1 make publick confeſſion Þ *:: 
jake 0 of oug)fins to God, and hear Adſolution ; Þ *! 
we reyent is of our fins, and receive the þ *** 

holy Communion ; and within a day after Þ ** 

we 1in again with delight, and without Þ ©9 

fear, and oftentimes more gricvouſly than ©: 

before!” We deteſt for the. preſent the Þþ ?*! 

wicked courſc of our life paſt 3 and were- Þ th 

tura again to the ſame paſs, We forſwear A 

the fins which we formerly committed ; þ '*! 

and again the ſame day we commit the þ ** 

ſame. | So with the ſame tongue we pro- Þ| ©! 

claim |Chriſt jnnocent, and crucite him = 


afgeſh, as if we were the true m—_ | 
"—— 
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ot Pontius Pilate, who with one and the 
fame mouth did both abſolve him and 
condemn him, confetling that he found n9 
cauſe of death in him, Luke 23. 22,-24. and 
yet adjudging him to be crucified. We are 
'ery fickle and 1nconſtant, but 1n nothing 
110rc conttant than 1n the repetition of a 
ViCcJous courſe of Lite. Alas ! alas ! we car- 
ry too inuch of the A9n, that 1s, Tncon- 
{146GCy 18 our Breaft, Sometimes we arc {9 
zcalous and fo holy, that we will not ad- 
mit of a cheerful countenance, for fear 
leſt it ſhould hinder our fanttity and devo- 
tion : we look demurciy, caſting our eycs 


 downto the ground, and knt the! brows, as 


being angry w ith our ſelves, when we nd 
12 our ſelves the tealt remiſerels or col _ 
in holy duties, But tis fanRity and devo- 
tiog doth never cont gap uc lon 8 : after 4 
white we begin to hate even picty 1t ſt : 
boy the Strcam beingt tarned, we turn az Sa1N 
to our former riot and INtCEMPCTARCE 3 ; And 


{ We are 2s ready to diflolve the knot- of 
F fri L2H 


{ſhip made betwixt God and us, as at 


| the firſt we were unwilling to have it knit. 


.þ At length Pzety, « 


ttended with ſorrow and 


| repentance, preſen ther ſelf again unto us, 
| aud puts to flightYaſciviouſneſs, until the 


 t1mne COMmes 
: our re para 
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that we begin to repent us of 
So we ſeldom continue 
y honeſt and godly courſe, for 
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it ſeems unto us too laborious : and at e- 


very light beck we row down the ſtream of 


our former uncieannci;. Such 1s the incon- 
ſtancy of our life, tot it preſents utrito 
car minds all forts of piceſfires and vices. 
We make an outward jhew of adoring vir- 
Tue ; bat in heart and mind we fall down 
and worſhip vice, a moſt laborious kind 
of ſervice. This is not the way unto Eter- 
arty, unlefs it be of puniſhment and tor- 
ments which ſhall have no end, 

Let us ſingle out one Chriſtian man of 
many, and ſuch a one cſpecially as is moft 
additted to his plcaſure z let us carry him 
along,with us to the mouth of a Furnace 
red hot and flaming ; and then let us begin 
to queſtion him after this manner : How 
much 'ple:ſure wouldeſt thou ask to conti- 
nue burning 1n this Furnace for one day ? 
Ile wt arfrver to this undoubtediy, I 
would not be tormented tm theſe flames 
for one day, to gain the whole world and 
all the pleaſures 1a the world. But lct us 
propound' another condition unto him: 
What reward wou'!dſt thou atk to endure 
this fire only for half a day ? Propound 
what rewar4 you will, there is nothing ſo 
dclicate,ſo precious,fo dcar unto me, which 
E would be willing to uy at fo dear a price, 
a« theſe torments, But. to try once more, 
Vehat reward and pleaſure wouldſt thou 


ask 


&pon Eternity, 67 
ask to go into this furnace,and to ſtay there 
but one hour ? His anſwer will certainly be 
this, Let the moſt covetous and impudent 
man in the world ask what he can, that is 
not to be compared with the unutterable 
and unſufferable ſcorchings and torments 
ef this fire, though they thould laſt but for 
one hour. If theſe anſwers be good and 
agreeable to right reaſon, How comes it 
to paſs, O God, that for a little gain, and 
that but vile, for deceitful} honour, and 
that fugitive, for filthy, pleaſures, and that 
not long, ſo many men ſo little regard E- 
ternal puniſhment in Hell-fire ! We can- 
not be perſwaded with any reward, no, 
though it be to gain a whole world to ſtay 
but for one hour in fire Temporal : andyer, 
if cither gain at any time invited us,. or if 
honour ſmileth upon us, or pleafure allu- 
reth us, we never fear Hell and fire Eter- 
nal, But thou wilt ſay, I hope for better ; 
God is merciful, and his goodneſs will not 
ſuffer me to deſpair, or to be terrified with 
the fear of evil to come. So.indeed we are 
wont to ſpeak : and the words in them- 
ſelvcs are not impious, if our works were 
pious. But for the moſt part our works are 
ſuch, that if we rightly conſider them, we 
have littlc cauſe to hope for mercy. It is 
a very dangerous and fooliſh part,for a man 
to live 1n a conitant courſe of ungodlinefs, 
and 
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and to hope for Eternity amongſt the blct- 
fed. Alas! one tin 15 ſufficient to con- 
demn us. Knoweſt thou not what Chriſt 
hath threatned in the Goſpel ? Whoſhever 
ſhall Jay unt» his brother, Tiou fool, ſhall be 
in danger of hell fire, Matth. $.-22, Know 
ct thou not what Chriſt hath, forbidden ? 
Whoſoewver loketh upon a woman to lult after 
her, hath committed Adultei 'y with her al- 


ready in his heart, v. 28. Knoweſt thou not - 


what Chriſt hath premontthed ? Not every 
one that ſaith, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter into the 
Kinzd)\m of Heaven : but he which avth the 
Will of my Father which is in heaven. Matth. 
7. 21. Knoweft thou not that Chriſt hath 
thut many out of the gate ? He that loveth 
father or mother more than me, ts not worthy 
of me 3 And he that taleth nt his crof$ and 
followeth ' after cy is mt worthy of me. 
Matth. 10. 37, 33. knoweſt thou not what 
Chriſt | hath openly __ p! ſainly faid, and 
again repeated ? Mauny bo called, but few 
choſen : Math. 20, 5, ad 22, Few indeed, 
yea very few. Knoweſt thon not how often 
Ghrift jathexhorte ed to amendment of life ? 
Except |ye be converted, and become as little 
children, ye (hall not enter into Fe KinzHom 
of Heayen, Matth. 18. g. If thy hands 27 thy 
for offend th: Ce, C CUE _ 0 fJ, and cafl F811 
wm the « It 1s better Fo; thee to enter into 
life, halt and maimed, rather than having 
| tw: 
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E Gal. 5. 19, 20, .21. Now if -ally 
{ guilty to himſelf of any one of theſe {ins 
| here recxoned up, and 1s not ſo grieved tor 
| it, that he ſecks by all means polfible to a- 
| void it for the time to come, he may ting 


ſumption. 
| danger of ſtripcs and blows, is an evil that 


> 
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1 two hands, or - feet, to be caſt into ever- 


I laſting fire, v. 8. Except ye repent, ye a 
J all Irhewiſe periſh, Luke 13. 3. And no 
Z long after, Str7ve to enter in at the Nrakght 


p gate : for many, T ſay unto you, will ſeek 
@ to enter in, and ſhall not be We, ver. 24. 
 Knoweſt thou not how expreſly St. Pail 


recites up alli thoſe things that hinder us 


* from entring into that bleſſed Eternity 2 

| The works of the fleſh are manife/t, which 
8 tre theſe, 4 
| neſs, Laſcruiouſneſs , 
| Hatred, Vaiiance, Emulations, Wrath, Strife, 
; Seditions . 
| Drunhenneſs, Revellings, and ſuch like : of 
| the which I tell you before, as T have told 
| you in time paſt, That they wich do Low 1 


Adultery, Fornicatim, Unclean- 
Idolatry, Witchcraft, 


Herefies, Envyings, Murders ; 


things, ſhall not inherit the Kinzdom of God. 
Man be 


to himſelf if he will,this vain Spero,I hope, 
and I hope: hut this mans hove 18 1hdeed 
none at all but mcre raihr<15 and pre- 
For a man to adventure the 


may be born. To loſe at play an hundred 


| or a thoutynd Flurens, 1s a great misfor- 


tune, but may be indured- To lay his 


head 
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To The third Conſideration 


head at ſtake, and to bring his life in dan- 
ger, is a bad adventure ; but at the worſt 
it 1s but loſs of life, and that loſs is not of 
all other the: greateſt. But to hazard the 
eternal ſalvation both of body and ſoul, by 
living at uncertainties,by hoping in words, 
and deſpairing in works, nullifying hope 
by a wicked and ungodly life : this is the 
moſt extreameſt of all evils : this is the 
moſt grieyous misfortune a man can fall 
into ; this is moſt pernicious raſhneſs and 
boldneſs : this is extream folly and mad- 


neſs. Now conſider this, ye that forget God, 


left he tear you tn pieces, and there be none to 
deliver you, Pſal. 50. 22. 
2:0 "CHAS 11. 


That the way of Eternity is diligently and 
carefully to be ſought after. 


FE T every Chriſtian man therefore 


often ask himſelf, and others alſo 
which are 1n the place of God, this queſti- 
on, What ſhall I do that I may obtain 
blefſ.d Eternity, or Eternal bleſfedneſs ? 
Am I in the right way that leadeth unto 
Eternity ? Something I do indeed, but it 
1s but very little, and not worth ſpeaking 
of, I thirſt and breath after the joys which 
are immortal and Eternal : but few are my 
works, cold and imperfcGt at the beſt, and 
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altogether unworthy of an Eternal reward. 
I think it long till I arrive'at the haven, 
but J am afraid of the troublicſome waves 
and tcmpefts by the way 3 when as yet 
notwithſtanding that (1s the ſafeſt and beſt 
way unto heaven, which 15 moit rough and 
narrow. This 1s the very Truth it ſeif that 
Gods mouth pronounceth, and Chrilt prc- 
claimeth, ſaying, Enter ye in at the jtrait 
gate : For wide us the gate, and broad is the 
way that leadeth to dejftrufim , and many 
there be (alack ! tgo many ) that 29 in thereat. 
Becauſe ſtrait 1s the gate, and narrow is the 
way which leadeth unto life; and jews there be 
(alack too few !) that find it, Matth. 17. 
13, 14. Again, Strive to enter in at the 
ratt gate : For many, T ſay unta you will ſeek 
t1 enter in, and ſhall nt be able, Luke 13. 
24, Oh what a fearful word 1s that, 
MAN Y; and that FEW, How 
ſhould it make us tremble / But we miſe- 
rable raen decetre our ſelves, raſhly pro- 
miſting unto our ſelves Et27:7ty ; and yet 
I cannot tell whether we may be more 
truly ſaid to hope, or. to dream, th:t we 
ſhall be reckoned amongſt thoſe fer Lefore 
mentioned. Would to God nw, cverr 
vp whileſt it 7s the accepted time, aiid the 
day of Salvation, 2 Cor. 6. 2. We would 
have a diligent and an intent eye upIn 
. BEj2rnity, and reaſon thus with.our ſelves ; 


ATR nes 


Alats ! + 
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Alas | What 1s all this that I ſuffer ; Or; 
that I ſee others ſuffer ? It is nothing 1k 1t 
be compared with Eternity. What it I 
could rcckon up as many lazours and pe- 


rils as Saint Paul himſelf did undergo as 


they arc by him fet down 1n his ſecond 
Epiſtle to the Corintizans, and the cleventh 
Chapter ? 2 Cor. 11. 27. 


ries, ,fickneſs and poverty ? Yea, more, 


witat ee pg with Saint Paal, and 


—_— vith rods ? What 1f I ſuffered fhip- 


'ack 2 ver. 25. All theſe are notning to 


puniſhments Eternal, Therefore in all ad- 


veriity, I mm thus think with my ſelf, | 


ſhall jee an end of all, Pſal. 119. '96. 

The Prophet D. mnjel havi ing reckoned up 
fundry calamities, at length addetn tha: 
words, Even to the time of the end : becay 
it 8 yet for a time appointed, Dan. L1. 3; 
Come, hither, come hither all ye that arg 
in affliction, in ſorrow, necd, ficKaels, 0 
any otl - cal _ Why do ye drown you 
ſelves 1n own tears ? Why do ye mii 
yoke ti$e | ittvy wn 1to you with impaticnc 
and complaining? Here is comfort tf 

"Ou, great comfort drawn from the tit 
of that fiifering. Are divers calataiti 
vpon ,-u ? Bc not cait down : have a £0 
courage - they ſhall continue only fa 
time; Do ye ſuffer contumely and 

Proc 
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if I ſhould en-Þ 
dure hanger and thirft, enmities and 1nju-F 
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proach? Are ye wearied with jnjurics ? 
Are others troublcs multiplicd uron you ? 
ceaſe to lament; all thefe ſhall laſt bur 
for a time; they thall not laſt for ever ; 
your fighing ſhall have an end. 

Tears may diitill from your apa for a 
time 3, but fighs and groans thall ory —_ 
from your hearts for ever. The time is 
hand, when you thall be delivered yo on 
all ericf 3 - and be tranſlated unto cverlaiſt- 
ing happineſs. This is moſt clear by that 
111 * Fecleſialticus, A patient man will bear 
for a time, and afterward joy ſhall ſoring up 
unto him. Ecciuf. 1, 23. But ye alfo which 
think your ſelves the only happy men on 
earth, and the darlings of the world, know 
thus much, and be not proud, 
Iift up your horn 3 All your ſee :mINg hap- 
pincls (tor 1t 1s no more at the beſt) hath 
but thort and aarrow bounds and limits, 
and 1s quickly palled over. Your triumph- 
ing 1s but for a time 
latt but for a time oy 2fter a time, and that 
not long, death will command you to put 
off fortunes painted vizard, and ſtand a- 
mons the croud. Tien ſhall ye truly ap- 
pear ſo much the more annappy, by how 
much the more ye ſecined to your ſelves 
betre, IN your own 


or joy, all is but for a time 1n this world, 
| | It 


RAD: YIAs ME ney Pex IA ISS 323. 
EE OI POT? 35, Cone AAS IT 97 i es py *, £ 
p 4 F G5 Oe: — * - - _ gs - 
| —"oþ< x I} = \ = os. I oO ny Fa 
ta = x Aots & _—— _ 's ** 
: » RE” % $75 Ys i 4 L2, 5 % 
Ws; Fo N hn Og © wh Me F 
+ cat a oo. 
F3Y 3. + = - 
- _ ”- 4 y 


a ——— ETA _—_— I 
SC IA a8 - - 
up - OE LAY "5 by Ie; he? NS Rp Syn > f 
= 4 > + £ Figs! Sz od tc 1905 $45 he i Carbs” PESTS : "gk 
: y os TI" P———— "_ 2 COIN N 
5 - p _ of w_ — o #7 Pen 7 " 
2s SS oy i 
- " os 23 «1 , Y DH =” 


OTE Ie LS 
A. 2, 
© 


+. - *> 
whe + 1 


by - < þa 
Ys ike $a. »-, {5 
PE. I. x =” d_ 


neither 


3 Your golden dreams 


foolilh imaginations, .. 
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Tt 1s Efernity alone which 1s not concluded 


within any bounds of time. Whether 
thcretore the body ſuffer or the mind ; whe- 
ther we loſe riches 'or honours 3 whether 
* patience be exerciſed by ſorrow or 
perth, cares, Or any athictions, 1nward or 
outward, all 1s but paivted and momenta- 
ny, if we think upon Eternal purihments. 
ror when fifty thouſand years ſhall be 
paſſed after the day of Judgment, there 
121] fill remain fifty thouſand Millions of 
years ; and when thoſe likewiſe are patled 
there [ſhall {tiil remain more and more, 
and yet more*'Millions of years, and there 
ſhall never be an end. Bur who thinks 
upon theſe things ? who weighs and conit- 
&crs then well with himfeit ? Sometimes 
vie ſeem to have ſavour of things Eternal : 
but we are tofled vp and down with the 
motions and thoughts of things paſt, and 
tinge future; our hcart vavercth, and 1s 
$17] of vanity. Who will c{t4LJifh it, and 
{T it j11 a ſure place, that it may ſtand a 
while, and fFanding admire, and adimi- 
ring be raviint with the ſplerdor of Eter- 
nity, which always ſtands, ard 
Auguſt nevcr patleth away ? We!! did 
/tb. Ii. Myrogenes, when Euftauchius 
conf. cap. Archvithop of Ferufulem ſent 
$1, | » gifts unto him, ke did very 


well, I fay in refuſi ing them, | 


ard 


Order of thc Francſcanc, 
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and ſaying,Do but one thing for mc, On- 
iy pray for me, that I may be deirwercd 
from Fternal Torment. Neither of 


was Tutly out of the way when he Tu/l 
ſaid, No humare thins; can f.cm Tac. 
great unto a wiſe man, who hath qgie/t. 
the knowledge of all Et ernity, and lib. 2. 
of the magnitude of the whole 

world. But Francs, the Authour of the 


hatn a ſiving 
far better tlian that of Tuiy, Tie Pic tlurs 
that 1s here, ſai'' he, 1s but ſic crt; but 
the paniimmev! hat tbal! be hereafes +, 1s 
infinite ; [her 
ſiriail 3 but LG fo ory 
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Which [Natl be cre- 


after, 1s Ercrna!. FRE p Your choice, Ma- 


ny are cali. d, i: choſen, but all reward- 
ed accor gd1n CS T3 their WOrKks. 
Let us hatte:: our repentance therefore, 


whilcit we have tune. It 1s bet» 


ter, ſaith Gazric.cs, to be pur- Guerr, 
ged by water, than by fire, and Serm, 


it 15 far eaiicr, Now 15 tne titae 
for repentance z Let. our tiacly 
repentance therefore prevent puniti:ment. 
Whotoever i:2iraid of the hogr-froſt, the 
ſnow ſhall fail vyo3 him: ; he which feareth 
the leſſer detriment, ſhull ſuffer a 


de Puri, 


Ay Cal cr, 


he which will not und derzo the lizht bur-. 


den of Repentance, ſhall be forced to un- 
dergo the moſt hcavy burti.n aud moſt 
E.3 
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grievous punihment of Hell. St. Grego- 
ry hath a _ 3g to this purpoſe 3 Some, 
ſaith he, whilett they are afraid of Tem- 
poral puniſhments, run. themſclves upon 
Eternal punithnent: Rithcr we may add 
that of Pacian 3 Remem® zer, ſaith he, that 
in Bell there is no place for coafctfion of 
fins, no place for Repentance ; for then 
it 1s too late to repent,aud the time is paſt. 
Make haft therefore whileſt you arc in the 
way. | We are airaid of Temporal irc, and 
the Executioners hands ; but what arc 

theſe to the claws of tormenting 
Ambr,, Devuls, and the Everlalting tire 
cap. 8, of Hell? Thc Counſel of Saint 
ad Virg. Amrije to a lapſed Virgin fits 
lafſ. well 1a this place. 

True Repentance , ſaith he, 

ought) not to be in word only,but 1 decd 3 
and this 1s truc Repentzi nee indeed, if 
thou [ſctteft before thinz eves f om what 
glory| thou art fallen; and —_ 
with thy ſelf out of what Book thy na 
is blotted ; and believeſt that nuw thou ar 
near unto utter darkneſs, where there 1 
weeping and gnaihing of teeth without _ 
And when thua art certainly pe-lwaded 
that theſe things: are truc, as indced they 
are, ſ{zeing that rhe Sou! that tianzth 1s 10 
danger of Hell-fre, and there 1s io means 


after Baptiſm left to eſcape, but only Re- 
K pentance 3 


upon Eternity. i 77 


b> conteat to ſuffer any lIa- 
r, aud to utidergo aty affiition, to be * 
freed from Eternal punitiiracit. The dit- 

{cs of the Body move the ficxs man to 
rge tie Body : Le* the Gilcaſcs of our 
Souls move us 4o to tak? the purgation of , 
repciitance ; ict the detire of our Salvation 
move us ; let the fear of Eterna! death 
an Eternal torments move us : Jet the 
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| hope of attaining Eternal bio and Eternal 


glary move us. Lect us emirace tha 
v-111ch purgeth the Soul, and ict us cſchew 
that which polſyteth it. And nothing de- 
files the Soul more. than a filthy Body. 
Faithful is this counſel of Saint Ambroſe, 
and worthy of us to be ermraced. 

O Chriſt Jeſus, grant unto us that we 
may ſo pofleſs things traniitory and ftempo- 
ral, that finally we loſe not the things 
which are Eternal : and give us grace to 
walk in their ſteps,and to follow thcir good 
example, of whom Saint Auguſtine ſpeak- 
eth ; Many there are, faith he, that wil- 
Iingly come under the yoke, and of proud 
and haughty men become humble and 
lowly, defiring to be what before they 
deſpiſcd,and hating to be what before they 
were ; paſſing by, like ſtrangers, things 
preſent and making haſte with greedinels 
after things to come, They pant in their 
running towards th.ir Eternal Country, 

E 4 Pre» 
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.. prefefring Abſtinence before Fulneſs , 
| - Watching before Sleep, and Poverty be- 
fore Riches, accounting labour in the 
conqueſt of vices to be but pleaſure,loving 
their | enemwxes, paſſing by injuries 3 and 
all for the hope of an Eternal reward. And 
who then would not ſuffer any extremity 
and labour, to purchaſe umto themſelves 
an Eternal reward ? 
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T HE. FOURTH 


CONSIDERATION. 


| Upon 
"ETERNITY. 


2 
pan —_— 


How w ho David meditated upon Eternity, 
64 how. wat ſhould imitate hims 


*3* ehghD 


$1472 


nu, it God: ſhould puniſh the Aps- 
* Rate Anzels an I Mc en condemned 
7? the laſt day, with Eternal pu- 
nihments, this hath ſecmed ſo ſtrange to 
ſomes,. and ſo incredible, that Origen him- 
ſclf a man otherwiſe of an admirable wit 
and excellent lcarning, very well skilled 
ir. Scripture, (hath been ſo bald as to 
teach, That- the 'Devils and the Damned 
after a certain time, when "they thall be 


ſufficiently purged by the fire from their - | 


fins, hall at length be reſtored 
to grace, But St. Auguſtine and 
others convince him and con- 
demn him of this his error. 
Yet notwithſtanding this. error 
hath found in the world many 


Lib. 21. 
De etvi- 
tate Dey, 
Cap. 23s 
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favourers. Certain Hereticks called the 
Aniti, have diticminated and ſcattered it 
throughout Spain, by divers their inter- 
pretations.Some thought that all the dam- 
ned, others that Chriftians only, others 
that Catholicks only , others that thoſe 
only that had been more liberal than o- 
thers in giving of Alms, ſhould be deliver- 
ed at length out of Hell.Though St. Au- 
guſtine hath not refuted theſe their crrors, 
yet the holy writ hath done 1t plainly and 
openly. | Matth. 25. 41. Depart from me 


WW ye curſed. into everlaſting fire: And again, 
#! Yer. 46. And theſe ſhall go away into eve;- 


lafting puniſhment, but the righteous into life 
Eternal. Here no Glofles or Interpreta- 
tions will ſerve their turn to defend their 
errours. | Wherefore the Divine Pſalmi/t 
King David, though he delighted much in 
the confideration of both times, that 
which was paſt, and that which was to 
eome., Mine eyes , (faith he) prevent the 
aght-watches , Pal. 119. 148. and a- 
gain 11 another place, Thou holdeſt mme 
eyes waking, Tam ſo troubled that T cannot 
ſpzab, Pſrh 77. 4 What was it , Bleſ- 
fed Prophet, that thus broke thy ſleep ? 
What buſineſs hadſt thou to do fo early, 
before day-light ? What cauſed thee ſo to. 
keep iilence, and to be troubled in mind ? 


Hear what he faith, T have conſedered the 
days. 


> EE % ” Fans 
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> 
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#pon Eternity. 6 
days of old, and the years of ancient times, 
and the years of Eternity TI have had in my 
mind, Pſal. 77. 5. Lo, this was the thing 
that broke his ſleep, when he compared 
the years that were paſt with the years that 
were to come, and with Eternity, Net- 


ther did he thus in the day only,but Icailto | Wi 


remembrance, ſaith he, my ſong in the night : 
T commune with my own heart, and my ſpirit 
made diligent ſearch, ver. 6. And what 
moved him to this nightly exerciſe ? W:l/ 
the Lord caſt off for ever ? and will he be fa- 
vourable no mere ? 1s his mercy clean gone jor 
ever 2 See how he fears and trembles at 
the very confideration of Eternity, how he 
is afraid of God's Judgments , left God 
ſhould puniſh them with Eternal puniih- 
ment.And what 1s the end and cite of this 
Meditation ? "And IT ſaid, this is mine in- 
| firmity : But I will remember, &c. or, 
Now, Twill begin. So inan inſtant, at the 
very ſame minute he became better than 
he was, and delayed not, neither did he 
defer his Repentance, and put it off till 
worſe years ; But, faith he , Now T will 
bezin, now-I will live a more godly life 
than I have done. He ſaith not , Aﬀer 
ſuch an hour, or after ſuch a day; but, 
Now even now. TI will ſome men fay, 
If I were as David was : If I could medi- 
tate of Eternity as bleſled David did, it 
may 
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may be then I would readily and with 
alacrity, ſay with David, Now T will be- 
Zin: But I am fo intangled with daily 
cares, ſo hindred with worldly bufincſs, 
fo diſtrafted into divers parts one way or 
other, that I cannot. I live amongſt men ; 
i ſee arid hear much evil; I nave no time 
or leiſure once to have ſo good a thought 
12 mindas the thought of Eternity, When 
we meet together in company to make 
merry amidſt our ſports, and among! our 
cups, We never confer about ſucn grave 
points: our minds wander up and down 
about | many things, and cannot then fix 
themſclves upon the confideration of Eter- 
nity. |At our feaſts and merry meetings, 
we take our cups, and plcaſe our ſ:lves 
ia mzking jeſts: Thoughts of Eternity 
are t99 ſevere, too ſad and melancholics 
to be, catertained by us; we banmih ſuch 
out of our company. We enquire what 
news/out of Traly, or France, or Span, 
That|which you tell us of ſo often con- 
cerning Heaven and Hell, 1s now old, and 
grown ſtale, We know it well enough al- 
ready, what need you repeat it ſo often, 
till we loath it ? So by this means. there 15 
no place or tiine left once to think upon 


Eteripty. O Chriitian Brother, it 15 trucÞ 


indeed which thou ſayeſt, I cannot deny 
it. [But I could with thou wouldſt be as 
ready 
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ready and forward to amend thy fault, as 
to confeſs it. It 1s too clear aud maniteſt, 
we ſee 1t with our eyes, that there 1s little | 
or nQ care in the World of Eternity, al- ; h 
though one thing or other every day ſtill þ 
puts us in mind of it. | 


? 

e The Book of the Rites and Ceremonies \ Wk: 
t | of the Church of Rome at the Coutecriation % 
1 | of their Biſhops doth appoint thefe words ©* |} 


to be recited, Anns Aiternos in mente habes & | 
Keep ſtill in mind the years of Eternity ; or 
Think upon Etermty. For when the Pope 
new Ele&, ina ſolemn 1nanner 1s carric 

along to St. Peter's Church, there goes one 
before him, having in his hand Wurmng 
fax, and ſhaking it, he repcatcth thrice 
theſe words, Pater Sanfe fic tranſit gloria 
munadi, Holy Father, fo the glory of the World 
paſſeth away. It were a devout and godly 


ch | practice, if we did cvcry day at the begin- 
at Þ ning and end of all our aftions, ſay unto 


our ſclyes theſe words, Annos Aiternos in 
mente habe, Think upon Eternity. But &- 
ſpecially when we arc tempted unto any 
tin, when the Devil ſuggeſts and puts into 
our minds 11] thoughts, and when our Con- 
ſcience 15 11 danger of being wounded, O 
then Think upen Eternity. | 


CHAP. 
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\ 


CH AP. -I. | 
Divers admonitions to think upon Eternity, 


P43 King of Maced5n appointed a cer- 
tain noble young man to ſalute him 
thrice] cvcry morning aftcr this manner, 
Philippus, hyin2 es Remember, Philip, Thou 
are but a mun ; that being put daily 1n 
mind bf Is 1nortality,he might carry hum- 
ſelf towards mortal men like a mortaj man, | ' 
Mach more eught every good Chriſtian þ * 
man, | and true member of the Cathoiick þ 
Tk Churdh, tobe a monitor unto hunſÞlf, and Þ ! 
FR with fue conilderation thrice at the leaſt Þ 1 
10 everyday ſay to himfelf, Eternity, Eterni- þ t 
4h ty, Eternity / Why fo? Set thine houſe in 
4 orAer (ſaith the Prophet to King Hezehias 5) © 
Fil For thou ſhalt die and nt live. There will f 
WW! comgan evening for ccrtain, after which | tl 


Wl thoa|ihait fee no morning ; or there will þ tc 
"560g come a morning 3 after which thou ſhalt Þ d 
a. ſce ho evening.. Have an cſpecial care þ 4! 


{it thercfore in all thy aftions, that thou Þ j- 
i woundcſt not thy Conſcience z and truit | /5 
il not too far to thoſe things that periſh, for Þ vs 
fear leſt thou thy ſygif fogether with them Þ if? 
doſt likewiſe periſh, and finally loze the ff en 
things that are E!ernal. | bl: 

It is a cuſtom in Germany, and not toÞÞ bc 
be diſliked, in the evening when a Candleſ (0 


isÞ 


upon Eternity. 87 


is firſt lighted, or broucht into a room, to 
tay, Des det mibis lucem Aternam, God 
graut unto us light Eternal. We ihall do 
we.l to imitate the Germans in this cuſtom: 
or rather it 15 aſreadv in uſe and hath been 
loig 2g0 in many parts of this Kingdom,to 
ſay, God grant us the lizht 5f Heaven. It is 
very good dally to put us 1 mind of Eter- 
nity. 

There 1s likewiſe a kiad n£ Eternity in 
ſlavery and i nociformengt.. bt infainous 
and horrible, it is a crao! puirtinnent and 
worſe that death it ſelfi;- rome mens judge 
ment, to be gondemnned to perpetual 1m- 
prifoa:nent, or to be a perpetual Gally- 
tlave. | 

Thoſe witich are oppreſſed with ſickneſs 
or other forrows, do likewiſe imagine with 
themſelves, that even in their ſufferings 
there is a kind of Eternity, Whence it comes 
to paſs that we often hear them utter fuch 


 diſtemper'd ſpeeches as theſe, Wi this laſt 


always! Sha!l T ſtill without end be nazled 


| fait t my bed ? ſhall T ſuffer theſe pains and 
ſorrows perpetually 2 ſhall T always be this 
| vexed and tormented ? Alack ! 


theſe Eter- 
aties are but ſnort, and foon come to an 
Butif it be fo grievous to fleth and 
blood to endure flavery or impriſonment 


hore on earth, though but for a moment 
(for our life is no longer, according to Da- 
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vi4s meiture, but a ſpan , which 1s very 
thort) what care aid dill Once, and wiat 
Ctrcumigetion ought wW2 £0 Ute, that we 
be not cdit wato th. priſon or toll, and 1to 
the fathdmicts P18, \ where there is {hve ry 
and impriſonment, pain and torment, to 
be endurcd throughout all ages, beyond 
all times, even to all Etermty. 


—— 


CHAT. 1 


/ That Eternity tranſcends ail numbers of A- 


rithmettch, 

Aere '15 a very common and well 

Known Arithmcetick, which-Children 
are taupht when they iir{t go togcnool ; 
and this is it. Suppoſe there was a Moun- 
tain of very fine Sand as biy as the whole 
Earth} or rather much bigger: then ſup- 
poſ? that every ycar an Auge! thould take 
from this Mountain one, 2nd but one gran 
of Sand; how many thouſai.d, and thou- 
ſand, and again Sr thouſand, yea how 
many | hu: red oatand and yet more} 
how many ft C11 i mill:ons of years mat 
there needs pſ5, bzfore it can be percei- 
ved that the mountain is grown le {s,or any 
whit dicainithed ? Let a maii that is skil- 
ful 1n Arithmetick fit down, and begin to 
caſt, /how many years muſt paſs before the 
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mountain , or half the mountain be to.mo- 
vcd dy the Atugel, Certaitly we. Cartut 
conceive that Cycr | he thall be able to cull 
up the total number of tre $.:d.iut heres 


F 1Nare we miſtiKett - for altaough we cane 
\* 


not conceive 1it p3Htyic ty 
may be done. But Eterniiy excoz: 


ced; 
{ number of years beyond all compariton , 


it 15 inolt certain : for. between : :hing fie 
nite and a thing injinite t 592 75 1 COMPpAUYT- 


ſon, no proportion. Eternity bath no limits, 


no termes, no bounds, none at all. But 
ſuppoſe the damned thould burn 1n Eel! 
| 16 longer, than till the Mountain by grain 
| after grain, year aiter yeir ſhould by the 
Angel be quite re! moved : yet what an 1n- 

comprehenſible number of years muſt firft 
pals, before they can expett to ſee the day 
of deliverance / But (ala) there is no 
| el day to be expected ; their torments 
| ſha! ii] have noend : After thit incompre- 
| henitble number of years, it ſhall be truly 
ſaid, Now ba: zinneth their Eternity, their 
Eternity is not in any part expired, they 


are as far from the end of their torments as 


they were at the beginning. After a thou- 
ſand years, yea aftzr a hundred thouſand 
years, there ſhall not be an end, or middle, 
or beginning of Eternity : for the meaſure 

| of Eternity is Always. The ſame art of 
 Arithmetick about the buſineſs of Eternity, 
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a 1:tc hyine teacheth, 1 words ſomewhat 
difercat, but in meating all one with tne 
former. I thurefore add it, becauſe a man 
can i:gver ſuſticiently think or ſpeak of it. 
Coatider, laith he, what is the length of E- | 
ternity. How long ſhallGod and 
hisSairits retgn:;low long thall 
the damned hurn in Rell ? For 
ever. How long 1s that?Tmagine 
an hundred thouſand years; A- 
las! That is nothing in reſpet of Eternity, 
Imagine ten hundred thouſand years,yea io 
many ages : Yet that is nothing, £ernzty 1s 
ſtill as long as it was. Imagine a _inouſund 
millions of years : And yet that is :zothing. Þ 
Eternity 1s not a whit ſhortned. Imagine yet | 
more |a 10000000000000000000000000 F [; 
0000 z thouſand-thouſand ; thouſand-thou- | 
- ſand; thouſand-thouſand 3 thouſand-thou- | 
ſand Millions of years. Imagine, I ſay, the 
damacd ihou!d burn 1n Hell fo many years, 
and vet thou hiſt aot found the very begin-Þ fi 
ning of Etern;ty.Imagine once more ſo ma- 
ny nillions of millions of years as there arc 
drops in tte Sea,and yet thou art not come 
to the beginning of Eternity.Such for cont1- 
nuance in the Eternity of joy into which the 
blefled ſhall enter, and tne Eternity of tor- 
meats which the dzmn<&ſhall ſuffer.O Je- þ 
ſus ſpare us, ſpare us O Jeſus, O Jeſus, fave 
us, Have mercy upon us,O good Jeſus, anu 
\ ſafer Þd! 


Cornelius 

a Lapide in 
c.15. Exod. 
Ver. 8, 
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avon Eternity, oo} i 
ſuffer us not to be plunged headiong into 
' the bottomlets pit, to. be termentcd with 
| the damned for all Eternity, 

-| But yet if God would but ſay unto the 
1Þþ dainned,let the earti be covered with moſt 
1Þ tine ſand, and let the world be filled there- 
7 þ with, and Ict 1t be licaped up fo high as hea» 
e | ven,and then let an Angel come once in e- 
- | very thouſand years, and take one grain of 
'. | ſand out of this heap 3 when after fo many 
o | thouſand years as there be grains of ſand, 
5 Þ the Angel thall have removed the whole 
4 Þ heap,then will 1 deliver you out of He!l : O 
5. | how would the damned exult and rejoyce, 
:t F and not think themſelves damned ! But (a- 
O Þ las) after ſo many thouſand of years there 


1- | remain-yet more, and more, and infinite 


1- | more to all Eternity,even for ever and evcr. 
2 | This 1s that heavy weight that fo preifeth 
s, the damned. Let every one therefore that 
i- | finneth, conſider with i11mſelf, and again, 
1- FI fay, let him cuntider , that unlets he 
re frepent, he ihall be preiled and groan un- 
ic Eder this heavy weight of Eternity. 


i Gulielnus Peraldis, Biſhop of Lions, a - 


1c Fvery religious and Icarned man, hath ano- 
ther manner of reckoning,meditating upun 
the 1anumerable number of years through- 
out witch the damned ſhall be tormented, 
If the damned, faith he, ſhould every day 
diſtill from their eyes but one ſinall tear, 
| | and 
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and thoſe tears ſhould be added together 


day after day,they would at length far ex- 


cced the drops of the Ocean : for they haveſ 
their number and meaſure z and it 1s caticÞ 
with God to fay, So many are the drop; 


of the Occan and no more ; but the tear; 


of the damned excecd all number and 
meaſure. Alas / Alas / How little do weſf 
think upon theſe things ! How freely andf 
wilfully do we tin, and make our felve | 


guilty of Eternal puniſhment , and ' thi! 


oftentimes for a very little, ſhort and filthy | 


picafure, 


Yet there remains one way more, ff 
caſting up this numberleſs number of yearsÞ 
Suppole there were a ſchedule of Parchf 


ment a ſpan broad, but ſo iong that i 
would begirt and incircle the whole Globc 
of the Earth : and ſuppoſe it were writte 
all over very cloſe with figures of 9, fro: 
one end to another : who ſo skilful an 4 
ritlmetician, that can tel the numbe 
thereof ? What Mountain fo great, thi 
-confiſteth of ſo many grains of duſt of ſand 
What Ocean fo vaſt, rhat contaiceth with 
in it ſo many drops ot water ? And yet th 
is nothing to Z Fternity : it ſcreccheth it ſc 
farther than fo ; it knows no bounds ; it! 
extended beyond ail meaſure. But h 
AF 1s it extended ? It is extended infinite! 
and without end, If thy hcart (O _ 

! 


upon Eternity, G3 

ſtian Man) bc not turned into a ſtone, it 

cannot but melt at the contideration of 
theſe things, and the very thought of the 
bottomleſs pit and Eternal puniſhment will 
make thee fcar and tremble. If 'there be 
any ſenſe 1n thee, here 1t will ſhew it (elf. 
But as I ſaid before, too few think upon 
theſe things z and too many lite fa ſecure 
of their ſalvation,-as if there were no Hea- 
ven, no God, no Hell, nor Eternity, Every 
day they heap up fin upon fin, as if they 
labourcd and ſtudied to make their laſt day 
to exiceed the former, for the meaſure and 
number of th«1r fins : and ſo they paſs unto 
Eternity ſporting and playing, as if they 
went to priſon but a few weeks or days. 
Such men as theſe faith St. Gregory, when 
they ſhould be mourning for their fins, 
they are dancing for their pleaſure ; and 
when they ſhould be ſeriouſly meditating 
upoa dat, they run laughing unto cxe- 
cution. This 15 blindneſs indeed, this 1s 
obirtvious madnefs. For this thort life which 
is but the ſhadow of Eternity, we labour 
beyond all meaſure ; but for the life which 
1s Eternal, and mult happy,we ſcarce take 
any pains at all; And yet the not obtain- 
ing of thi life 1s the incurring of Eternal 
death; witch as it is a torment niore grie- 
yous ti,an all the torments of this life, ſo 
in this 1t 1s inoit grievous, that there-is no 


reſt i | 
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reſt or mitigation of pain, no not for one $1 
ſnort hour 1n the infinite ſpace of all 2. | 
terntty. 


" 
— 


What effeff and fruit the conſideration of E- all 
ternity bringeth forth, = 
AV this 1s it that hath made ſo many nt, 
good Chriſtians, and ſo many Holy - 

u 


Martyrs ſo prompt and ready to ſufter any 
torments, and any kind of death,that even 
in their greateft pains, when they lay wal- 
lowing 1n their own blood, they were moſt 
ſtout and couragious, and with a conſtant 
look ahd chearful countenance inſulted 0- 
ver their Tormentors. They had the years 
of Eteinity in mind, This 1s 1t that hath 
made the world ſecm diſtaſteful and un- 
pleaſant unto many, '1nſomuch that they 
have taken their leave of ail pleaſures, and 
embraced and cntertained a ſevere ant] 
ſtrit courſe of life , giving themſelves 
wholly to reading, meditation and prayer, 
and ſach holy duties, minding heaven, and 
heavenly things. They had the years of E- 
tornity.in ind, The thought of Ere; nity 
will mate all things in this life ſeem eaſe 
and yicafaat, thonzgh to Hetn and blood by ft 
they ſeem moſt grievous and unpicalant. th ſo 
| It 
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Fit makes all labours ſeem light and very 
ſhort. Prayer, ſtudy, watching, and ſuch; 
like holy duties 1t commends unto us, and 
makes them ſeem amiable. It ſeafons and 
ſweetens hunger and thirſt, It mitigatcs 
the ſenſe of pinching poverty. It makes 


all manner of crofles in this life not only -_ 


tolerable, but alfo grateful and comfor- 


table, Whoſoever hath the years of Eter- 


nity in mind, and imprints them within, 
dceper an Oe_ by daily meditation, 
ihunneth no labour, - neither 1s daunted 
with any lofles. Offer him a Kingdom, 
offer him all the delights and pleaſures in 
he World : and he will not change his 
poor eſtate and condition for them. Such 
1 man as this is never complaining z he 
; ſ£ndures all things, he ſubmits hunſelf to 
h ll, For thus he thinks with himſelf, what 
1 ſmall thing 1s this or that, that oy this, 
nd of how ſhort continuance ! I will 
herefore- endure 1t patiently ; 1t will not 
aſt always. It 1s but for an hour, and that 
very ſhort one, that mine enemies here 
ppreſs me. Well, go to ye detraftors, bite 
e ſtill, if ye will, ye envious; I will not 
n from you. This 15 your hour and the 


” A0 EY A. ik i... 


t the Lord, and the day of Eternity ; and 
hy ſhould I afflit and torment my ſelf 
ith ſorrow and lamentation ? All this life 
| F is 


ower of darkneſs : But I expett the day ' 
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of one hour : The viftory | 

but the triumph 1s Efernat 
be afraid of the raging wave: 


35 but 4 death 
not difficult 3 
Why ſhould 1 


of this troubleſome world ? I have fight 0 
the haven already. Now it rains and thut. 


ders upon the he 
but the ſtorm w1 
upon his enemies 

- fire and brimſton* 
ſhall be their port! 


2ds of the good and godly; 
Il ſhortly blow over. But 
God ſhall alwayes rai! 
ſtorm and tempeſt : thi 
on to drink, Dan. 12. 2 


And many of them that ſieep in the duſt of t1: 
earth, (ſo propheſieth Danie!) ſhall awate 


ſome to ever 


everlaſting contempt. 
commanded Moſes, 


Make thee 
nn piece ſhalt t 
WY —\ but with one trumpet, 
| mare the hea 
ther themſelv 


alarm, 


theſe two words, 
This is the law © 
be! merry 3 now |ct 
our goods, 


enjoy 
come, 


roſes, be 
leave in every P 
of our joy. They 
und of this Trumpet, they that have 


laſting life, and ſome #0 ſhame an 


In the old Law Go 
ſaying, Numb. © 


two trumpets of ſilver, Of eve 69 i 
hou make them, Ve. 4+ Tj vry 6» 


then the Princes, wh: 


ds of the thouſands of Iſrael ſail; 


»s unto thee. When ye b19w 


then the Camp ſhall 89 forwaii 
Unto theſe two trumpets we may Comp 


NOW and ALWA) 


f the world, NOW It} 


us rejoyce ; now |ct 
while we have the 


let us naw crown our ſclves w! 


_ 


fore they be withered 3 nw let 
lace the figns and footſi! 


that attend only to! 
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| tot hear nothing but this NOW, they live 
for the moſt part fo, as if there, were no 
# ALWAYS for to follow. Therefore they 
'ſ do not remeve the camp ; amidſt their 
| pleaſures they wiltully forget that they are 
5 here but Pilgrims and ſtrangers : whither- 
ut} ſoever the wanton tleſh inviteth them they 
i" go with greedineſs : they are buſied alto- 
uF gether in heaping up riches and following 
24 pleaſures: and the ſound of this NOW 
doth ſo obtund and dull their ears, that 
eJ they are deaf to all good counſels and pre- 
ny cepts : and they will not ſo much as lend 
O04 an ear to that ALWAYS which ſhall fol- 
4! But them which open their ears ta 
Al -., 4nd their hearts to underftand, when 
J the C.urch ſoundeth both trumpets, ( as 
1} 1t often doth) and thereupon ſeriouſly con- 
{der with themſelves, and compare toge- 
ther this ſhort NOW with that 1nfinite and 
everlaſting ALWAYS, they will uſe no 


they live here as Pilgrims and ſtrangets : 
they have their loyns girt ; they remember 
that they are in a journey z they fend their 
riches and pleaſures before them into their 
wi Country which 1s above ; they chuſe rather 
let} to enjoy them ALWAYS in Heaven , 
tithan NOW for a ſhort time upon earth. 
oF Certain it 1s, whoſoever hearcth attentivcly, 
eQJand mindeth ſeriouſly the Alarm - of theſe 
E-4  ©- .u 


| 


iy delay, but preſently remove the camp : 
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and things tranſitory with things Eternal, F 
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Trumpets, and thereupon compareth to. © 
gether | things preſent with things future, Þ* 


b 


he will preſently make himſelf ready to de-_ 
part, he will prepare himſelf a place off. 
burtal, he will lay out his winding-ſheet,þ 
he will ſend for his bier, and furnith him-ſ_ 
ſelf with all things neceſſary for his jour-Þ 
ney, remembring ſtill in every place, thatÞ 
he is paſſing on the way to Eternity, andP. 
conferring with himſelf every day after thisþ 
mariner : How ſhall I be able to give an 
account unto God for all my thoughts, 
words and deed ? and, When ſhall I give. 
up my account ? and what ſentence will 
he paſs upon me ? NOW therefore will | 
die unto my ſelf, that I may ALWAYS 
live unto my ſelf and unto God. Well 
it with that man, which timely and daily; - 
thus thinketh upon Eternity. Whatſoevep: 
we do, we are paſſing on our way, and wg: 
do not know how ſhort it is, unto the gatÞ 
which leadeth unto Eternity. At the lai 
hour of our life, death ſhall bring us untÞ 
this gate, and compel us to enter. Let | 
therefore fo live, as if we were always es ; 
peQing death, that if it ſhould pleaſe Go 
at any time to-viſit us with ſickneſs, ti 
fore-runner of death, we may entertain! 
cheerfully, and bear it patiently, itt! 
up our eyes unto Chriſt hanging Mg” tly 
| "of 
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Croſs, the true and perfe& pattern of Pas 
ticnce : and when the time of our diffolu- 
tion draweth ncar, praying thus ; Lord 
Jeſu ftand by me and comfort me 3 Lord 
Jcſu be preſent with thy ſervant that put- 
teth his truſt in thee 3 Lord Jeſu make me 
partaker of thy victory, Lord Jeſu receive 
my ſpirit, and lead me through the dark- 
ſome valley and ſhadow of death, lead me 
and tforſake me not until thou haſt brought 
my foul into the land of the living, O thou 
moſt potent conquerour of death, O thou 
which art my light,” life, and ſalvation, 
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THE FIFTH 
CONSIDERATION 


Upon | 
ETERNITY. 


How others, even wiched men themſelves, 
have meaitated upon Eternity. | 


H E old Hiſtory of the Fathers tel- 
leth us of a rel1g10us Man, that 


reading upon the ninetieth Pſalm 
came at length, having not thought of it, 
to theſe words, For a thouſand years in thy 
fight are but as yeſterday, when it is pat, 
and here ſtuck: For he could not con- 
ceive a reaſon, why a thouſand years and 
one day ſhould be compared together. 
Whereupon they ſay there was a little bjrd 
ſent by God, which fo raviſht the Man 
with her ſwcet ſinging, that though he 
heard her ſing a very great while together 


yet he thought the time very ſhort, ſcarce 


a ſhort hour long. The wind bloweth where 


it liteth, John 3. 8. Not good men only. 
have with holy David meditated upon E-- 
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ternity, but even wicked men alſo, and 
thoſe oftentimes againſt their will, * 
Benedicius Rhenamy reports of a vain and 
ungodly tellow, a very epicure and mere 
worldling, which never ufed to faſt or 
watch ; one that could not endure the. 
want of any thing, but eſpecially ſleep : 
Upon a certain night, it ſeemeth, this fel- 
low could not ſleep as he was wont, Ecing 
much troubled with unuſual dreams : fo 
he turneth himſelf upon his bed from one 
{ide to another, and could not by any 
means get any reſt 3 then he wiſhed 1t 
were day, But here the wind of the Lord 
began to blow, though it were ina ſtrange 
land : for good thoughts were very rare in 
this man. Being weary with watching, 
and finding no eaſe or reſt at all, thus he 
begah to think with himſelf ; Would any 
be hired upon any condition to lye thus, 
two or three years together in darkneſs, 
without the company of friends, though 
his ſickneſs were not very grievous ? Would 
he be content to want his ſports and plays 
/fo long ? Would he. be content to be bound 
to his bed, though it were a feather-bed, 
or a bed of Down, and never ſtir abroad 
to ſee any fights, or ſhews, or make mer- 
ry with his friends? I think no man would, 
And ] ſhall alone amongſt all men enjoy 
reſt and pleaſure by an eſpecial priviledge, 


and 


pork yore 


EF Y TY 


a 


ed Wo Menudo Mine Eno, 39. A - 0. HS. 8» 
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and have no end of grief and ſorrow ? 
Surely no. Will I, nill I, needs I muſt 
ſome time or other l1ye down upon the bed 
of ſickneſs, unleſs I be: ſuddenly taken 
away by death, which God forbid. (This 
was a good wind, theſe were good cogitati- 
ens..) But what bed ſhall I have next, 


when death ſhall thruſt me out of this ? My 


body muſt rot under earth : For this is the 
condition of all Men after death. But . 
what ſhall become of my Soul in another ' 
World ? Surely all men do not go to the 
ſame place after death. Do not fome go 
one way, and ſome another ? Is there not 
an Hell as well as an Heaven ? Wo and 
alas ? What kind of bed ſhall the damned 
find in Hell? How many years ſhall = 
lie there? In what year after their fir 

entrance ſhall the flames ceaſe and be put 
out? Affuredly Chriſt doth not only 1n 


word threaten to caſt the wicked into ever- 


Jaſting fire, but wall alſo caſt them indeed. 
This thing 15 certain and very manifeſt, 


\ * Therefore the damned. ſhall burn in Hell 


for ever. Therefore a thouſand, and a 
thouſand, and again I ſay a thoufand 
years will not ſuffice to purge away the 
ſins of this ſhort life. Therefore - they 
ſhall never ſee the Sun any . more, nor 
Heaven, nor God, being moſt miſerable 
Eternally avd without end, With ſuch 

F g thoughts 
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thoughts as theſe this man became ſo vigi-- 


lant and watchful, and proceeded fo far, 
that night and day he could not. be at refr, 
. but Eternity did till run 1n his mind. Fain 
indeed he would have ſhaken off the 
thoughts thereof, as gnawing worms 3 
but he could not. Theretore he followed 
ſports and paſtimes, went to merry mcet- 


1025, [ſought out companions like himſelf, 


and ſite oftentimes fo long at his cups, 
that he laid his Conſcience afleep, and fo 
ſeemed to take ſome reſt ; but when he 
came! again unto himſelf, his Conſcience 
being awakened did preſently accuſe hum, 
and ſuggeſt unto him afreſh forrowful 


thoughts of Eternity, Thus finding no. 


rcſt, he reſolved at length to amend his 
mantlers, and to betake hunſelf to a bet- 
ter curſe of life. And thus he began to 
reaſoh with himſelf, Miſerable man that 
I am, what do I here? I fo enjoy the 
world, that indeed I enjoy it not ; I ſuf- 
ter many things I would not; I want ma- 
ny things which fain I would have,: I 
ſerve like a ſlave, but who will pay me 
my wages! I fee well enough how the 
world rewardeth thoſe that love it, and 
do all their lives. nothing elſe but ſerve it. 
But ſuppoſe I had the fruition of all the 
delights and pleaſures in the world that: 
my heart could wiſh ; yrhat certaunty _ 
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I have how long they ſhall laſt? I am not 
certain whether I ſhall live till to morrow 
or no : Daily funerals ſufficiently prove 
this. Oh Eternity, if thou wert not ! 
Oh Eternity, if thy place be not in Hea- 


ven, though it be on a ſoft Down-hed :. 


thou canſt not but be bitter and unplea- 
ſant. It is true indeed, 1it-1s a. hard mat- 
ter to withdraw our ſelves away from thoſe 


things whereunto we are. accuſtomed ,. 
whether it be feaſting, or drinking, or - 
company keeping, or ſuch like ; But 
whilſt we delay and defer the time, death. 


may prevent us, and take us away from 
all theſe. 


thou not reſolve thus preſently. with thy 
ſelf? Well, 1 will be another Man than I 
have: been, if it pleaſe God I live, . This 
life laſteth not long : But Eternity endu= 
reth for ever. TI muſt walk now in a new 
way 3 I am reſolved upon it ; and Now I 
begin. Where art thou bleffed Eternity 2 L 


am ſeeking for thee, I am travelling to-. 


wards thee. 

To conclude, he did as he ſaid, he took 
his leave of rhe world, he changed the 
courſe ot his life 3 and fo lived and died 
an honeſt and godly Man. 


L's 


IOg. 


Why then doſt thou delay 2 
why doſt thou not impoſe an honeſt and. 
happy neceſſity upon thy ſelf, why doſt 


Qh Eternity, how few are. they. that: 
think. 
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think thus ſcriouſly upon thee ? But cer- 


. tainly there are* very few, ſcarce any that 


weigh and conſider well with themſelves 
what they are, and ſo continue and perfiſt 
in that conſideration, We ſeck carneſtly 
after all other things, only Eternity feem- 
cth |vile unto us, and not worth. the look- 
ing after. Our thoughts run after riches, 
and yet the pofleffion of them is very un- 
certain 3 we know not how ſoon they ſhall 
forſake us, or we them. We are ambitious 
after honours; and yet they are ſlippery, 
and' ſoon {lide away from us. We are1n 
love with pleaſures : and yet they have 
ſorrow and bitterneſs in their latter end. 
We detire reſt : but it 1s of no long conti- 
nuance. We knit the knot of friendſhip 
with others : but it is ſuch as death ſhall 
Quickly dillolve, We are never well but 
when we are converfing with others : but 
our. converſation 15 never in Heaven, where 
it ſhould be. We ſcek for abundance: but 
3t 15 thcte where it will ſoon fail. But 
furely if we did more often and ſeriouſly 
think upon Eternity, we ſhould not have 
fuch a fervent defire after things of ſo 
ſhort a continuance, I call Saint Bernard 
to witneſs, who ſaith thus, He that longeth 
after things Eternal cannot but loath things 
tranſitory. 

There - are that have often in their 
mouths 
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mouths I know not what Eternity, that 
will promiſe and ſwear, and make good 
reſolutions of amendment, and ſay thus : 
As long as I live, I will beware of ſuch a 
place, or ſuch a place, where I have for- 
merly been tempted to fin : I will never 
come near ſuch a Man, or ſuch a Woman, 
or ſach a one that was iy companion in 
evil, I will never come near him as long 
as I live. As long as I live, I will never 
go to ſuch and ſuch mectings, where there 
uſeth to. be gluttony and drunkenneſs , 
dancing, chambering and wantonnefs , 
and ſuch hke. Tt ſhall ſuftice me that 
{ have been there once, and again, and 
perhaps oftner ; that I have done as the 
company did, that I have ſinned. with ſuch 
and ſuch. 


Tn this I commend thee, O Man ; Be- 


cauſe fin 1s to be feared, thou doſt well in 


purpofing to avoid the occaſion of ſinning : 
and I could wifh thou wert as religious 1n 
obſerving what thou haſt promiſed, as thou 
art ready to+promiſe. But (alas! ) after 
a day or two, yea an hour or two, too 
forgetful of thy promiſe and good reſolu- 
tion, thou doſt again the very ſame thing 
which lately thoa didlſt deteſt, abhor and 
forſwear. Therefore before thou makeſt 
a vow or promiſe unto God, it is good: to 


' uſe due conſideration and foreſight ; and 


when 


Theſe are good reſolutions : - 
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when' thou haſt made a vow or promiſe un- 
to God, it 15 ncceilary to uſe after care and 
Chriſtiag fortitude in p-rformance. Thou 
muſt promile nothing raſhly and unadvi- 
ſfedly unto. God : but what thou haſt pro- 
miſcd thou mult rcligiouſly and conſtantly 
keep! and obſerve. 
puniſhing ſuch as break their vows and 
promiſes, we are ſufticiently taught by the 
woful expcrience and lamentable example 
of others. ; 


— 


CHAP. I. 


Tize compariſon of mans labour and the ſpiders 


one with another, 


þ Jpn is another Eternity, and that 
. | the worſt of all, which thoſe men 
promiſe to themſelves, which will needs 
ere& unto. themſelves an heaven out of 
heaven, and be blefſed before they be 
dead. Wherefore hear the word of the Lord, 
ye ſcornſul men, ſaith the Prophet Jatah, 
Becauſe ye have faid, We have made a cove- 
nant with death, and with hell we are at 
azreement, Iſaiah 28. 14, 13. O ye mad 
men! How vain, and: none at all, 1s this 
your, Eternity / There is nothing perima- 
nent and perpetual in this priſon, Ele- 
gantly doth_ the Kingly Prophet declare 

£3318 of 


How ſevere God 1s in. 


5 4 way a. md cop 


+ A Mr. mo reg} Fo BS Won 6 AY 


Y 


thHnew = FF 


apon Eternity,” Tog: 


this; Pfal. go. 9. We ſpend our years,. 
faith he, as a tale that is told, && We 


ſpend our years in muſing, like the \Spider, - 


( for ſo ſome read it.) He could not 
have declared it better, and in fewer 
words. For what are all our years but a 
continual muſing, and weartfome cxecr- 
ciſe? All the time of our life 15 conſumed 
and waſted away with vain labours, many 
ſbrrows, ſundry fears, often ſuſpicions, 
and innumerable troubles : Even as the 


Spider ſpendeth her ſelf in the weaving of | 


11-r web. Qur labours are continual, 
linked one unto another 3; our fighs and 
groans continual, partiy in the purſuing of 
our profits and pleaſures, and partly in 
the removing and eſchewing thoſe things 
which we count evil, We do many 
_ things, we undertake many labours, trou- 
bleſome and grievous to be born, and 
mean-while (alas! ſuch 1s our folly ) we 
perceive not that we do but weave the 
Spiders web, taking a great deal of pains, 
with little ſucceſs, to no end or purpoſe. 
We ſpend our years in muſing like the Spider, 
{ It is a great deal of pains and care that 

. the Spider taketh in weaving of her web, 


ſhe runneth much and often up and down, 


ſhe fetcheth a compaſs this way and that 
way, and returneth often to the ſame 


point, ſhe ſpendeth her ſelf in a a——— | 
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of fine-ſpun threads, to make her ſelf a 


. round Cabinet ; ſhe excnterateth her ſelf, 


and worketh out her own bowels, to make 
an artificial and curious piece of work, 
which when 1t is made, 1s apt to be blown 
away with every puff of wind ; ſhe hang- 
cth it up aloft, ſhe faſtnceth it to the roof 
of the houfe, ſhe ſtrengthneth 1t with ma- 
ny a thread, wheeling often round about, 
not ſparing her own bowels, but ſpending 
them willingly upon her work. And when 
ſhe hath done all this, ſpun her fine threads, 
weayed them one within another, wrought 


, her | ſelf a fine Canopy, hanged 1t aloft, 


and thinketh al! is ſure; on a ſudden 1n 
the twinkling of an eye, with a light ſweep 
of a beeſome all falleth to the ground, and 
fo her labour periſheth. But here 1s not 
all :: Poor Spider! ſhe is either killed in 
her own web, or elſe ſhe 1s taken 1n her 
own ſnare, haled to death and troden un- 
der. foot. Thus the filly Animal may be 
truly ſid, either to weave her own wind- 
ing-ſheet, or to make a ſnare to hang her 
ſelf. juſt ſo do many men, like the Spi- 
der, waſte and confume themſelves to 


get |preferment, to enjoy pleaſures, to 
gather riches, to keep them, and to 3n- 


creaſe them. In ſuch projets they ſpend 
all their wit, and oftentimes the healths of 
their bodics, running up and down, la- 

| bouring 
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| bouring and ſweating, carking and caring : 
\ | wearying themſelves, and weakning their 
| bodies, even as the Spider doth by ſpin- 
| | ning out of her own bowels. And when 
| they have done all this, they have but 
weaved the Spiders Web to catch Flies. 
Yea, oftentimes they arc caught in their 
own nets, they are inſtruments of their 
| | own miſchief. The days of mirth which 
| they promiſe to themſelves, prove of- 
| tentimes the days of mourning : That 
which they call their. palace, becometh 
' | their burying-place, So we ſpend our years 
| in muſing libe the Spider : 1 ſay, in muſing, 
for the moſt part : For we often purpoſe 
to do many things, and do them not. And 
what we do moſt an end were better un- 
done, Thoſe things which we purſue with 
ſuch greedineſs, for the moſt part flic from 
us; and thoſe things which we contend 
for with ſuch earneitneſs, we ſeldom at- 
tain to: But ſuppoſe we did (Alas! ) 
they have no perpetuity. So the covenant 
with death ſhall be diſannulled, and the 
agreement with hell ſball not ſtand, Iſa. 28. 
18, We all conſume away and die: and 
which 1s worſt of all, we blindly ruſh head- 
long into Eternity, from whence there 1s 
no return. 

Guerricis hearing theſe words read in 
the Church out of the Book of Geneſes, 
Gcn, 
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Gen. s. 8. And all the days that Adam li- 
ved, were mne hundred and thirty years : 
And he gied, 8. And all the/days of Seth 
were tine hundred and tweive years : And 
be died. 11. And ail the days of Enos were 
nine hundred and five years : And he died, 
And ail the days .of Methuſelah were nine 
hundred fixty and nine years : ard he 
died, Wye. Hearing, I ſay, theſe words 
read, the very conceit cf death wrough 
f5 ſtrongly upon him, and made ſo deep 
an 1imprefſion in Ins rind, that he retired 
bimfylf from the world, and gave himfelf 
wiolly to his devotions, that fo he might 
die the death. of the godly, and arrive 


more, ſafely at the haven of Eternal feli-. 


city,” which 1s no where to be found 1n 
this world. 


CHAP. IL 
What is the beſt Queſtion in the Worl1 ? 


Aint Matthew t-llcth us of a young 
LY Man that came unto Chrift, and pro- 
pounded a queſtion unto him, Mat. 19. 16. 
And $1int Mark diſcribeth the manner of 
his caning to our Saviour, and his good 
Ledbe: For, faith he, There came 0n? 
running ant kne-linz to him, and asbed hin, 
Gaod Maſter, what ſhall I do "that IT may 

| | invert 


upon Eternity. YI 


Inherit Eternal Life ? Mark 10. 17. And 
our Saviours anſwer was, Thou kn»weſt the 
Commandments : If thou wilt enter into life, 
heep the Commandments, Matth. 19. 17. 
At Philippi a City of Macedonia, the keeper 
of” the Priſon came trembling, and fell down 
before Paul and Silss, and moved t! 

queſtion unto them, Sirs, what muſt T do 
to be ſaved 2? This was a very good queſtion 
A better and more profitable could not be 
moved. But, O good God, where 1s 
this queſtion now 1n the world ? The 
world is full of other queſtions : but this 
is ſcarce any where to be heard. Moſt 
men do now adays betray themſelves by 
their own queſtions, and bring to light, 
and ſo make othcrs witnetles of their fti1m- 


plicity, or curiofity, or ſome ſuch hidden 


atfeaſe of mind. Re which maketh dili- 


gent ſearch and enquiry where the beſt 


wine 15 fo be ſold, doth ſufficiently declare 
what he loves beſt, and where his chiefcſt 
care is. Another asketh ſuch queſtions 
as a modeſt Man would bluſh to hear : 
And this man ſhews that his heart 1s full, 
and that out of the abundance thereof his 
mouth ſpcaketh., All mens mouths in all 
Places are full of queſtions, ſuch as theſe 
are + But it is a rare thing to hear one 
Man ask another this queſtion, Do you 
think this is the way to Heaven ? It 15 a 

fault 
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fault common to every vicious Man, but 
more proper to the libidinous and luſtful, 


the luxurious and riotous Man, though he | 
be| plunged into the deep, and begins to | 


ſink, and to be overwhelmed, yet ſeldom 
or never to enter into a ſerious conſidera- 
t10n with himſelf, and with a ſincere mind 


ask himfelf this queſtion, Shall I ever think | 


to obtain Eternal felicity by this courſe of 
life? Is this the way to Heaven ? But of 
all men thoſe eſpecially leaſt think upon 
fuch queſtions as theſe, thoſe Lſay, that 


live a ſoft life, farc deliciouſly, and wal- | 


low 1n pleaſurcs, that feel little or no ſor- 
row and affiition, or if they do at any 
time feel ncyer ſo little, labour what they 
can to be ſenſeleſs of it. To ſuffer, they 
cqunt the greateſt of all evils. If 1t gocs 


. well with them, they care not how it fares | 
with others. If it be well with them for | 
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the preſent, they take no care what ſhall 


follow after. They never once think upon | 
Eternity. This is their daily ditty, The| p 
Heaven of Heavens is the Lords, but the earth | 


he hath given to the ſons of Men. They 
want neither ſtrength of body or mind, 
by which to eſcape the hands of men. But 


God hat! long hands, he ſhall ſurely find. 


them out, they muſt appear before him; 


who is the Judge of all the World ; they: 
cannot eſcape his judgment 3 _ 2 
ure } : 
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I, þ ſurely ſuffer Eternal puniſhments for their 
Ic | wickedneſs and their offences. But if God 
0 | in his ſecret judgment caſteth away any 
m . man as a reprobate, and ſuffereth him to 
a- | live after his own Iuit and pleaſure, he gi- 
1d |, yeth him his portion of proſperity and fe- 
1k} licity in this life, he ſpareth him here, that 
of he may puniſh him hereafter. And if at 
Ot} any time he doth any thing that is good, 
ON | he preſently receiveth his reward. Of ſuch 
at | unhappy-happy Men the kingly prophet 
ll- | thus ſpeaketh, Pſal. 73. 5. They are not in 
r- | trouble as other Men ; neither are they plagued 
ny} like other Men, Pal. 106. 39. They go 
ey a whoring with their own inventions. And 
cy | this is a moſt miſerable eſtate and conditi- 
XS | on of life, if there be any. For who 
rcs | God hath predefſtinated to bring him into 
fort the way of Eternal happineſs, he fpareth 
all | him not here in this life, but ſcourgeth 
on! him daily. I might bring infinite exam- 
he | ples to prove this : 1 will name but one ; 
7t) but the like, I think, hath not been ſeen 
= or heard of in many ages. 
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hereafter. A ſtrange example, 'the like 
bath ſcaree atjany time been heard of. 
— 


N the year of our Lord, One thouſand | 


one hundred eighty five, Andronicus 


Empcrour of the Eaſt being overcome and | 
taken priſoner by Taac Angelo, had two | 


heavy iron chains put ahout his neck, was 


laden with fetters and fhackles, and was 
moſt barbarouily and deſpitefully uſed , 
and at length in this manner was brought | 
before the forenamed Jaac. Before whom | 
complaining of his hard uſage, he was de- | 


livered over. to the multitude to be abuſed 


at their pleaſure. They being ſet on fire þ 
with anger, thought it a fine thing to be 
reyenged of their enemy : And thud#they 


uſed hum. They buffeted him, they baſti- 


natloed him, they pulled him by the beard, F 1 
they twitcht his hair from his head, they} 
daſht out his teeth, they dragged him 1n 
publick, they made him a laughing-ſtock, F 
they ſuffered women to beat him with their þ 
fiſts. Then they cut off his right hand | 
and being; thus maimed, they thruſt him 
| 1nto the dungeon of thieves and robbersþ 
without either meat or drink or any otherſ 
. thing that was neceſſary, or any one toſj 


look 


Hhw God puniſheth here, that he may ſpare 


upon Eternity, 117 
ook after him.. Afﬀeer a few days they put 
out one of his eyes and being thus ſhame- 
fully mangled, having one eye put out, 
and one hand cut off, they put upon him 
a very ſorry ſhort coat, ſhaved his head, 
fet hum upon a ſcabbed Camel with his 
face towards the tail, put upon his head a 
. | Crown of Garlick, made him hold in - his 
| | hand the Camels tail inſtead of a Scepter, 
) | and fo they carried him through the Mar- 
; | ket-place very letſurely with great pomp 
; | and triumph. And here the moſt impudent, 


tÞþ vages, after an inhumane ſort fell upon 
a | him, nothing at all conſidering that not 
. | paſt thrce days before he' was no leſs than 
d | an Emperour, Crowned with a royal Dia- 
e | dem, commended, worſhipped, honoured, 
eþ yea and adored of all men. Nothing at all 
y | regarding the Oath of Allegiance, they 
1-| raged and were mad upon him, and their 
d, | rage and madneſs fitted every Man with 
2y þ inſtruments of miſchicf againſt him, Some 
in ſtruck him on the head with clubs, others 
k, | filled his noſtri!s with dirt, others ſqueezed 
irþ ſpungcs upon his face, firſt ſoaked in the 
| ;þ excrements cf man and beaſt, others run 
im him into the j{idcs with ſpits. Some threw 
| ſtones, others threw dirt at him : ſome 
| called him mad dog, others called him 
| fool and blockhead, An impudent woman 

i”, | running 
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runhing out of a kitchin with a kettle of 
{calding water in her hand, poured it upon 
his head as he paſſed by. There was none Þ þ 
which did not ſome miſchief or other to | 
hin. At length they brought him to the | 
Theatre to make +him a laughing-ſtock, | x 
togk him down from the Camel; and han- | 
scd him up by the hcels between two pil- | 
lars. Thus the poor Emperor having ſuf- Þtq 
tered a thouſand indignities 3 yet he bore |th 


and a true Chriſtian Champion. He was 
never heard all the while to lament, or 
cry out of his hard fortune : for it had | 
been to no purpoſe. He was all the while i 
caſting up his account, which he was to [th 
make unto God, and begging pardon for ſhyit 
his fins. He was heard to ſay nothing but fried 
only this, and this he ſaid often, Domine [pf | 
miſerere, Domine miſerere, -Lord have mer- þ 
cy, Lord have mercy. \ 
Unhappy Andronicas, which waſt come 
pelled to ſafer ſuch things ! But happy in 
this, that thou didſt ſuffer them fo pati- yj 
ently, as being the juſt reward of fin. 7 
When he was hanged. up, one would to; 
have thought their malice ſhould havch- {, 
ceaſed : but they ſpared him not then, asÞ} xy 
long as he lived, For they rent his coathg; 
from his body : and' toffed him up andhq 


. down with their hands, tearing him nh; þ 


picce 


upon Eternity. II9 


f | pieces with their nails. One more cruel 
n F than the reſt run his ſword' through his 
c Þ belly, and guts, as he was hanging. Two 0- 
o F thers, to try whoſe ſword was ſharpeſt, 
ie F thruſt him through the back, leaning upon 
8, | their ſwords with both their hands. Here 
1- the moſt miſerable unhappy Emperour 
1- Fwith-much adoe lifted up his maimed hand 
f- Fto his mouth, to put out the blood, as ſome 


tought ,. from the freſh and bleeding 
wound, and ſo ended his life miſerably, 
After ſome few days he was taken down 
from the gibbet, and thrown under one of 
the arches of the Theatre like a beaſt, till 
lome that had more humanity in them 
than the reſt, removed him ; but yet not- 
ithſtanding he was not ſutfercd to be bu- 
ried. O Andronicus/ O thou Emperour 
of the Eaſt ! How much waſt thou bound 
unto God, whoſe will it was that for a few 
Lays thou ſhouldſt ſuffer ſuch things, that 
thou mighteſt not .periſh for ever ! Thou 
Faſt miſerable for a ſhort time, that thou 
mighteſt not be miſerable for all Eternity. I 
bake 19 doubt but thou hadft the years of 
Eternity in mind, ſecing that thou didſt ſuf- 
kr iuch chings fo conſtantly 8& couragioutly. 
EP} Nicetss Choniates is mine Author, from 
oat hom £ borrowed this lamentable hiſtory 3 
and&þd he lived about the ſame time, when 
| NW; happened, | 
Let 
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Let us Chriſtians keep always in miiid 
the years of Eternity, So whatſoever ad- 
veiey or aftiition happeneth, we 1hal! 
more eatily bear it. Every thing 1s ſhort, 
zf we compare it with Eternity. For our 
tight affiittion, which is but for a moment, ſ 
worketh for us a far more exceeding, and F- 
ternal weight of glory, 2 Cor. 4. 17. Herc- 
upon St. Auguſtine crieth out, and prayeth 
fo earneſtly, Domne, hic are, hic ſeca, mod; 
in aternum parcas : Lord, ſear me here, lance 
me here, ſo thou (pare$t me hereafter. And 
 Fulgentius, though a moſt holy man, draw- 
i 1ng near unto his death, threeſcore and ten 
| 3 days before he died, was often heard to cry 
'S out, Domine, da mini modo patientiam, 
i poſtea indulgentiam; Lord, grant me pat! 
i wi ence here, and eaſe hereafter. Theſe wer 
Li h1s words and prayers even to the laſt gal 
Jt Certain it is, God ſpareth them leaſt 6 
all, whom he determineth to take unt 
Himſelf to dwell with him throughout a 
Eternity. 
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THE SIXTH 


CONSIDERATION 


- Upon . 
ETERMNITY. 


as 
DD —_— 


Hhw the holy Scripture in many places teach- 
eth us to meditate upon Eternity. 


HE iKingly Prophet, ſpeaking of 

| [ the Wicked, faith, That they walb 
n every ſide, or in a circuit ;, Pſal, 

| 12, 8, This 1s their manner of life : they 
| go from feaſt to feaſt, from delights to 
| delights, from wickedneſs to wickedneſs, 
This is their Circuit. And when they think 
they have almoſt finiſhed their Circuit of 
wickedneſs, and gone over the round of 
their luſt, they begin again, returning ſtill 
to their former courſe, till death ſtealeth 


| upon them before they be aware. 


The Children of Fob made this law a- 


g ; mongſt themſelves, to feaſt one another 


| round, every one in his courſe. The good 
| Man their Father obſerved and knew very 
well, that this their feaſting round, could 
G 3 not 
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not be without fin : And therefore he ſent, 
anit ſaneified them, and roſe up eat: ly in the 
morning, and offered burnt-off erings accordin; 
to the number of them ail, Job 1. 5. As there- | \ 
 fofe the wicked delight and. rejoice 1n 
going the circuit of their pleaſure : So 
God ſhall appoint them a -circuit to go, 
but it ſhall be a czrcuzt of torments, and 
that perpetual and Eternal. Bleſſed David 
forcſaw this likewiſe : For ſaith he, Thine 
arrows went abroad + The woice of thy thuns 
der was heard in the Heaven, or, round about, 
Pſal. 77. 17, 18. Famine, War, Peſtilence, 
Sorrows, Diſeaſes, -Calamitics, Death it 
ſelf, and all adverfities whatſoever that 
happen before the firit death, are the Ar- 
rows of the Lord ; but they tite over 3 they þ 
have wings, and they quickly flie from one | * 
to another. But the voice of this thunder, | 
the voice of his anger and fury ſhall conti- 


a. ated 


nually roar in the priſon of Hell, and like | ( 
a wheel run round without wearing, for 

all Eternity. This wheel, as if it were filled |, * 
with Gunpowder, when it hath once taken 


fire, ſhall burn for ever and ever. A fie 5s 
hindled in mine anger, and ſhail burn unts | c 
the loweſt Hell, Deut. 32. 22. There isÞ} * 
alſo another circuit, and that likewaſe 15; 
#ternal : from unutterable cold to intole- 3 
rable heat, and from heat back again toÞ} 
cold, Job 24, 19, Drought and heat cn-i 

| frume Fi 
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| fume the ſnow waters, ( ſo ſaith Job) and 
fo doth the grave thoſe that have fanned.. 


St. Matthew f1gnifeth it more expreſly by 


Mitth. 12, 13. That we may more fully 
ſet out this horrible and incomprehenſible 
wheel, order requireth that we ſhew how 
the Church agreeth with the holy Scrip- 
ture in this, as the holy Fathers agree with 
the Church. We have here divers good 
admonittons from all_ theſe, which if we 
attend unto, we cannot eaſily let Eternity 
{ip out of our memory, 


Ug 


CHAP. I. 


The Anſwers of the Holy Fathers and the 
__ Church about this, 


N F all the holy Fathers which have 

lived in divers ages, we ſhould do 

well to hearken unto five eſpecially, Au- 

' guſtine, Chryſoſtoin, Gregory, Bernard, Lau- 
rentius, Fuſtinmanus. 

The firſt queſtion here (which yet may 


.. |. ſeem a vain and fooliſh one) is, Which ts 
. |, cafier, and more tolerable, to ſuffer pain 


F in the head, eycs or teeth ; to be troubled 
} with the ſtone ; to be pained with the 


GON - 


ane 


4 wind Cholick, or Thijaca Paſſi, or any o- 
7 ther acute diſcaſe; neither to ſleep night 
! Ge &; or 


* the gnaſhing of teeth, and weeping of eyes.. 
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or| day, but to be torinented continually | 
without anv reſpite for three days toge- | 
tiitr. The cueſtion now is, I fay, Which | 
15 cafier, whether to ſuffer the pains now | 
mentioned, or elſz to eat a piece of fiſh | 
which 1s made bitter by the breaking of 
the Gall. This may ſeem a very ridicu- 
lous and moſt idle queſtion. For, how 
much better 1s 1t to eat ſuch a whole fiſh, 
rather than ſuffer thoſe ſo grievous tor- 
; ments though but one day ! The bittcr- 
neſs of the fiſh will not endanger a Mans 
® life, nor make him ſick, but leave only a | 
| bitter taſte in the mouth, which is unplea- 
fing to it. It 1s truly anſwered. And yet | 
how many thouſands of men make choice 
rather of the former ! For, how often doth | 
the Preacher teach and exhort, ' cry out 
and ſpeak plaiuly ! Chriſtian Brethren , 
conſider well with- your felves, and look 
about you ? the Eternal falvation of your 
ſouls is in queſtion : If you walk this way, |' 
you muſt afſurcdly look for Eternal tor- 
ments: Chriſt hath ſhewed you another 
way both by his life and doQrine. Return} 
therefore and repent, you have gone long}: 
& |! enough aſtray. You may if you will have 
' Wi entrance into Heaven 3 'f you be ſhut outf 
þ f {l! iti> your own fau!t ; Ged is not wanting top? 
* Fr thoſe that ar2 wiuing. It 1s true indeed, |? 

/! There is ſome bitterneſs in ufing abſti-Þ 
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nence and faſting, in confefling of fins, in 
keeping the body under, in ſetting a ſtridt 
watch over thy ſenſes, 1n conquering ones 
ſelf, in living chaſtly and continently : 
This 1s no eatie task ; But, let it be what 
it will, we muſt ſuffer it. Lube 24. 25. 
Ouzht mt Chriſt to have ſuffered theſe 
things, and ſo to enter into his glory 2 Let not 
a little and ſhort labour terrifie us. It is 
but for a few years, or it may be but a 
few days, that we are to do and ſuffer va- 
liantly 3 but our joy and reſt ſhall be E- 
ternal, He overcometh all, whoſoever 
overcometh and conquereth himſelf, con- 
taineth himſelf, and refiſteth his evil and 
violent paſſions, and all this for Chriſt, 
for Heaven, for blefſed Eternity. Chriſt 
after his ReſurreQion found his Diſciples 
eating fiſh broiled upon the coals : To 
teach them how great things they ſhould 
afterwards ſuffer ; and that they were not 
to think of a ſoft and eafie lite, but that 
they were to be ſtoaed, whipped, cruci- 


fied, have their skin pulled over their ears z 


that this was the way to a joyful Reſurre- 
&ton, and to the participation and fellow- 
ſhip of Eterntty with the blefſed ; that all 
other things were ſmall and of no worth in 
compariſon of immortality, and thar bleſ- 
ſedneſs, which yet cye hath never ſeen. 


Theſe things are often ſpoken of, but they 
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; arc little regarded. This fiſh bitter with 
the oyer-tlowing of the gall, that is world- 
ly crotfes and the ſufferings of this life, is 
often| ſet before us: but it gocth againſt 
our ſtomach, we cannot endure to taſte of 
it. Eternity is a thing we often .hear of, 
we often read of, it is continually preached 
unto us, and often repeated : but we cither 
hear \not, or believe not, or regard not, 
or if we do for a timc, the cares. of the 
world ſoon put 1t out of cur minds, and 
we. bury it 1n oblivion. But agarn, the 
ConſLience often plays the Preacher, and 
recals to our mind theſe wholſome ictlons, 
1s inſtant, dehorts, reproves ; but prevails 
nothing. All is 1n vain, For many are fo 
obſtinate and perverſe, that neither the 
Preather nor their own Conſcience can 


work upon them. But ſome are ſo impu- 


dent, that they will fer themſelves 11 op- 
Poiition, and reply thus, Let 7t go well 
with us here and we cave not we neither 
know mr care what ſhall come hereafter ; 
we are all for preſent profits and pleaſures : 


mo man retiineth again from the dead; net- 


ther was it ever known that any one came 
back again out of Hell, Come therefore, let 
245 eut, drink, ard be merry, let us enjoy our 
goods and take var pleaſure, Theſe are the 
worldlings Ditties : but let S. Auguſtine 


determine this queſtion, Meling eft, modica F 


amart» 


; 


. the ſecond queſtion after this Hom. 20. 


- area thouſand years in compa-- ad Heby.. 


7 "E® \f WE7Þ 
#pon EIeFMuy. | I29* "1 
amaritudo in faucibus, quam Aiternum tor- #3 
mentum in viſceribas. Bctver it ts, ſaith he, ©. 
to ſuffer a little bitterneſs in the mouth, than 78108 
Eternal torments in the inward parts. It is #* 
far better to ſuffer for our otfences here 3 
in this World, than the World to come. 
Far better it 1s for threcſcore years and 
ten, continually together-here on earth, to 
be puniſhed with moſt grievous punith- 
ments, than to ſuffer the torments of Hell 
for one day, yea for one hour hereafter.. 
Bur let us.hear. what another of the Fa-- 
thers ſaith, 
Saint Chryſoſtome propounds 
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manner 3 Suppoſe one night in ad Pop.. 
an hundred years a man thould Antzoc. 
have a ſweet & plcaſant dream, 

and be after puniſhed an hundred years: 
for it, would he think ſuch a dream were 
to be detired ? And yet, ſaith the Father, 
as a dream 1s to an hundred years, ſo is this 
preſent lite to the life to come, yea rather 
itis much leſs:. And as a drop is to the. 
main Ocean, 1o are a thouſand years unto 
Eternity. And in another place. 

What 1s there, faith he, to be Hon. 282. 
:ompared unto Eternity? What in Epiſt.. 
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| the leaſt drop of a bucket compared to a 
' bottomlcis Well 2 Look for no end of tor- 
.. ments after this life, unleſs thou repent- 
;, eſt before thou departeſt out of this life : 
«for aſter death there is no place of repen- 
4 tance, no ſhedding of tears will profit 
#, thee, or do thee any good. Though -a 
| Man in Hell ſhould gnatſh his teeth, and 
blare out his ſcorched tongue, he ſhall not 
obtain ſo much as a drop of cold water. 
Gratrlt then that a Man thould enjoy plea- 
ſures all his life long, what 1s that to infi- 
nite ages which are yet for to come ? Here 
in this life all things good and bad have 
at length an end ; but the puniſhments that 
ſhall, be ſuffcred hereafter thall have no 
end., Set fre on thy body here, and the 
Soul will ſoon depart : but after the reſur- 
re&ton, when the body fhall be from 
the:iceforth 1r1iortal and incorruptible, 
the Soul of the damned ſhall always burn, 
and not conſume in Hell-fire. They thal! 
riſe again, incorruptible indeed : but 
huw? Not to receive a Crown of incor- 
ruptible glory, but to ſuffer Eternal tor- 
ments. bu? let us hear what another of 
the. Fathers faich. 

Saint Gregory meketh anſwer tc this 
commo: queſtion , Vil! not drunkenneſs 
ſooner ſtca} upon a Man in the Wine-cel- 
tar, ſtanding by the hogihcad, than _ 

ar- 


upon Eternity. I31 

Parlour fitting at the Table ? The ſpouſe 

of Chriſt triumphed in the words of $S09- 

lomon, he brought me to the Bangquetting- 
| houſe ( or as ſome read it, He brought me 
| into his Wine-cellar )) and his banner over 
\ me was love, or, He hath ſet his banner of 
| [5ve over me, Upon which words St. Gre- 
gory diſcourfing faith thus, By the Wine- 
! cellar what can we better or more fitly 
'-concelve, than the ſecret contemplation 
: of Eternity? For truly whoſoever doth ſe- 
/ riouſly conſider with himſelf upon Eternity, 
' and lets this conſideration fink dcep into 
{ his mind, he may truly rezoyce, and tri- 
| umph with the Spouſe, ſaying, He hath ſet 
: his banners of Iove over me : tor he will 


| keep better order in his love, loving him- 
{ ſelf leſs, God more, and even his enemies 
' alſo for Jods ſake. But ſuch 1s the nature 
| of this profound conſideration, that it will 
preſently ma Man drunk. Make. him 
drunk? How ? With the drunkenneſs of the 
- beſt defires\ſuch as will lead him to a- 


- mendment of life, carry him to his heaven- 
{ly Country, and bring him at length to 
: joys Eternal, It was caſt in the Apoſtles 
; teeth, that they were drunk with wine.: and 
: fo they were indeed 3 but it was with wine 
{out of this Cellar. St. Gregory hath ma- 
ny excellent conſiderations and ſayings 
upon Eternity : amongſt others he _ 
} this, 
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this, which 13 a very ſhort one and a true | I 
one, Monentam quod deledtat, Afternum | 
quod -cruciat, That which delizhteth is mo- | © 
mentany, but that which tormenteth ts. Eter- | 
nal, Here I could wiſh with Fob, Job 19. ſc 
23, 24. Othat theſe words were wiitten { O | © 
that they were printed in a Boob ! That they | 
were graven with a pen of Tron! Theſe þ 0 
words, I ſay, that which delighteth is m1- þ fu 
mertany, but that which tormenteth 1s Eter- | P* 
nal, The Bok in which this ſhould be | P* 
written, is the heart of man ; the pen of þ fc 
7790 with which it ſhould be written, 15 fe- th 
rious metitation 3 the Inh with which it þ * 
thould be written, is the Blood of Chri8F, þ 
And theſe words ſo imprinted and ingra- th 
ven 1n the breaſt, are then eſpecially to be þ (h; 
called to mind, and to be often repeated, Þ 5® 
when pleaſure fawneth , when luſt *pro- | 
voketh, when luxury 1nviteth, when the þ 
feth rebelleth, and the ſpirit failcth, when Þ 
there 1s occaſion of fin oficred, and dan- Þ 
ger of falling into fin. But let us hear what Þ 
another of the Fathers ſaith, bs 
In the fourth place comes St. Bernard : þ 
He ſhall anſwer to the quettion here to be Þ pot - 
propounded. In the lives of men there 1s Þ tha 
{uch difference, that almoſt now ſo many þ the! 
men fo many judgments conce-ning atiit- Þ 
&ions. There are found ſome ſo grievoully Þ} 576 


, and continually afflited, that they areP lony 


ready |} 


fy 


(1 


1- F 


ref 
ly 


 ſuffereth. 
pats that ſuch as are faint-hearted and 1m- 
- patient, with for death, run into the was 


godly it is not ſo: 


| God s good will and pleaſure. 
| ther detire to die quickly, nor yet to live 


; are not againſt that. 
: that they will : what he willeth not, nei- 
: | ther will they. Beſide theſe two kinds of 
| Men, there is a third, 


apon Eternity. 133 
ready to tall down under the cry, as bc- 
ing too heavy for them to bear. One 15 
oppreticd with poverty, another 15 affiifted 
with fickneſs, another 1s overcharged with 
ſecret debts, another 1s tormented with 
cares, another 1s grieved and vexed with 
injuries and flanders : every man thinketh 
that moſt grievous which 1n preſent he 
And many times it cometh to 


ter, and make haſt to the haltcr, thinking 
thereby to tind an cnd of all their gricfs 


| and ſorrows, whereas indced that ſuppoſed 
| end becomes to them, but the beginning of 


their ſorrows, and ſuch ſorrows as never 
ſhall have end. But with the good and 
They patiently endure 
all, ſubmitting themſcives in all things to 
They nei- 


| long, Is it God's will they ſhall die ? They 
alſo are willing, Will he have them die 
| quickly : ? They are willing to that alſo, 
| Will he have them live'yet longer ? They 
What God w illeth, 


and that 15 the 
| greateſt part of men, that defire to live 
{long : And there is almoſt no Man fo old, 
but 


Annan, © 


We a 
hs 
"> 


* —__ 
ts; ET 
ids 2S. JA 


<< £4 3 n 
_ T3 


Eb. 
Alas bowe# o Ione. > 


L þ 


0 ot 
*; PG ATION 
Bea. $25 B% ey: JOSE 


wa 
ARES ar 2 
Ros wwe —— 4 2 


Oi gfe, * -* 
>; Sew. 's 
7 W 
4 


ro Mr ae 
at &"Y 
metre aA PS: 
» - 4 
a} = 


hat 3 rr rr mit 
ine, 
% _ Ft 
_ 


A Ore: 


v. 


HAT USES 


a... 
a v3 2d Sy 
8, EA” 


wp 
« ow RP 
».* ae 2951 5 4 * bo aR - py » . - 
N "as ec i” wr P32 3. de. «& 
* af Ww ” = y - "I = "_— 
Fang - — - IE . _- 
— won open” In ASP OED; Pr Rs] a 0 
DO RY NR nor x RN Ret, # Is 
lis wer 24 IAA 25/4; of mh; Cn” 
» " Ro - . ces 
*? -, 6 YT 


134 The ſixth C onfuderation 


never dic, but always live in Heaven ; Andp 
=xgain, That thoſe ihall die in a lingringf 


but he lropes and detires to live yet another | 
year. 
they have lived. long enough. Death 
maketh too much haft with them, he com- 
meth to them too ſoon, yea and before 
his time. Here now the queſtion may be 
moved ; Who live ? or who ſhall live lon- 
ger ? St, Bernard 10 ht> ſeventeenth Ser- 
mon upon the 91 Pſalm, upon theſe 
words, With long life will T ſatisfie him, 
breaketh forth into this admiration, What |} 
1s ſo long as that which 1s Eternal ? What 
is ſo long as that which ſhall have no end ? 
Life Eternal is the good end which we are 
all to aim at, avd this end is without end. 
And further he adds, That 1s the true day 
indeed after which their follows no night, 


Theſe: Men are never heard to ſay, | 


—_—_ 


where there is Eternal verity, and true E- 


ternity, and therefore true and Eternal ſo-F. ; 


ciety. So then the queſtion may be de-F 
termined thus, That thoſe only ſhall livep 
a long life truly ſo called, whoſoever thall 


6a atng 


death ( alas ! too lingring a death ) who-| 
ſoever ſhall alwayes die, but ever live in}! 
Hell : for they ſhall live only there to bc}: 
tormented alwayes. 
more, and ſo conclude. . 

Laurentius Fuſtinianus ſhall reſolve theſp 
laſt queſtion for us. There are, faith he, 
many bs 
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| thus, The meaſure of our glory and Eter- 
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many things in this World which rature 


hath ſo appropriated and affigncd to ſome 
one certain place, that they are not to be 
found in another place, unleſs it be 11 part. 
Of ſome flowers which grow in the new- 
found world we have only the ſeed : Of 


| ſome living Creatures there are brought 


over unto us only the Skins. Now Eternity 
is a thing ſo proper to another World, that 
it 1s not. to be found 1n this; only the ſecd 
thereof we may have even in this World, 
And what are the ſeeds of Eternity 2 They 
arc faith Laurentizs, Contempt of a mans- 
ſelf, the gift of Charity, and the taſte of 
Chriſt's works. To contemn others, is a 


Tree that overſpreadeth the whole World, 


whoſe Wood is Fewel for the Fire of Hell. 
To. contemn himſelf is a very ſmall ſeed, 
ſcarce known in the world : Chriſt brought 


* 1t down from Heaven with him who made 


himſelf of no reputation, and tooþ upon him 
the form of a Servant, and became obedient, 
not to the Stable only, or the Manger, but 
even to Mount Calvary, unto death, even 
the death of the Croſs, unto the grave, yea 


| even unto Hell, ver. 9. Wherefore God alſo 


hath highly exalted him. Behold, this little 
ſeed 1s grown up and fpread in breadth, 
and 13 become the higheſt of all trees. The 
fime Authour, ſpeaking of Charity, faith 


nal 


fit I 
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nal reward thall be according to the mea- | 


fure of our Charity.. For, To wh little is 
forgiven, the ſame loveth little, Luke 7. 47. 
He | obtaineth lefs grace, whoſoever hath 
Icts Charity : And where therc 15 leſs grace, 
there alic ſhall be lefs g/ory. So then it 1s 
moſt truc, The more thou loveſt God, 
the more thou heapeſt up unto thy ſelf E- 
ternal rewards. The who!le Law 15 le, 
but] 1t muſt be pure, chaite, and holy. TI 
hive done with the ſecond, which is Cha- 
rity, I come to the third, which 15s The 
taſte of Chrifts words, Tt 1s a.common and 
witty ſaying in the Rhetorick Schoois, Hz 
7s th be thought a gd proficient who can re- 
liſh Tully's works : We may fay as much 10 
the School of Chriſtianity, He hath made 
a ed progreſs in Religion - and Vertue, who 
can reliſh Chriſts works, who likes the taſte 
of Chrijts do&rine and example, But who- 
ſvever findeth no taſte almoſt at all, no 
reliſh in the words and works of Chriſt ; 
whoſoever 1s not moved, affected, and de- 
hghted with thoſe things which belong un- 
to the mind, and Chriſtian piety to Hea- 
ven, and Eternal felicity ; but on the con- 
_ trary findeth much ſweetneſs in cating , 
drinking, walking, laughing, guar and 
playing : the ſame Man may fay with for- 


roiy enough, too truly, Aw little ſeed of Þ 
Eternity have T within me, O my God ! Or 
ef rather Þ 


— 
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rather, I have: none at all, For when I 
deſcend into my ſelf, I ſee manifeſtly what 
ſpirit 1s within me, and whether my affe- 
&19n carries me. To ſpend whole rights 
in dancing, feaſting, revelling, quaftng, 
dicing and carding, hearing fooliſh and 
ide tales, reading impure Books, calling 
for, and laughing at amorous Scenes. play- 
ing the good fellow, and doin as the com- 
pany doth ; Oh ! this never ofendeth me, 
this 15 pleafing and delightful to me ; But 
to hear of Chriſt and his life, to hear of 
Holy Men that lived formerly; who were 
much given to watching, faſting, and 
prayer, or to read of their lives, that makes 
no mufick in my cars, and this 1s an eye- 
ſore unto me ; I can ncither hear nor ſee : 
I ſtop mine cars, and cloſe mine eyes for 
fear leſt they ſhould be offended. To hcar 


' a Sermon of an hour long, 1t 1s death 
' unto me, and therefore I ſeldom come to- 


Church : or if I do ſometimes, I drive a- 
way the time, either ſleeping or prating. 


' There are too many ſuch men in the 


world : but of ſuch 1t may be truly ſaid, 
that they have no taſte or reliſh at all of 


/ the works of Chritt. But now let us hear 
| the judgment of the Church concerning * 
2 Eternty. = 


The memory of Eternity is ſo precious 


{ in the eſtcem of the Church, that there is. 


Ne 
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no Pſalm, no Prayer, no Hymn but clo- 
ſcth with it, Glory be to the Father, and 19 
the Son, and to the Holy Gholt; As it was 
zn the begimiing, ws now and ever tha! be, 
world withut end, Ainten, As it W 5 


from all Eter:ity, without any beginning 
* now, and ever ſhall be, world without end, 


that is, throughout all ages ; infinite, in- | 
numerable, incomprehentivle ages ; to all | 


Eternity, But let us leave the little rivers, 
and make haſte to the fountain. 


= 


CHAP. II. 


Clear Teſtimonies of Divine) Scripture con- 

cerning Eternity. : 
| Will produce only three Witnefles, a 

Prophet, an Apojtle, and an Evange- 
lift. + - pi 

How many and how great are the ſighs 
and groans of poor abje&t and deſpiſed 
Men! we may hear them every day. One 
or other every where 1s complaining, Wo 
is ne poor man, I have few or no friends 


at all; I am diſreſpe&ed : I am ſcorned F 
and| trampled under foot almoſt by all. 
Have patience a little, O man, fuffer for a | 
while 3 the day of comfort: will riſe at F 
length, though it ſeem long firſt, — , 

| er 


in the F 
begtmming, that is, before all beginning, Þ 


Pos | ww UA ww 
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: with hands, Eternal in the heavens. 
/ great loſs is it then, 1f this earthly taber- 
: nacle of our body be diſſolved; when as we 
| havea Royal Palace prepared for us, which 
; 15 not ſubje& to diflolution ? To the teſti- 
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ber Gods promiſe in the Prophe- Baruch 

| fie of Baruch, Caſt about thee a 3. 2. 

* double garment of the righteouſ- 

' neſs which cometh from God, and ſet a Dia- 
' dem on thy head of the glory of the Ever- 


laſting. 
Others there are that accuſe Nature, 


' complaining ſtill that ſhe hath given too 
| long a life to ravens and too ſhort a great 
deal unto Man. 


Hear thus much, you 
that are ſtil] complaining of the ſhortneſs 


| of mans life, This life 1s ſhort indeed : but 
when this ſhort and vain life ſhall end, 


there remains another life which never 
ſhall have an end : If ye will not believe 
me, yet believe St. Paul, 2 Cor. 5. 2. For 
we know, ſaith St. Paul, that if our earthly 
houſe of this tabernacle were diſſolved, we 
have a building of God, an houſe not made 
What 


mony of the Prophet and the Apoſtle, let 
us add the teſtimony of the Evangeliſt 
St. Matthew, in whoſe Goſpel we may 
read thefe words of our Saviour, Matth. 


' 18. 8. If thy hand or thy foot offend thee, cut 


them off, and caſt them from thee ; It 7s bet- 
ter for thee to enter into life halt or maimed, 
rather 
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rather than hatt1g two bands or two feet to kc 
be caſt into everlaſting fire. And if thine F; 
eye offend thee, pluck it out, and caſt it ffom Þ 
thee ; It is better for thee to enter into life | 
with one eye, rather than having two eyes to Þ.. : 
be caft into hell fire. O fire! O Hell! OF 1d 
Etermty / Time 1s nothing, if it be com- na 
pared with Eternity ; ſhortneſs of life, and F q 
ſo loſs of time 15 no loſs at all, but great | 

gain, 1f thereby we gain Eternity. Chriſt Gf 
hath| promiſed it, and St. Matthew hath F 
recorded 1t, and ſealed it in theſe words bc 
of obr Saviour, Matth. 19. 29. Every one | 


hal 

that hath forſaken houſes, or brethren, or | : 
/ / - *  _ 

ſiſters, or father, or mother, or wife, or | j 
children, or lands for my names ſake, ſhall | To 
receive an hundred fold, and ſhall inherit i | 
everlaſting life. Ts it not clear cnough LL 


that |this promiſe 1s of bleſſed Eternity, Þ .. 
when we have ſecurity given us of receiv- Þ wt 
ing ah hundred-fold reward-? Again, Chrift Þ 
according to the ſame Evangeli/t forewar- | 
ning of the Jatter judgment, three times Wo - 
makes mention of Eternity expretly in theſe We 
words, Matth. 25. 41, 46. everlaſting fire, Þ oY 
or eternal fire, everlaſting or eternal puniſh- | hc 
ment and life eternal. =o 
Seeing therefore the holy Fathers, the 90g 
Church, and the ſacred Scripture do ſo | TY 
= many ways propound unto us the ſertous | 
B—conljeration of Eternity ; it .15 oar _ 
1 | an 


1 
4 


J 
2 


upon Eternity, I41 
gnd duty,as many of us as look for Eternal 
þfe in Heaven, it 1s our part and duty ſe- 
© ttiouſly to meditate thus with our ſelves 
? levery one: O my God ! How ſeldom 
© ſhave I heretofore thought upon Eternity / 
, &r if I have thought upon it, in what a 
cold, and negligent manner have I done it, 

1 notwithſtanding every day, yea every hour 
x and minute I draw nearer and nearer unto 
} (Eternity ? But for the time to come by the 
iſiſtance of thy grace I wi'l mind it more 

. carcfully than heretofore I have done ; and 
" Þf at any time through thy bounty, riches 
. Phall encreaſe, 1 will not ſet my heart upon 
. [them : though the world ſhould ſmile upon 
, ne, though I ſhould want no temporal 
. [xhing that my heart can defire, though I 
[ſhould ſeem to flow in never fo much 
abundance, yet will I ſtill remember Eter- 
nity. In the Midit of my proſperity theſe 
hall be my thoughts. But how long ſhall 
Ethis laſt .2 Will this fair weather never 
change ? Will this comfortable Sun always 
gihine upon me ? Or if I ſhould live in pro- 
{perity all the days of my life,what ſhall it 
_profit me after death ? After this ſweet but 
Short, pleaſing but perilous, unhappy hap- 
Cpincſs, there ſhall ſhortly follow Eternity, 
J Eternity. But if the World goes i]] with me, 
$17 1t frown upon me, if I mect with many 
Icroſles, troubles and aftiftions, if misfor- 
; tunes 
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tunes befal me, if they ruſh upon me likg ye 
waves, one on the neck of another, if |S; 
be turmoiled and toſſed up and down, theft D; 
theſe ſhall be my daily thoughts. WellBami 
let tl. World have its courſe,l am contentÞ by 
to bear it, Gods will be done. Let th an 
ſea be troubled, let the waves thereof roar a / 
let the Winds of afflictions blow, let th bu 
waters of ſorrows ruſh upon me, let thx 
clouds of tentations threaten rain andſſ thi 
thunder, let the darkneſs of grief and hea-W ant 
vineſs compaſs 1ne about, yea though theÞ ox 
foundations of the World ſhould feem toff wh 
thake, yet will I not be afraid. Thcſthi 
ſtorms will blow over, theſe Winds will beflno! 
laid, theſe Waves will fall, this tempeſt ple 
cannot laſt long, and theſe clouds fhall beBwit 
diſpelled. Whatſoever I ſuffer here ſhall 

ſhortly have an end, IT ſhall not ſuffer E-P 
terhally, Come the worſt that can come, 

death will put an cnd toall my forrows and 

- miſeries. But no ſtorm to that ſtorm of 
Fire and Brimſtone which the damned ſhall 

ſuffer in Hell Eternally and without end. 
All things here ſhall have an end, but tt 
torments there ſhall have no end. ' Whatic 
ever 1s not within the circle of Eterm?y, 15 
ſhort, ſwift, and momentany, 1t 1s but a 
ſhadow, but a dream, ſo ſaith St. Chyy- 
faſtome, Tt is but a Modicum or a thing of ni- 
thing, a little, a very little, for a little while, 
Va 


Wh Wet A. So 


upon Eternity. 14? 


tk yea, & very little while. ,Often doth our 
f I} Saviour beat upon this, ſpeaking to his 
inf Diſciples. All his own ſufferings, yea his 
el|-moſt bitter death upon the croſs, h- -alleth 
en but a /ittle.All the ſufferings, punitnments, 
ti and violent deaths of the Apoſtles, all but 
ary a /zttle : And why thould not I alſo think it 
h:F but a little,” whatſoever here I ſuffer though 
<1 ſhould ſuffer it an hundred years toge- 
ndB ther z Heb. 7. 27. For yet a little white, 
ea-and he that ſhould come, will come, and will 
heÞ mr tarry. I will therefore ſuffer patiently 
toſf whatſoever can happen, and account one 
cl:thing only neceffary, and that fs, To do 
beinothing againſt my Conſcience, and difſ- 
pleaſing unto God. For all is ſafe and ſure 
with him who 1s certain and ſure of blefſed 
Etermty. 


E- > —— 

ne 

nd CHAP. II1. 

of rhis Hfe in veſpe#t of that which is to come, is 
all but as a Drop zo the Ocean,a little Stone 
4 - #0 the Sand upon the Sea ſhore, a Center 


*Yo the Cixcle, a Modicum, a little, a very 


ic W /ittle time, a Minute to Eternity. And ſuch 
, > are the ſufferings of this life in reſpe# of 
Cal thejoys that ſhall be hereafter. 

Bb 


Oſt true it 15,” whatſoever labour or 
forrow we ſuffer in this Life, it is 
' | H but 
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144. The ſixth Co ſoderation | 
but a Mdicum, or for a little while. It is 
the ſaying of St. Auguſtine, This ModicunBy 
er little while ſeems long un'o us, becauſe «th 
is wt yet all paſt ani gme + But when it ſhall 
corre 79 an end, then ſhall we percerve-andÞi 
anderjiand what a little while this Modicum 
war, The wiſeſt of Men being to ſhe 
the yanity and ſhortneſs of this preſent 
life, though ir ſhould be lengthned to an 
hundred years, which few men can reach 
unto 5 makes choice of the moſt minute 
things in the World, whereby to expreſiſp/ 
it, and fct it forth by way of reſemblance; 
For thus we read exprelly in EccleſrafticuWar 
The number of a mans days at the moſt aiifÞyy 
" an hundred years. As a drop of water urſ.mc 
fo the ſea, and a gravel ſtone in compaihy: 
fon of the ſand 5 ſo are a thouſand years tÞYWoſ: 
the days of Eternity, Ecclus. 18. 9, 10. Anhoy 
way then do ye rejoyce in this, ye longs 
lived Mem; that ye have lived an hundrec{@ 

ears? All our years are, What are ti:ey he 
They are as a drop of water unto the ei 199 
and a gravel ſlme, in compariſon of tie ? 
ſand. &nd what 1s a Itttle Stone to thoſhapi, 
exceeding high Mountains of Sand ? AWſit n 
what is a ſmall drop of Water to the dcſfo!t + 
and fathomleſs Sea ? Such are fifty, fixW/:1; 1 
yea, an hundred years. (Hear this, ye 6 


q 7 
" Men.) They are but a Apaicum, a vallh Se: 
httte while, but a Minute of time, indaiifedicy 


noth! 
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5 nothing at all to the days of Eternity. And . 
net, fooliſh and miſerable Men, we are ' 9754 Bl: 
tt fpverjoyed with this little Stone, this ſmall » "RISE 
ilffrop. Our life is indeed a little ſtone, Lut 
{ro Jewel, no precious Stone ; it is made 
{nÞpf no better matter than Sand. Our life 
wigs a drop, but not of ſweet and freſh Wa- 
nifter ; 1t 1s ſalt and Erackith as the Sca-wa- | 
ner is. For all his days are ſrrows, and his 
cil)avel grief 5 yea, his heart taheth no reſt 
uten the: night ; So ſaith the Preacher, Ec- 
elW/us. 2. 23. It 1s the counſel of St. Augu- 
\ceWine, Recal to mind, ſaith he, the years 
cuWat are paſt, from Adam to this preſent 
aiWay : Run over all the Scripture 3 it is but 
unFmoſt yeſterday fince he fell, and was 
aiHruſt out of Paradiſe. For _ are 
s Moſe times that are paſt 2 Certairſly, if 
AnWou hadit lived all the time fince Adam 
ongFas thruſt out of Paradiſe, even'unto this 
dreFcicnt, thou wouldſt perceive and con- 
10) Ws, That thy life was not long, which is 
ſelf 100n fled away. For what is any Man's 
" iſe ? Add as many years as thou wilt, 
thoſagine the longeſt old age. . What is it ? 
anit not as a Morning-blaſt ? All this is 
ft true. T pray you tell me, where 1s 


dc 
{1x0 now ? Vhere is Cain? Whereis long. 
,c off d i72thajelab ? Where is Noah ? Where 
vaſt Se 2 Where is Eber 2 Where. 1s moſt 
ndefediont Abraham 29: Where is Facnh ? 
thu H 2 Whcre 
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where 1s Foſeph ? They are dead and gon * 
their time is paſt : We may ſay of them 
Vixerunt, fuerunt Troes 5 Once they werthh,. 
now they are not. Thus our life pafſeth ; 
way; thus the glory of the World paſflet 
away. O morning dew ! O meer vanity |, 
What is it that we do fo defire here Þ 
What ſo Tong as to be hoped or wiſhed fo; 
here? Short it 1s, a Aodicam 1t 1s, it! 
vile and nothing worth, it is but a ſmalf 
point whatſoever thine eye beholdet! 
here. It is a true ſaying of Gregory th 
Great: The longeſt meaſure of our life, 
but a point; or it is a ſhort hne that begin 
continues, and ends in a point. Tn a 
ment, in the twinkling of an eye, 1 Cor. 1 
52. all things ſhall have an end. Th 
feen an end of all perfetion, but thy commani 
ment is exceeding broad, Pſal. 119. 6 
Why then do we account apy time long 
For that which is paſt, now 1s not; ti 
which 1s to come, yet is not ; and what 
the preſent ? The Glaſs is always runnin 
and the Clock never ſtands ſtill 3 the ho 
paſſeth away by flying minutes. What 
fiown by, is paſt and gone; what is 
behind, + ſtill to come.: But where is t 
time which we uſe to call long ? Bern 
zaakes often mention of that moſt t 
and excellent ſaying of St. Ferome, (Mea 
Reader, it is worth obſerving) No 1a 

0k 
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zught to feem long unto us, no time long, in 
MBohich we are ſeebing after eternal glory. 

WE And yet though the Life of Man be but 

*SMery ſhort in compariton of Etermty , 
here is none of the damned that can juſt- 
y accuſe God for not granting him a lon- 
{cr life. They muſt condemn themſelves 
for not living better. There is no Inquiſition 
Wn the Grave ( faith Syracides) whether thou 
aſt lived ten or an hundred, or a thouſand 
years, Ecclus. 41. 4. 

In Hell it is no time to complain of 
tortneſs of life. Every Man hath lived 
ong enough , if he hath lived godly 
:nough. 

Here,. Chriſtian Brother , I will deal 
nare boldly and plainly with thee,and lay 


learly preſented before thine eyes. Thou 
yeſt, That thou doſt often think upon 
Heaven, and that thou haſt an earneſt and 
onging defire after Eternity. Sayeſt thou 
b ? I hear thee, but I do not believe thee; 
either would I have thee believe me, if I 
ould ſay ſo of my ſelf, For how can it 
e, O good Chriſtian Brother, how can it 
de, that thou or I ſhould think ſo often, 
nd ſo ſeriouſly upon Heaven, and have 
11Such a longing deſire (as we ſay we have) 
Wfter Eternity, and yet be fo lukewarm, 
ea, ſtone-cold, in Matters of Religion * 
H 3 Io 


he matter ſo open, that thou ſhalt ſee it 
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the hearty defires, 
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fo flow and backward to that which i; ; 
gobd, fo prone and forward to that w bichp! 
1 evil, fo rcady and willing to all mannerP 
of | w mntoureH., 10 querulous and com 
| [4inw ; ſo ilothful and negligent ; 
Where we fliould be angry, there on Te 
o9 paticntz and where we thould be pa 
tidut and couragious, nk are we - F 
faint-hearted and puſillauimous. In the 
tire cf every light afiiction, our paticnce 
mts and conſumes away z nay, we are 
often caſt down with a word, we arc 
blown down with the breath of Man'FÞ 
Mouth 3 but never are we more. Impz 
tiznt and deſperate, than when our will 

are crofled. IT might ſpeax here of th: 

hot Apoftems of luſt, wherewith ou 
kcarts are often inflamed and ſwoln, ard 


* 
$ 
A 


likewiſe of the devouring Cancer 


| 
{ 
| 
7 
Envy, which often eats into our Breaſh I 
and makes our Fleih conſurac away ; bu / 
I paſs them by. | 
Notwithſtanding what hath been £4] t 
we zood and godly Men, as we prot t 
our teives, and would have others thi: h 
us to be,are too timorous where we fhou'W f 
be bold, and too bold where we ſoul oy 
be timorous. Glory 1n nothing more i1 tl 
in this, That we have often in our 111. th 
the joys of Ef" of 
Believe 1t, it 158 not crediblc, that WM G 
| , | thougi! 


upon Eternity. 40% 
1 i; 4 thoughts of Heaven and Erernity ſhould be 
:ichÞ fo ofcen in our minds as we ſpeak of, and 
inch yet mean while that we ſhould live no bet-- 
ter than we do. Did I ſay, it is not cre-- 
:t þ divle? Nay I fay, it is tmpoffible. And 
> waſp thus I thall declare 1t. 
pa} The Patriarch Facob ſerved his uncle 
too Laban for his Daughter Racpel ſevei years, 
the And they ſeemed to him but a few dayes for 
ences the love that he bare to her, Gen. 29. 2c. 
- arÞ Heareft thou this whoſoever thou art that 
 arÞ {ov complaineft'?? Thou ſcrvcſt no impoſtor . 
lan or decciver as Laban was, but God thy 
np2Þ 1n5xer, and him that will ſurely keep his 
wil covenant and: promiſc. Thou ferveſt not 
* thiÞ for a Wife, but for the Kingdom of hea- 
ou} ven 3 not for the beauty and tight of a 
_ aid wife, but for the bcatifical vition and Efey-- 
CM nal fight of God :. not for the delight and 
eaſts pleaſure of a wife, but for cacleſiial and 
8 Eternal delights and pleaſures. And yet 
| doth the trouble of one winters day often- 
times ſo caſt thee down, that ſaddenly all 
thy love towards God and thy detire after 
heaven begins to wax cold in thee.. As 
ſoon as the ſtorm of adverſity begins, thou 
breakeſt forth into mcſt bitter complaints z- 
thou calleſt Heaven and Earth to witnefs,. 
thou breathcſt nothing but revenge 3 yea- 
oftentimes, I 'believe, thou ſpareſt not 
God himſelf, but calleſt his juſtice into: 
H 4 queitions 
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queſtion, At other times when pleaſure 


with her fawning allurements hath once | 


enticed thee, ſhe doth fo bewitch thee and 


take away thy memory, that thou quite | 
| forgetteſt to ferve God, 

headlong 1nto the Labyrinth of fin, which þ 
hath a fair entrance, at leaſt ſeemingly, þ 
but leadeth thee the next way to deſtrudi- | 
on. Is this the vigilancy which thou fo þ 
much talkeſt of ? Is this thy heroical for- þ 
titude and love of God? How wilt thou þ 
ſerve God ſeven years, as Facob-did La-f 
ban, when (alas! ) thou canſt not endure 
the labour and ſorrow of one ſhort day ? 


Mark 14. 37. O Simon, Simon, ſleepeſt thou 2? 
couldft thou not watch one hour with thy 


Lord and Maſter ? but hear further con-Þ 
cerning the Patriarch Facob : He being 
beguiled by his Uncle Laban, who gave 
him blear eyed Leah inſtead of beautiful Þ 
Rachel, ſerved him yet ſeven years more þ 
for his Daughter Rachel, whom he dearly 
loved : and no doubt but thoſe ſeven years | 
alſo ſeemed unto him but as a few days for Þ 
the exceeding great love that he had unto | 
her. And it is very likely that oftentimes Þ 
when he was weary at his work he had an Þ 
eye |unto Rache['s beauty, and ſaid thus Þ 
with himfelf, ( Surely, for her beauty ) Þ 
She is worthy for whom I ſhould ſuffer Þ 
ſeveh years hard ſervice 3 and, if need Þ 
WCEIre, F 
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were, I would not-.ſtick to ſerve yet ſeven 
years more. Such was the affection that 


he bore unto Rachel, that it made him: 


ſcarce ſenfible of any labour. 
Heareſt thou this, thou who. goeſt for a 
Soldier of Chriſt? Conceiveſt thou this, 


underitandeſt thou this ? How then canſt 


thou ſt1]] marmur againſt God? Thou 


- art bid to ſerve God for God's ſake, that: 


ſo thou mayeſt at length enter into.-God's 
Eternal re 
rance and patience here, that ſo thon 
mayeſt be made partaker of immortality 
with the bletſed hcreafter : And yet ſleep- 
eſt thou, O {luggard ? Haſt thou not an 
ear to hear ? Art. thou ſtill. complaining ? 


* Do but reckon up the years which thou haſt 
| ſpent in the ſervice of God, and ſee, whether 
| thou haſt ſerved God. faithfully and pain- 
: fully twenty years, as Facob did Laban, 
* Tam afraid thou wilt come ſhort in thy 
| reckoning :;Haſt thou ſerved God fo ma- 


| ny Months ? T tell thee, I make queſtion: 


| of it. Number the nights that thou. haſt 
| ſpent in watching and praying, recount 


| the days which thou haſt ſpent- in holy: 
| exerciſes, and ſee if thou canſt truly ſay, 


) unto God as Facob did to Laban, In the 
| day the drought conſumed me, and the froſt by 
| night, and my ſleep departed from mine eyes. 


' Thus have 1 been-twenty years in thy houſe :T 
? Hs. ſerved 


3 Thou art exhorted to tole- 
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PL l 
_ 


Þ : he 


ſerved| thee fourteen years for thy two daugh- 
ters, and fix years for thy cittel;, Gen. 31, 
40, 4I, Tell me, Chriſtian Man, haib 
thou {{rved God thus twenty vears ? Thou 
knowelt thy wages if thou ſcrveſt Gcd ; 
Not Laban's daughtcrs, nur locks of theep ; 
God himicif ihall be the reward of tiy 
fervice : Thou ſhalt be bleticd hoth in foul 
and bbdy ; It ihall be well with the on 
every |tide 5 Thou fhalt injoy all manner 
os delights 3 preat delights without cither 
Licking or loatinng, and without cnd. 
Thou | thalt ſwim in the bottomleſs Oc2an 
of pleaſures : And yet (behold) thy hands 
are flack to every good work ; Thy feet 
ace fiyw to go to Church ; thy heart con- 
fimes away with envy, flames with anger 
and revenge, aboundcth with the vermine 
offilthy thoughts,and is quite dead through 
ſlothfulneſs and unpaticnce. 4s this thy 
ſerving of God ? Is this the way, thinkeſt 
g10n, to Heaven,to immortal life, to Eter- 
nal bleſſedneſs ? Surely it is not. Why 
doſt thou not rather as Fac!9 did, when 
thou art weary with any labour which 


- thou kndergoeſt *in the ſervice of God, 


when the World goes 1 with thee, when 
adverſity pretlcth thee, proſperity feduceth 
thee, and labours burthen thee, lift up 
thine gyes to Heaven, behold Rachel, who 
promiſed unto thee, and thus comfort 

. up 


= 
F 


+. 


upon Eternity. 15 3 


up thy ſelf, Be not treubled, O my ſoul : 
Bchold thy R 
in heaven, fair Rachel, comcly Rachel ;,} 
Rachel that 1s all beautiful, not having . * 
any one blemith about her ! Behold hea- 


ven, and the houſe of thy Eternal rett and 
plcaſurc Be content to ſuffer for a while, 


a little forrow, and ſome pa1ns : For thou. 
ſhalt ſhortly be where thy Rachel 183 and: 
there thou ſhalt be the more joyful and 
blefſed, by how much the more thou art 
here ſorrowful and afflicted : There ſhall 
thy reſt be the more pleaſant and joyful, 
by how much the more thy life here 18. 
hcavy and painful. Well then,be of good 


couraze, ſhew Chriſtian fortitade and pa- 


tience. Eternity, bletlcd Eternity 1s more- 
worth, infinitely more worth, than ail 
that we can do or. ſuffer ; It thus, O 
Chriſtian brother, thou wouldefſt- ant- 
mate and encourage thy felf, if with: 
ſach eyes thou wouldfſt oftner look up 
to Beaven, if with ſuch afeQtion thou: 
wouldeſt daily think upon Eternty 3 . be=: 
icve it, all the davs of ſervice here on 
earth would ſeem but few, for the great 


{ove which thou wouldeſt have unto E-: 


ternity ; Thou wouldeſt count all. Ia- 
bour eafle, all troubles. welcome, 


lojfes gain. This I will ſay, and there-- 


achel, thy Rachel which is R 


all* 
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tr fn conclude, The more 4 Man 
thinks| upon the Eferni/y of the World 
'to come, the more care he will take 
here to lead a godly life 1n this preſent 


World. 
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THE SEVENTH 
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Upon 
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How Chilſlians uſe to Paint Eternity. 


'E that is to go through an Houſe 
in the dark muſt 99 warily and 
I lerfurely , ſic; 7 after ſtep, and 


[te muſt grope for the Wall, If Man's un- 
| derſtanding will be priing into Eicrntty, 


if he thinks here in this lite to enter 1nto 
t, he 1s much deceived : The way is dark 


[cif by the way, Noe: kn thall never _ 


attain unto it. The way thither 18 but 


ſhort indeed : but: when a Man 1s once in, 
there. 15 no coming out: again, And yct 
though no mortal Mai can fo Conceive Of 


Crernty, that he can certainly ſay what it 
's, notwithſtanding the infinitcnc!s there- 
of 1s ſhadowed out by certain, Pictures and 
Reſerablances, 1n ſuch manner that every 


Nan may havea glunpſe of jt, Whatto- 
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Hiw Chrittians ufe to Paint Eternity, 


| E that is to go througn an Hovſe 


in the dark muſt go warily and 


'N% LA leiſurely, ſtep after ſtep, and 


he muſt grope tor the Wall, - if Man's un- 


| derſtanding will be priving ito Eternity, 
if. he thinks here 1n this lie to enter 1nto 


t, he 1s much deceived : The way is dark 
ind fall of djiticulties. He may hurt him- 
ſeit by the way, but he hall” never here 
1ttain unto it. The way thither 1s but 
but: when -a Man 1s once i, 
And yet 
though no mortal Mai can fo conceive ct 
Erernty, that he can certainly fay what it 


. notwithitanding the infinitcncls tncre- 


of is ſhadowed out by certata Pictures and 
in fuch manner that every 
Whatſo- 

ever 


"an may havea glunpſe of it, 
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| ever we ſpeak or write concerning E er- 
nity, howſfocver we ſet 1t out in colours ; 
all js but a ſhadow, yea a ſhadow of ſha- 
dows : No Orator in the World can with 
ali his Khetorick, ſufficiently expreſs it ; 
No [Limner with all his curious Art and 
Skill can ſet it forth to the life. If all } 
tumes that ever were and ever ſhall be | 
ſhould be put together, tney would 1nf- 
n:tely come ſhort of Eternity : The lati- 
tude thereof 15 not to be meaſured, neither 
by hours,nor days, nor weeks, nor months, 
nor. years, nor Luſlra's, nor Olympiad, 
nor Indi#ioms, nor Fubilees, nor Ages, not 
Plato's years , nor by the moſt flow. mo- 
tions of the Eghth Sphere, though theſe 
were multiplied by a. thouſand, or a mil- 
lion, or the greateſt multiplier or Number 
numbring that can be imagined. Neither 
can |it be meaſured by any Number num- 
bed, as by the Stars of Heaven , the Sands 
of the Sea, the Graſs of the Ficld, the 
Drops of the River, and ſuch ike, The 

number of Eternity 1s paſt finding out. 
The Sailers uſe to ſound the depth of 
the Sea by a Plummet and a, Line : Let us 
alſo | Ict down the Plummet and Line of 
our humble and reverent cogitations, to 
ſound the depth of Eternity, which yet 15 
paſt|\finding out. But if we. will go by 
this Map, It we will fail by this Card, it 
we 


_ 
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v_ 


_ 


upon Eternity. 


we will view well this P:i#ure, we ſhall 
come much nearer finding it, than other- 
wife we ſhould. 
Chrift as a Child, taken as it were from 
the Manger and the Cradle, almoſt quite 
naked, and without clothes, ſtands in the 


clouds : on his ſhnalders he bears a Croſs : 
in the clouds there 1s this inſcription, E- 
TERNTTT.: beneath Chriſts feet, down 
upon the Earth there is the Skeleton of a 


Man, or nothing but the Bones of a Man 


without Hair of Skin, only he hath a Beard 
to be known by : 7n his left hand he holdeth 
a piece of Parchment, in which 

theſe words are written, Momen- Gregor. 
taneurn quod deletFat : That which © 
delighteth is momentany: in his right hand 
he holdeth up an Apple. Near unto him 
there ſtandeth a Raven pecking a ſhell- 
fiſh, with this ſubſcription, Cras, Cras,. 
To Morrow, To Morrow. The earth opens 
her mouth, and flames of fire break forth 
and tend aloft, in which theſe 


words are written, Afternum Gregor. 


| qund cruciat, That which tormens * 


teth is Eternal. Chriſt coming down from 
the Clouds, Two adore with bended knees of 
divers Sex, in the place of all Mankind. Be- 
hind them there is a running Hwmr Glaſs, 


or a Dias meaſuring hours by the running 
of water, * a Clepſydra 3 and a BY, 
lying 
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| C/. it Intl ings : 
NHriſt the E ernal Son of the Bernal 
God came into this World, clad 
witn no. other Garment than we, that 1s, 
ſtark naked. The Garment of 1minorta- 
lity|and innoccrcy we loſt by Adam's dif- 
obcllicnce., And now (2 alas ! ) how miſe- 
rably arrayed do wecome into this World ? 
Chrit tO: :cther with us, yea for us, ſut- 
tercth punithment and yet was not guilty 
of ahy fin, But what meaneth this Croſs 

upIn| the Shoulders of the Son of God ? 


- 1% 3 Bcd on which he tlept in death, 69/21 


tha wes his Ghamier. The Thor, 2s b1s Pil- 
low,| and the Croſs his Bed. Wiich ma- 


aderirg 6 itn themſciycs, ave Voluntary 
and freely cholea to lic hurd and take ht- 
ray that at tne day or Refiirrection 
they ivizcht riſe jay fully to reft Eternal. 
Some, as we may read, hive made the 
Earth; their Viattrels, Sacxcloth their 
Snect, and a Stone \thetr - Boulſter. And 
mairy there are which do fo f(iiil to tins 
day. But [I 0m, and return to 
Chrift; He friffercd death, even that moſt 
bittcr and inan. ul death If the Ci2fs, To 
what ed ? That he mint fave us from 
duath Eternal,, Dye we muit all of us; 
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\ you were brought forth, 
' be ab God, and by that means I am left 
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Ye Children, and ye Childrens Children, 
hearken. unto the words of your Fore-fa- 
ther 44am thus ſpeaking unto you, 


PO 


CHAP. It 


Adam lamentjn. \ 


! \ 
( My Children, happy then indced, 

1t your Fore-father had known his 
own happineſs, but now miſerable, and 
that even in this, becauſe mine. By me 
were you deſtroycd betore you were be- 
gotten; by me were yon damncd before 
I fain would 


ſcarce a Man, Before you could periſh, 
you all periſhed in me. I my ſelf do not 
know, whether you may bctter call me a 
Father, or a Tyrant, and a Murderer. 
I cannot wonder or complain juſtly that 
you are fo vicious and fo ſinful ; for you 
learned it of me. I am forry that you. 
are ſo diſobedient ; but this you learned: 
alſo of me. I was firſt difobedient un- 
to God that made me. The Angels 1n 
Heaven bluſh and are aſhamed to ſce 


your Fluttony and Intemperance 3 but- 
this 15 ydur Father's fault. Your Pride hath 


made |you odious and deteſtable before 
God 


« 
| 2 


, 
«pon Eternity, 103 


God z but this Monſter firſt conquered 
and triumphed over me, and fo Pride be- 
came more proud than ſhe was before. 
This 1s the inheritance you receive from 
me, nothing elſe but an heap of miſcries, 
God indeed of his free good will gave un- 
to. me by a ſure promiſe Heaven for an 
Inheritance, -and intailed it upon you 2 
But I have undone you all, cut off the In- 
tail, and prodigally made away all for 
one bit. I valued my Wife and an Ap- 
ple more than you all, more than Heaven, 
more than God. A curſed and unhappy 
Dinner, for which I deſerved to Sup in 
Hell many thouſand years after. I lived 
in Paradiſe, a Gafden full of all delight 
and pleaſure beyond imagination : God 
gave me the free uſe of all things therein, 
only the fruit of one Tree was forbidden 
me. . I was Lord of all the Creatures, I 
was wiſe and beautiful, ſtrong and luſty, 
I -abounded with all manner of delights. 
The Air was then as temperate as could 
be defired ; the Clouds were clad in 
bright blue : the Heaven ſmiled upon us 
the Sun did ſhine fo pure; that nothing 
could be more. All things ſeem'd to 
gratifie us at our new Marriage. Our eyes 
could behold nothing but that which was 
flouriſhing and pleaiing to them. Our 
ears were continually filled with —_ 
the 
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the} Birds thoſe nimble Choriſters of the 
Air|ever warbiing cut their pleaſant Dit- 
tics, The Earth of it ſelf brought forth 
odoriferous Cinnamon and Sifiron, | 
was compaſled about with pleaſures on 
evcry ide. 1 lived free and remote from 
all Carc, ſorrow, fear, labour, fickneſs, and 
death. I teemcd to be a God uvon Earth, 
Tie Angcts 1n Heaven rejove <d to ſec my 
happineſs ; there was none that did c 1vy 
me,| but my ſelf; but bccauſe I ved 
not |the voice of Ged, all theſ- evils fell 
upoR Mc. 

I | was driven out of Parade, baniſhed 
from the fight of God, and for thame I 
hid my Facc. Labour, ſorrow , mourning, 
fears, tears, calamitics, a thouſand milſe- 
ries feifed upon me, and quite wearied 
me out : You fcel it, 5s many as are of 
my Family ; and that which fecincth to be 
the end of all temporal miſery - and for- 


Ale 
\/+i {uy 


row, | 15 oftentimes the beginning of Etcr- 
nal. 
O | my Children, learn by your own 


woful experience, learn by your own loff 
and mine ; learn, I fiy, to be wiſe -at 
length. I will g1ve you but one Leſion, 


and it is but in three words, which you 
ſhall |\do well to learn by heart, 2nd that 
is, To hate fin. Bchold! bo you 15t fee 


1t hard 
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mo}. It hath burnt evcr fince fin firft 


'catred into the Worid, -and fnall never he 


I out. All orher puniihments wre but 
it, and ſhall thortly have an end 3, but 
the damned tnall te tormented 1n this 
flame, - for ever and ever. Now, if we 
wiil, we may cſcape it. * Heaven 1s fect 
onento all; but there is no coming to it, 
;uc by the way of Repentance, and the 
__ of £1 Cr 218, He that waiketh in 
ths way, and entrc thin at this Gate, may 
be certain of his Salvation, and eternal 
wy 12 the Kingdom of Heaven, where he 
hal ! have an everlaſting habitation. This 
+ the counſel of 47am to his Children, 1 
ſay it is Adam's counkcl, 
Who falling once, did make his children all 
Both guilty of his puniſhment and fail. 


Toe Ravens CNakmg, 


Ear unto the Scel-ton of the Prots- 
pla/t, or the barc Bones of the firſt 


| Man that God made, 13 the Raven's place 


11 the Picture, which maketh very mich 
tor the repreſentation of Eternity to the 
ite, It 1s a well-known ſaying of Saint 
Auguſtine, Cras, Cras, that 15, T5 Morrow, 
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Ty morrow, is the wuice of the Raven; 
Mourn therefore like a Dove, and beat thy 
breaſt, The chiefeſt cauſe, that I conceive} 
why moſt Men loſe their part and portion: 
of Bleſſed Eternity, is, becauſe they ſeckÞ 
it not To day, but defer the ſeeking of itÞ 
till To morrow. For what 1s more frequent 
or ordinary, than putting off repentance 
till To morrow, To morrow , which God 
doth know we are uncertain, whether weſ 
ſhall live to ſee or no? But: that we may. 
not ſeem to put 1t off without ſome fair 
pretence, we make many fair promiſes uf 

to God. I 


T will To morrow, that I will, 
1 will be ſure to do tt 

Io morrowcomes, To morrow goes 3 
And ſtill thou art to do it. 

Thus ſtill repentance #s deferr'd 

| From one day to another : 

'Until the day of Death is come, 
And Judgement 7s the other. 
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But the day of promiſe is ſo long a conf 
ing, that the day of Death often prevent-} 
eth it, arid we are ſuddenly ſnatch'd away, 
and ſwallowed up of Eternity, and of 
plunged into the gulf 5 miſerable Men 
that we are, into the gulf of everlaſting ' 


horror and deſpair, This 1s it that _—_ | 
cth] 
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i they cry , Cras, Cras , To morrow, To 
| mrrow, the gate is ſuddenly ſhut againſt 
- them. Therefore the Son of S7rach often 
» calleth upon us to this purpoſe , Make ns 
' tarrying to turn unto the Lord, and put nt 
off from day to day : For ſuddenly ſhall the 
\ wrath of God come forth, and in thy ſecu- 
* rity thou ſhalt be deſtroyed, and periſh in 
the day of vengeance, Eccluſ. 5. 7. It was 


| truly ſaid of Seneca that Roman Philoſo- - 


pher, A great part of our life we ſpend in 
| dotng 111 3 the greateſt part in doing no- 
| thing, but all in doing another thing, ra- 
' ther than that we ſhould. Not unlixe to 
| Archimedes, who when Syracuſe was taken, 
| was fitting ſecure at home, and drawing 
| Circles with his Compaſs 1n the Duſt. For 
' do we not ſee moſt Men, when the Eter- 
nal Salvation of their Souls 1s in queſtion, 
handling their Duſt, and ſtretching them- 


| ſelves to their furtheſt compaſs, ſet upon 


COM- 
vent- 
way, 
d (0 
Men 
ſting 
ndo- 


cthÞþ 


the Tenter-hooks, as it were, and di- 
ſtratted with Law-ſuits, Money-matters, 
| worldly buſinefles, and labours that ſhall 
nothing profit them at the laſt ? Eternity 
| 154 thing they never once think of, or eltc 
| very ſeldom, and then but 1lightly for a 
ſnatch and away, as Dogs are ſaid to hap 
| at Nils, Martha, Martha, thou art caree 
| ful and troubled about many things, but one 
1 thing 
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168 The ſeventh Co: fuleration 


thing is needful, Luh, 10. 41. and that i511 
Biatitude or Bleſſeaneſs : Not that onflge 
Eqrth, which ſuch as it 15, 1s yet butÞf1 
ſhort; but that in Heaven, which i:Þ6y 
Eternal. | Al 

Before we take any bufineſs in hand, Þ 
we commonly examine 1t at this well. 
known rule, ſaying, Ts if worth my pains, 
Shail I get my Bread by it 2 Should not 1 
Chriſtian-Man rather in tne beginning of 


Snall I gain Heaven by it ? Wil tt an 
thing further me in the way to Bleſjed Eter- 
nity 2 We do not love to trouble our head: iy 
with ſuch Quer7es as theſe ; we put off tizÞ 
hearing of them till another time ; weſſſhi 
do adjourn it from one time to another, {i 
and another, and ftiil another ; and at 
the laſt day of the Term, we will grantaſſ 
hearing. Foohth men ; When at laſt we 
are not able to labor , then we firſt beginſſtc 
to| think of labor. When we muſt ncedþ 
depart out of this World, then we beginſ 
Zo think upon another World. When wei 
can live no longer here, then we begin toſtit 
think of the lite to come hereafter, Wh! 
tis hour-glafs of our ſhort time 1s runſþ 
ont, then we begin to think of E-ernty, 
When there is no time left for repentance, |: 
then prefently we will repent. When the 
Gate 15 ſhut, then we knock. But m_ | 

1 thcÞ 
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tic fault of all finners in genera!, till to p 
Ficter their repentance from day to day. 
utFEvery finner 1s ready to fay, (faith S. 4A- 
is Beu/tine) I cannot now, 1 will anotoer time, 
Alas! Alas! If anther time, why not now ? 
nd, | Dionyſus, King of Sicily, diſrobing 
cll-$:4p2/7 of his Cloth of Gold, ſaid thus, 
ins, Bec e/tati nec hyemi veſtis hac convenit. It 
- aft 4 wear neither fit for Winter nor Summer, 
ofÞJn ſummer it 15 too heavy, and in Winter 
elf, Fit is too cold. So do many (faith St. Am- 
any roſe) play with God, and deceive their 
er- ſown Souls. They ſay, Let a young Man 
ad; live according to the faſhion of the 
tie Vorld ; let him drink and dance ; let 
weſſthim go to the iHorſe-race, and to the 
cr, (Vreſtiers ; let him go a courfing in the 
helds wich his companions. It 1s for old 
men to ſtay at home, and not to ſtir a- 
broad, unleſs it be to Church. This 1s 
too melancholy a life for a young Man. 
Put when they grow old, what do they 
tien 3 Then are they old and fickly, weak 
weſſand feeble: You muſt not look for theſe 
| tofttings of them at that age 3 their ſtrength 
$11] not permit: It 1s not with them as 


runYormerly it hath been; you muſt. give 
111 Mhem leave to take their eaſe; Iet them 


tau a care of their health; This 1s all 
Iicy have to do. 


I 2 Thus 
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| Thus welet the Summer and Winter Þ 


Wt 6; Our age pals away, and never once thin; l: 
K of the Eternal Spring. But let us rememn-Þ a 
8 ber our ſelves, and as we have opportunitÞ.y 
i [RE lit us a) go08, Gal. 6. 10. But let not our 
#! _ Jong be any wore, with the Block Raver,Þ vo 
| { Cras, Cras, T) morrow, Th) morrow , and(Þ v 
®. {0 let, To day, and To morrow, and th:Þþ t: 
SE ext, and ſo our whole life paſs any, andſÞ 1 
ST © Eternity overtake us before we are awarc Þ 
s 14 / Ty moyrow 1s not, Th day only is ours. SÞþ b 


by - fiith S. Fames, Go to mw, ye that fa", Tf 
& 2:  @ay, or to morrow,we will 20 into ſuch a Ci" d 
and c:ntinue there a 1ear, and buy and jel ( 
and get gain , whereas ye knw mt wid | 
ſhall be on the nyiow. For wat 1s our life! a 
it is even a vapour that appeareth for alittl'Þ i 
time, and then vaniſheth away, Fam. 4. 1; { 
ft was a very good anfwer that Meſſodamuſ} « 
e1vec one, inviting him to a feaſt the nexÞ « 
{[[1y, (as it 1s reported by Guido Bituri ſh 
cenſis) My friend , faith he , why dot 1 
thou invite me againſt t5 morrow ? I-duriffÞ x 
; Not for theſe many years ſecure my ſeitÞ x 
that I ſhould live one day; for I have c:-Þ 1 
pitted death every hour, No man 1s fut-Y | 
t:tcently arined againfi deati , unlcts i | 
ved always preparcd to entertain it, What |} 
is it elic, but raſhneſs and folly, folly and} 
madneſs, and indeed meer conteinpt off : 
E*2rnitv, fora Man to lic down in calf 
upol 
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zpon a Feather-bed, to ſleep ſecure, ſnort- 


ing and ſnorting, and to lodge an enemy, 


{a deadly Enemy, all the while, fin, in his 
'very bolom 2 Sudden Deaths are very 


common and ordinary amongtt us. How 
many have we heard of, that went to Bed 


well over night, for ought any Man could 


tell, and were found dead in the Morning ! 
I- will not ſay carried away out of their 


Beds, and caſt into HKell-firez whether it. 


be ſo or no, God knoweth. Have we not 
ſecn and known ſome that have been ſud- 


+ denly ſiruck, faln_ tick, and .died in the 


{pace of an hour 2 Within an hour, yea 
leſs than an hour ſound and fick, quick 
and dead? And yet do we (raſh and fool» 


'F iſh men) procraſtinate it from day to day 


(that is nothing) from year to year do we 


| defer our repentance, and the amendment 
of our lives; and death mean time un- 


cxpected ſerfeth upon us, and delivereth 
us up unto Eternity. S. Auguſtine, Cor- 
re&ing in himſelf ſuch Jingring and dan- 
2crous delay, ſuch Jenitude and back- 
wardneſs of mind and will to repent, ſaith 
thus, 1 felt and found how T was held in- 
tanzled, and T uttered ſuch lamentable com- 
plaints as theſe, Quamdiu, *quamdiu, Cras 
& Cras? Quare non hzc hora finis tur- 
pitudinis mex? How long ſhall T defer, 
and flif{ cixy, Fo morrow, To morrow ? 
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iy do T not now begin, even this very pre- 
ſent hour 2 Why do T not breah off my ſonful 
<1arſe, and begin to live- better ? Thus ' 
ſpate and fell a _—_— for very contrition oF 
Geatt. 


3 Great (as S. Ferome wit- 
et) when he uſed exhortations to thi 
people to ſtir them up.to godlineſs and 
vertuc, was wont to With them always to 
ECP in mind, and often meditate upon 
that ſaying of the Apoſtle, So! non occtdatÞ}, 
ſuper tracundiam weſtram. Let not the Syn 
£2. down upon your wrath, And this pro- 
hibiticn he did not reſtrain to wrath only, 
but made 1t general : Let not the Sun go 
down upon your wrath: hatrcd, malice, 
envy, luſt, or any other fin, leſt it depart 
from you as a witneſs againſt you. 
Joim, Patriarch oc Alexandria, had : 
certain controverite with one Nicetas, a 
chief Man of that City. The matter was 


to be tried at Law, Fohn was tor the poor, 


Nicetas for his money. But for peace-ſake 
there was a private meeting and hearing 
appointed, to ſee if they could come to 
fome compoſition and agreement They 

met, they fe'l to words, they were hot a! 
wy a preat deal of choler and ſtemac! 
was ſhown on both parts, neitncr would 
vicld a a jot, neither would depart : an inch 
troj his right, A great contlict ticre yoq 
os 
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upon Eternity, 173 
between them, many hours ſpent to little 
purpoſe : They were further off from A» 
greement, at length, than before 3 for 
neither would yield to Conditions pro- 
pounded by either. Well, it grew late, 
they departed more offended and dr{plea- 
ſed one with another, than before , and 
ſo left the ſuit pendent. MNicetas thought 
it a hard caſe to part with his money, and 
the Patriarch ſeemed to be in the right, 
and to ſtand out in the Cauſe of God,and 
the Poor. But yet when Nicetas was gone, 
the good Biſhop weighed the matter bet- 
ter with himſelf, and coademned himfelf 
for his pertinacy ; and though he was 1n a 
good Cauſe, and. knew 1t alſo, yet ſaid, 
Can I think that God will be well pleaſed 
with this implacable wrath , and. wilful 
ſtubbornneſs ? The night draweth on : 
And ſhall I ſuffer the Sun to go down up- 
on my wrath ? That is impious, and not 
according to the counſel of the Apoltle. 
So the good Prelate could not be at reſt 
till he had ſent unto Nicetas : For he out 
of hand ſent Meffengers of good efteem, 
and gave them this charge , that they 
ſhould fay no more to him but only this, 
Domine, Sol ad necaſum eſt, that 1s, Sir, 
the Suns gning down, Upon the hearing 
of which metffage, there was ſuch a ſudden 


Itcratton wrought in Nicetas, that his 
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174 The 42102174 aqdareongy 
hiph ſtomach come den preſently , he 


began to melt, his eyes did ſtand full fwoln 
with tears, and he had much ado to keep 
them in. Out of doors he ran preſently 
after the Mefſengers (for he made haſte 
to| ſpeak with the Patriarch) and coming 
to him mn tumble nianner, faluted him 
thus, Fly Father, I will be ruled by you 
in this; or in any other matter. Whereupon” 
tne Patriarch made him very welcome 3 
ſo they embraced .cach other very loving- 
ly, and became good friends. Great ſure- 
ly was the vertue, and ſpeedy was the ope- 
ration of theſe few words, The Sun ts go- 
ins down : For preſently upon the hearing 
thereof, a peace was concluded betaixt 
them, which was ſought for before with 
multitude of - words, but could not be ef- 
feed. So do thou, whofoever thou art 
that knoweſt thy ſelf guilty of any grie- 
vous {in, tf not before, towards the even- 
ing, at leaſt call to mind thoſe operative 
words, The Sun 7s going down. For what 
knoweft thou, whether thou ſhalt riſe again 
with|the Sun, or no? And if thou dieſt in 
the |night without Repentance, it 1s a 


Queſtion in which Eternzty thou ſhalt have 


thy part, whether of the bleſſed, or of 
the curſed. Wherefore do what thou haſt 
to do quickly, The Sun 7s going down.. But 


have a care it go not down upon thy\ luit 
| or 


8. AE ts Rhuelo. *S# _ Pr + (#*) 
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or luxury, eavy or blaſphemy, detrattion 
or tlicft, or upon any other gricvous fin 
unrepented of Good God, What a 
thing is this ? If there be but a ſtain in a 
garment, a ſpot in the face, a blot 1n a- 
cap, we preſently tfe tome means to take 
it out, or wath 1t off. Are theſe ſuch eye- - 
fores to us * And yet are we fo blind 
vithio, that we cannot ſec our manifold 
corruptiuns and pollutions ? Or do we fee 
and fuffer them? Can we ſuffer them, 
1nd not. be troubled at them ? Are we 
troubled and yet ſeek no means to expiate 
and purge them out? When we are pol- 
luted at any time with the ſtain of fin, we 
ihould labour preſently to take it out ; the 
Goner it 1s done, the better and the cattcr 
it is. Therefore faith S. Ambroſe, We 
enght t» be careful to repent : But that 1s 
not all, our repentance muſt be alſo 
ſpeedy, for fear left the Heavenly Hus- 


bandman in the Goſpel , that planted a. Wis 


Fig-trce in his Vineyard, come and feek 
for fruit, and finding none, fay unto the 


Drelſer of his Vineyard, Cat it down. It Pics 


the ſentence be once paſt, there is no a- 
voiding the fatal blow 3 down it muſt, 
If therefore we find our ſelves once 


wounded with ſin, let us look for heipin ®'*; 
time, The brute beaſts which have no +; 
underſtanding, will teach. us ſa much #*] 
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176 The ſeventh Confideration 


ay x dence. The harts of Canay or Crete, 
as foun is they are OE, run preſcntly 
to |their Difamnym or Dittavy : The 
Swallows, to cure >the blindneſs of their 
Young Ones cyes, tlie to fetch their Che- 
Ua9num or- Celaidine ; The Dog , when 
Ne 16 tick, maketh haſte to his Graſs, to 
give lym a vomit: The Toad fnghting 
with the Spic Me as ſoon as ſhe feeleth het 
iclf begtn to fivell, crawlieth to her Plan- 
tune and fo 15 recovered; 

Theſe by a natural inſtint, know their 
own proper Medicincs, and upon all oc- 
—_— preſently make recourſe unto 
. But we poor mifcrabie Men , more 
at ie, and without undcrſtarding, 
hed the Beaſts, are wounded cvery day, 
and that many times deadly ; and yet not-. 
withſtanding we ſeek for no Mcdicine to 
cure Lur Spiritual Diſeaſes. We uſe the 
fame Diet we were wont to do; we talk 
as frdely and merrily 2s ever we did; we 
£9 to Bed at our accuſtomed hour, and 
tlcep according to our old compais. But 
Repent.ance is tov Phyfick that gocth 
againſt our ſtomachs. Contritija cutteth 
us to the heart, Confeſſimm ſeemeth bitter 
in our mouths: We chuſe rather to con- 
tinue fick, then to be cured. This 15 our 
miſerable condition; fo fooliſh are we, 
and void of underſtanding , either not 

Knowing 


upon Eternity. 177 
knowing, or at leaſt, not imbracing 
that which would make for our Eterna} 
good. | 
If we would give ear unto the counſel 
of the Heavenly Angels, which ſeem in 
the Pifture according to their deſcription, 
fo give direatton unto us, and are indeed 
appointed by God, as Miniſtring Spirits 
for our Good ; If we would, Fay, give 
car unto their counſel, then certainly we 
ſhould neither ſuffer our eyes to f{leep, nor 
our eye-lids to {lumber, neither the tem- 
ples of our Heads, to take any reſt , until 
our peace and reconciliation were made 
with Gcd, They put us ſtill in mind that 
our day is almoſt ſpent , that the night 
draws on, that our glaſs 1s near running 
out, that death is at hand, and after 
death cometh judgment :_ But we ſecurely 
walk on in our old way. Let the day 
ſpend, let the night draw on, let the glaſs. 
ran out ; come death, follow judgment 3 
We are not troubled at it, we care not, we 
regard not, no warning of the Angels 
will ſerve our turn. 


We ſweetly ſleep, and never dream of this. 
UVithapby Man whoſoever thou art { 
—Potes hoc {ub caſu ducere ſomnos ? 
And canſ* thou ſleep in ſuch a caſe as this 4 


Cavit. 
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| Canſt thou go to Bed, with a Conſci- 
ence thus laden with fin ? Canſt thou take 


any reſt when thou lieſt in danger of Eter- 


nal death-? Canft thou lodge in the ſame 
Bed with the-Brother of Death, and en- 
ter {lcep into thy boſom ? I can, I tell 
thee, that I can, and find-no harm at aj! 
by it. Be not too confident ; that may 
happen 1n the ſpace of one nour, whicit 
hath not happened in a thonſarid. Thou 
art not paſt danger ; for conſider with thy 
ſelf how-long thou haſt to live, There :5 
no great diſtance betwixt thy Soul and 


breath © Thou mayeſt moſt truly ſay e- 
vas} tour, I am within one degree . of 
Peatn, within one foot, yea, within one 


| 19-4 mch, Death need not ſpend all his Qui- 


vers upon thee : One Arrow, the head of 
one Arrow ſhall wound thee to the heart, 
and make ſuch a large orifice, that blood 
and | ſpirits, and life and all', ſhall ſad- 
denly run out together. Either thou liveſt 
in a] malignant and corrupt Air , or 
elſe thou art troubled with diſtillations, 


Lungs, or cle there is ſome obſtru&1on 1n 
the Veins, or in the Liver, or clſe the 
Vital Spirits are ſuffocated, or elſe the 
Puiſation of the Arteries 1s inter- 
ecpted, or elſe the Animal Spirits. on 

| back 
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Death, Heil and Eternity. It is gone in a. 


falling down from thy Head upon thy. 
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| paredly. 
foreſcen and , always expeted. That 1s 


apo Eternity. 179 
back to their Head, and there are either 
frozen to death, or elſe drowned. One 
way or other thou poſteſt to the. end of 
thy ſhort race 3 and preſently thou art 
but a dead Man, carricd away to Eteru! 
in the turning of a hand, before thou 


\ couldft irnagine or think upon it. There 
' are a thouſand ways to bring a Man to his 


end : I do not ſpeak of lingring Deaths, 
before which there goes ſome warning, 
hut of ſudden Deaths that ſummon us, 


| arreſt us, and carry us away all ina mo- 


He dies ſuddenly that dies unpre- 
Death 1s not. ſudden, 1f it be 


ment. 


ſudden death which was unpremeditated ; 
and unpremeditated\ death is. the worſt 
of all deaths: And from ſuch ſudden 
death,, Gord Lord deliver us. It 1s good 


counſel for cvery one, lct him be of what 


age he will, for no age 15 priviledged 
more than another : Death hath a gene= 
ral commitffion which cxtends to all pla- 
ces, perſons, ages, there 1s none cxempt. 
It is good counſel then, I ſay, for'every 
one at ail times, and in all places, and in 
all companies, to.” expect dcath, and to 
think. every day.yea,every hour to be his 
laſt : Then let him die, when pleaſe God, 
he ſhall not die ſuddenly. 
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Canſt thou go to Bed, with a. Conſc:- 
ence thus laden with fin ? Canſt thou take 


any.rcſt when thou lieſt in danger of Eter- 


nal death-? Canſt thou lodge in the ſame 
Bed with the Broti:er of Death, and en- 
ter [leep into thy boſom ? I can, I tell 
thee, that I can, and find-no harm at ail 
by it. Be not too conhdent ; that may 
happen 1n the ſpace of one iimur, whici 
hath not happened in a thonſand. Thou 
art not paſt danger ; for confider with thy 
ſelf how long thou haſt to live. There is 
no great diſtance betwixt thy Soul and 


Death, Hri! and Eternity. It is gone in a. 
breath ” Thou mayeſt moſt truly fay e- . 


vat hour, I am within one degree . of 
Peatn, within one foot, yea, within one 
:nch, Death need not fpend all his Qui- 
vers upon thee : One Arrow, the head of 
one Arrow 1ſhall wound thee to the heart, 
and make fuca a large orifice, that blood 
and |ſpirits, and life and all , ſhall fad- 
denly run out together. Either thou liveſt 
in a, malignant and corrupt Air , .or 
elfe thou art troubled with diſtillations, 
falling down from thy Head upon thy 
Lungs, or clſe there 1s ſome obſtrut&ion mn 
the Veins, or in the Liver, or clſe the 
Vital) Spirits are ſuffocated, or elſe the 
Puiſation of the Arteries is 1inter- 
cepted, or elſe the Animal Spirits run 
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hack to their Head, and there are cither 
frozen to death, or elſe drowned. One 
way or other thou poſteſt . to the end of 
thy ſhort race ; and preſently thou art 
but a dead Man, carricd away to Etern!y 
in the turning of a hand, before thou 
couldſt imagine or think, upon it. . There 


' are a thouſand ways to bring a Man to his 


end : I do not ſpeak of lingring DEaths, 
before which there goes ſome warning, 
but of ſudden Deaths that ſummon us, 
arreſt us, and carry us away all ina mo- 
ment. He dies ſuddenly that dies unpre- 


\ paredly. Death 1s not. ſudden, it it be 


oreſcen and always expected. . That 1s 
ſudden death which was unpremeditated ; 
and unpremeditated death is the worſt 
of all deaths: And from ſuch ſudden 
death,, Good Lord deliver us. It is good 
counſel for cvery one, let him be of what 
age he will, for no age 15 priviledged 
more than another : Death hath a gene- 
ral commiffion which cxtends to all pla- 
ces, perſons, ages, there 1s none exempt. 
It is good counſel then, I fay,. for every 
one at ail times, and 1n all places, and in 
all companies, to. expett death, and to 
think every day.yca,cvery hour to be his 
laſt : Then let him die, when pleaſe God, 
he ſhall not die ſuddenly. 
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| How many Men have we hcard of: 
whoſe light hath ſuddenly -bcen put out 
ahd life taken away, either by a fall, 
the Halter, or Peyſon, or Sword, or Fire, 


of Water, or Lions paws, or Boars tusks|' 


cr Horſe heels, and a tinoutand more was: 
than thele * | As many Scuſes as we have, 
(that number 1s nothing.) a5 many part: 
and members as we have, (aud yet that 
1s nothing.) As many porcs as there be in 

all the parts of our Body put together, | 

many windows are there for death to cond 
in at, to ſtcal upon us, and ſuddenly cut 
our throats. _ Tho wa bn (faith Sant 
Ang 1ftine ) tnat 1s ture : For thy ſhalt 
ſuxely die. And in this that th death is cer- 
1amn, the day alſo of thy death 1s uncertain, 
Nbne of us knows how near he draws un- 
tohis end: 1 kinw nt (faith 725 , coup, 
12.) how long 1 Pall live, and hos 


nN 4 
32s 


fan my Maker may tabe me away, or (asÞ} * 


our Tranſlation hath it) T hnow nit to give 


_— 


flattering titles ;, in doing, my Maher 
 wiuld ſon tabe me awgs, In the m1dit 0: 
our life, we arc near unto death : For we 
always Carry 1t 18 our boſon 3 and who can 
tell, whether he ſhall live till the evening 
or no? This murderer and man-ſtealer 
{far ſo I call Death) hath a thouſand ways 
to hurt 1 us, as by thunder and lightning, 
_ and tempeſt, fire and water, Oc. 
30> 


in 


upon Eternity. ISL 
inſtruments of miſchicf he hath of all 
forts, 'as Guns, Bows, Arrows , Slings. 
Spcars, Darts, Swords , and what not ! 
\We need not be hbcholding to former ages 


for examples of ſadden deaths. Alack ! 


we have too many 11 our own davs. Have 
not we our felves known many,that laying 
themſelves down to tleep, have fallen wn 
ſuch a dead ilcep, that they arc not to be 
awaked again, till they ſhall hear the 
found of the Trumpet at the laſt day ? 
Death doth not always ſend his Heralds 
and Summoners bcfore, to tell us of his 


| coming, but often ſtcals upon us une$- 


petted ; and as he finds us, fo he takes us, 
whether prepared or unprepared. Watch 
therefore ; for ye bnow neither the day nor 


the hour, Matth. 25.13. There 1s a kind of 


Repentance indeed in Hell: But neither 


is 1t true, ncither will 1t profit any thing 


'atall, For it is joyned with everlaſting, 
| and tormenting horror and deſpair, Now, 
now 1s the acceptable time of Repent-. 


ance, now whileſt it is called tg day. Heb, 
3. Bring forth therefore fruits meet for 


3. 


repentance, Matth. 3. 8. The night coin- 
2th when no man can work, Joh. 9g. 4. Work 
therefore while 1t is day. The day, faith 
| Origen, 1s the time of this life 5 which. 
may ſeem long unto us, but indecd 1s very 
ſhort, 1f 1t be compared with Eternity. 
And 
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i182 The ſeveath Conſideration 
And after this ſhort day of this pretent 
lif2, there follows the day of E ern, 
vihich 15 invite long, and hath no ng 
tO come aitcr 1t. 

' © Man, whoſocvcr ' thou art, think up- 
on theſe things; but thou eſpecta:ily, why. 
ſdever findett thy feif guiity of any grie- 
vous fin. Repent and amend, rememl.crÞ} 
Eternity,and think upon the day of Death, 
It-is uncertain 110 what place Deatli will 
expect theez do thou therctore expei 
Death 11 every place. As the Lord ina! 
find thee when he calls for thee, ſo [hall 
ne aiſo paſs fentence vpon thee. 
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Whatſo ever thou takeſt in hand — © | 
remember the ou cl thou ſhalenaver | 


doe ami? Ecclus:7,56, _ 
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CHUSE 
To think upon Eternitie and not to 

| amend ons manners is to b:4 heaven 
f are well and to joyn hands with hell. t 
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| ETERNITY. 
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How Cyriftians ought not only to L1ok upon 
the Emblems aud Pidtures of Eternity, 
but come home and t99Þþ within' themſelves, 
ana ſeriouſly meditate ujon.the thing tt 
ſelf. 

Rder requires now, that. leaving 

the P/almiſt , and the reſt, who 

have deſcribed ynto- us Eternity, 
we ſhould deſcend into our ſelves, keep at 
home , and ſtay within. He 1s a great 
way from home, from himſclf, and from 
his own falvation, whoſoever hath an eye 
to that only which is tranſi tory, and for- 
gctteth that which 1s Eternal, 

The Lavycrs know well erongh that a 
Man wil! not Iet go his right and title, 
though it be Þut in a mattcr of three- 
half-pence, if it. be a perpetuity, and to 
be yearly paid for cyer.' Yea, it is thought 
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a great Rent, 1f a Man be bound to pay, 
though but three fartitings yearly, to his 
Land-lord, as fong as the-Worid endures. 
In ſuc eftcem are perpetuities, though 
10! things lirFivorth, though but three 
Pepper-corns,Wif thou art 
ard eager 1n purſuing the right of three- 
half-pence, how comes it to paſs, O 
Man, that thou art ſo negligent and care- 
leſs in ſecking after the Inheritance of an 
Eternal Kingdom, which may ke had at a 
tew ycars purchaſe ? Thou fallcſt out with 
thy Brother for thrce-half-pence, thou 
goeſt to Law with him, thou makeſt it a 
long ſuit : In the mean time, thou ſuffer- 
cſt others to carry away the Inheritance 
of the Kingdom of Heaven ? What 1s the 
reaſon ? Is it ſo little worth ?_ Is it not 
wezth looking after ? It ſeems thou thini;- 
eſt ſo,or ciſe thou wouldſt labor for it more 
than thou doſt. Thou art much cumbred 
about other things ; thou thinkeſt all pains 
Iittle enough 3 thou art never weary © 
ſeeking after them : But as for Eternity, 
that thou thinkett to be a great way ot, 
and therefore thou art ſcarce ever at let- 
fure ſo much as once to think upon 1t 3 
or, 1f thou art any time at leiſure, then 
thou haſt no mind fo it. O/ It 15 4 
grievous thing, and very weariſome to tc 
aliways looking after that winch .yot 15 Bot 
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Lere ever tliroughly to be looked tnto. Wh» 
would trouble his head, and weary his 
mind about 1t? We are all for the preſent, 
Give us preſent potlcſſion; that 1s the 
thing we defire, that 1s the thing we de- 
light in: There 18 fome content 1n 
that. 

See our folly and'warit or diſcretion. 
\What blindkefs is this, or rather is it nof 
madneſs, to look for certainty where none 
is, and where 1t 1s, never to look for it ? 


In a butineſs concerning our temporal and 


uncertain riches, we love to be certain, 
we will have good ſecurity, which yet, at 
the beſt, is very uncertain. . But concerit- 
ing Eternal and certain riches, we make 
our ſelves ſo certain, that we look for no 
allurance ; we are fo ſccure, that we look 
for no ſecurity, which yet, if we would, 
we might have as good as could be defired, 
Docs any Man lend Money without a Bill, 
or a Bond, or a Pledge ? Every Man hath 
this preſently in his mouth, I love to be 
certain 3 I detire good ſecurity 5 I will 
£0 ſafely to work 3 I will not put the mat- 
ter to hazard, Things pretent and cer- 
tayn, when we hold the. balance, always 
weigh down things future and uncertain. 
Bettzr, ſay we, (43 the Proverb goes) 5 
one” Bird in the hand, than two in the buſh, 
&nd,.T had rather ſee a {ren in a Cage, 

than 
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188 The ezghth Conſideration 
than an Eagle in the Clouds, We are of 
Plautus is inind, we carry our eycs in Our 
hands, and bclicve no more than we ſee, 
What tond and foolith Men are we, that 
ſeek for certainty of ſuch things as are 
moſt uncertain, which deceive us mot 
when we make our ſelves moſt ſure of 
them, which make themſelves wings and 
tlie away, whileſt we think we have them 
faſt enough in our hands ! But, be it 
known unto all Chriſtian people , what 
afſurance and ſecurity Chrift, the King of 
Heaven will give: What aflurance, 1] 
ſay, of Eternal Life, Chriſt will give un- 
to. all thoſe that will enter Bond for per- 
formance of Covenants. If thou wilt en- 
tei into life , keep the commanaiments, 
Matth. 19. 17. S7 vis ad vitam ingredl, ſer- 
va mandata., The Condition of this Ob- 
ligation 15 tuch, That if thou keepeſt the 
Commandments, thou ſhalt enter into 
life, Life Eternal: But if thou breakeſt 
the Commandments, in as much as thou 
breakeſt them, then this Obligation ſhall 
be void, and of none effedtt, For whoſo- 
ever breaketh one of theſe Command- 
ments, and deferreth his repentance, and 
doth not the ſame hour wherein he hath 
ſinned, feck reconciliation and peace 
with God, whom he hath offended ; he 
is 1n danger to loſe himteif, and all that 

| he 


= 
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he hath, and mamifeſily hazardcth the 


Fternal Salvation both of Soul and Body, 


There is but three fingers breadth,or rather 


PYut an inch between him and death. For 
be hath within himſelf the matter of n 


thouſand diſeaſes, and cauſes, of Death : 
And yet ratfh and fooliſh Man, he perfitt- 


th and continucth {t11] without fear or wit 
in the ſtate of damnation ; in which ſtate, 
4f it ſhould pleaſe God to take him away 
ſuddenly, he 1s 1n danger to periſh ever- 


laſtingly. Is it not a bold and fooliſh 


'part, for a Man to adventure all that 
he hath at a caſt, and hazard the loſsof 


Eternal Riches, when he. may ealily keep 
them ? 

If a Man ſhould: ſuffer 10 Hell but fo 
many torments, as he hath lived hours, 
or but ſo many torments as he hath com- 
mitted fins all his life 3 this might ſeem 
ſomewhat the more tolerable. It it were 
to, that in Hell there were any end of 


 torments, after the expiration of any Cer- 


| _ Number of years, Men would make 
cnd of tfinning, -all the days of their 
fe, The enemics of God would increaſe 


every day more and more. For albeit 
they know that the torments 11 Hell, arc 
fo many in number, that they cannot be 
[numbred ; ſo long for continuance, that 
| they cannot be meaſured ; 3 fo pricvous 


for 
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tor quality, that they cannot be endured, 


but with ſuch inffmte pain, that ever; 
minute of an hour ſhall ſeem a whol: 
yedr. Notwithſtanding all this, Men arc 
nothing deterred from fin , but walk on 


boldly, or rather run headlong to thcirf 


own deſtruttion. 

If all the torments that can be iti: 
ed | or 1unagined, thould be heaped toge:- 
ther upon the head of a Man for an hun: 
dred years together, they would not come 
near the punithments of Hell for one year, 
no, not for a day, nor yet an hour. Al 
the puniſhments that Thieves , Robbers 
Murderers, and ſuch MalefaGors ſuffer, 
though grievous for the time, yet they arc 
quickly ended ; in three or four days they 
are over, or in the compaſs of a weet 
at moſt ; but the torments of the damn- 
ed| are not for an year or an age, but 
for ever. God ſhall ever punith them, 
becauſe he can neyer puniſh them <« 
nough, though he puniſh them to al 
Eternty. 
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GHAP. þ. 


Eternity doth not only cut off all comfort and 
' eaſe, but even all hope alſ>. 


forter in af calamities and diſtretles, 

: which hath a ſoveraign virtue to riti- 

| gate and aflwage all pains and ſorrows. And 
God of his great mercy, for the moſt part, 
in all adverſities, ſtill leaveth a Man ſome 
Hype to help and ſuccor. The fick Man as 
long as he lives, he ſtill lives, 1n Hope : As 
long as there 1s life, there 15 Hope. But 
after this life ended, there remaineth to 
the damned no more any Hope of comfort. 
| Hpe, the laſt comforter of all, taketh 
her flight, and Eternal Deſperation ſeiſeth 
upon them. The Prophet Daniel ſpeak- 


| this life we have Fhpe for our com- 


ven, and ſaying, Hew the Tree down and 
deſtroy it, cut off her boughs, ſhake off her 
leaves, and ſcatter her fruit abroad, yet 
leave the fturp of the Roots thereof in the 
Earth, Dan. 4. 23. Upon which words 
faith St. Ambroſe, the leaves and the fruit 
are ſhaken off, but the root ts preſerved ; 
that is, Delights here are taken from us, 
and puniſhments are inflicted upon us,but 
yet Hope 15 not taken away from us. Be- 
K hold ! 
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hold ! The Root is preſerved, Zp? 1s ler ,,s, 
behind. In Hell it hath no rooting. Bf ,,, 
hold the day cometh , (cryeth the Prophet} 6 
Milachy) that ſhall burn them up, faith thif 14 
Loyd of Hoſts, that it ſhall leave them nefÞ x 
thr root nor branch , And Fob lamenting ,, 
cryeth out, I am gone,. and my hope hatifp .;.. 
he | removed like a tree, Job 19. 10. Tiff þ 
hope, or, The expe#atim of rhe wiclef ,;j.," 
(ball periſh, fo faith Solomon, Prov. To. 29 than 
Therefore whileſt there 1s time and plac: 


| | prope 
for Hope, let us have Hope 3 but et u jewel 
Hipe for ſuch things as we ought. A 14 
humane things are vain and unccrtanff ro 
The Heathen Poet tells us fo much :Þ ;,q1 
theie Verſes, Man 1: 
; — MPT 
Omnia ſunt hominu m 7enu! pendentia fils, ſuch 
' Et ſubiro'caſu que valuere THunt, troub] 

B _ . $viell « 
All humane things hang by a ſlender thre, Bp... 
What jtands moſt ſtrong, 1s quickly rume!. Fo ſp 
| cltate 
We muſt not therefore place our ///$,11 
truſt, and confideace in ſuch things. 5.iÞer .: . 


Bernard ſhewetit us a better way 1n tlic 
words, Faith ſaith, God hath prepared 
che faithful , great and unconceivable 9 
things, And Hope ſaith, He hath reſerve 
them, ard laid them up for thee. And Ch. 
rity faith, in the third place, I make haſt 
| b 


upon Eternity. G3 


ant think it long til I come to them, True 
Hpe, as St. Gregory affirmeth, raiſeth up 
the mind to the thought of Eternty, and 
taketh away the ſenſe of all outward 
crolles.and troubles. True #5pe makes us 
to underitand that all worldly things arc 
' vain, but a Modicum, but for a moment. 
| But, O that moment, on which all Eter- 
nit; doth depend | The day of death, and 
the hour of the extream and laft agony, is 
yroperly tnat moment, and that precious 
jewel; for buying whereof, the wiſe Mer- 
chant ſelleth all that he hath, - But few 
know the worth of this jewel. About E- 
tcraal Salvation , faith St. Ferome, every 
Man is negligent. But what 1s the reaton 
tia: men are ſo negligent in a thing of 
ſuch great moment ? Poor men! We are 
troubled with weak and 1ll eyes. We ſee 


well enough near at hand, but we can. 


ſcarce perceive any thing afar off. I do 
not ſpeak of ſuch as are come to mats 
eſtate, or ſuch as are grown old. Boys 
and Girls when they are new taken from 
their Cradle , before they have all their 
[teeth come forth, learn the firſt elements 
of vic2s, they ſmutch their fingers pres 
ently with the foil of covetouſneſs 3 
ind after a while, they have an unſa- 
tiable defire after getting riches; they 
Jearn to make good Markets for them= 
| K 2 {elves 5 
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ſelves; if they meet with a good penny, * 
worth, they preſently lay hold upon 
their hand 1s preſently in the purſe, citheÞ 7te; 


laying out for gain, or receiving 1n gain; 
they know how to make the beit ufe ant 
advantage of their money ; they get a: \ 


inſight into the myſteries of divers tradesh J 1 
they will be talking of merchandiſe, the Serr 
will learn good judgment of Wines ; the;Þ with 
will tell you what faſhion and cut is in ul 54] 
beyond ſea, Zuvenal the Poet in his Si poſe 
ivrs, gave theſe a laſh long ago. all t 


This old Wives teach Boys in their Infanc, agail 

| And Girls do learn before their ABC. | i; c1 
Hence is riſe 

Of every vice. 


| Hence cometh our grofs 1gnorance, ani ; 
torgetfulneſs of things Eternal. Your 
ind old, all do oyervalue their Money Þ . 


but as for Heaven and Eternity , the eſt, 
know not, neither will they underſtand ang; 
the true worth of them. But let us pivF thin! 
end, + Sea C 
the t 
know 
wret 
\ woul 
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no COAL TEK 
| £ternity is 4 Sea, and a three-headed Hydra 
| but it 7s alſo a Fountain of all Foy. 


Would fain ask thee, O Chriſtian 
Man, whoſoever thou art that hearetſt 
Sermons often, but ſeldom, it tay be, 
| with attention and devotion; thee, eſpe- 
| cially fain would I ask one queition, Sup- 
| poſe thou thouldſt take 11 hand to lade out 
2]l the Water in” the Sca, into a ſmall 
River near adjoyning, whici ruaneth back 

| again into the Sea continually, as faſt as it 
' 15 caſt out. Suppoſe thou ſhouldſt uſe no 
other Ladle but a very ſmall Spoon to caſt 

it out withal , Now tell me, How long 
doeſt thou think thou fhouldſt be in drain- 

| ing of the Sea: Or again, Suppoſe thou 
| ſhouldſt draw 1t out with a Bucket as big 
| as an Hoglſhead ; ind as fait as thou draw- 
| &ft, pour it out 1nto another Channel, 
| Anſwer me, In how many years doſt thou 
' thinx thou ſhouldſt be able to draw the 
Sea dry ? To fit ſcorching and frying in 
the tlames of Hell-ftirc fo' many years , [ 
know thon wilt ſay, were a grievous an@ 
wretched torment ; and yet the damned 

| would think 1t well with them, if it were 
ſo : They would likethe condition well and 
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not|think the tune long, ſo that they had 


any] ailurancec,that at length their tormentsÞ 


{nould have an cnd, and not cxtend to al] 
£7? d ha . 

We m_ in Feathentih Authors of old 
tick. thing more ſtrange than true, ot 
a certain Hidra or Snabe, * which (as they 
feigned) had three heads, and as ſoon as 
Oic| was cut off, had two ſhoot up 1n the 
place thereof, 'But if this H;dra be any 
where to be found, it is in Hell ; where 
there 15 a threefold Eternzty, which like 
the #Z:dra ſtretchcth out her, long neck 
with three hicads, that ON pain of lojs, 
the pain of ſenſe, and” the wikin of conſcience 
that never dieth, W war - miſerable and 
1wprovident Men are we, that having but 
a (hurt journey to £0, but tull of dangers 
all the way, go on notwithſtanding ſo mer- 
rily and ſportingly, as if we were walking 
all the while through Paradiſe, or a molt 


pleaſant Garden, tree from all fear of E- 


n< nies 3 and in the end of our walk, pre- 


| ſently to be received and utcd as C- 


t1zens into our Heavenly Countrey, a pl:c: 
of all ſecur: ty! For can we be 1gnorant 3 
if we ke, it is our own fault, Eut-we can- 
net |be ignorant, that at lengti we ſhall 


come to the two Gates of Et ern: J, tne 


one of the bletied, the other of thc damn- 
ed j And cnter we muſt at one of them, 


that 
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Þ j< accordingly as we ſhall behave and cqrry 
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chat is certain 3 at which, God knows, it 
\our ſelves by the way. 


\ Laurentins Juſtiniams, wondering at 
the merry madneſs of ſuch Travellers, 


| breaks forth into this exclamation, O the 


lam:ntable condition of mortal Men, which 
e2 on exulting all the way, whileſt they are 
tut exiles, or baniſhed men. from their own 
C:untry { Let us not ſettle our minds up- 
on any vain joys, and fond toys by the way, 
whileſt we are travelling towards our 
Comtry ;. but let us fo run our race, that 
at the cnd thereof, we may obtain 1dmit- 
tince inat the. Gate, * which 1s the entrance 
5 Eternal Blefſednets, God hath indeed 


created us rather unto joys and pleaſures,” 


than unto labors and ſorrows ; but we are 
much miſtaken,both of the time and place : 


| it is not here, it mall ve hercafter. Joys 


irc prepared in Heaven ; but none but 
the good and faithful fervants ſhall enter 
into them. And by what means may a 
man obtain entrance ? Knoweſt thou not 
what Chriſt ſaid ? The kingdom of Heaven 
ſuffereth violence 3 and the violent take it by 
f.rce; Matth, 11. 12. Think- now thus 
with thy ſelf, Am I this violent Man ? Is 
this the violence here ſpoken of, To eat, 


| fo drink, to riſe up to play, to lie down,to 
| take mycaſe? It is not certzinly. Fight 
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we muſt, but 1t muft be the good fight: 
like Chriſtian Champions 3 Run we muſt 
but ſo, that we may obtain ; Strive w« 
mu:t, but to enter 1n at the ſtrait Gate, 
Labor we muſt, and offer violence to th 


Kihgdom of Heaven 3 but it muſt be inf 


due time and place. Now whileſt we have 
tirne here, whileſt we are on the way, 


whilcſt we have life and ſtrength, that 


when we come to the point of death, and 
ſo paſs the Horizon of this World, and de- 
part into anotner; never to return back 
again 3 when we ſhall be tranſlated from 
Titne to Eterm!y, then at the laſt we may 
have joy for our life paſt,and hope for that 


_. Which 15 to come, Let us labor therefore, 
Jet us Jabor,. I fay, and offer violence to 


our ſelves, fighting againſt our own fro- 
ward wills and atfettions : So ſhall we ob- 
tain by the mercy of God, cvcrlafting rc 
for ſhort labor, and eternal glory for a fc 
days travel. | 

[True and ſolid jcy 15 not here to bc 
found in vain delights and pleaſures, but 
tn Hcaven, where there 1s joy and pleaſure 
for evermore, God prepared a gourd, and 


mude it come over jonah, that it mizht be af 


ſhadow over his head, to deliver him from hy 
grief, Jonah 4. 6. SO Fona' eas excecd- 
ing glad of the gourd. And what js all tre 
pleaſure, ar rather yvamty of this pretent 

| 1 World ? 
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world ? Is it not like Fonah's gourd flou- 
riſhing for a time,and yielding a comfort- 
able ſhadow? Rich Men have their gourd 
alſo, that is, their riches, under the ſhadow 
whereof they rejoyce with exceeding great 
joy. Drunkards and Gluttons' have their 
gourds alſo, that 1s, great Tables and de- 
heious fare, under the ſhadow whereof 
they are merry and joyful. Voluptuous 
Men alſo have thcir gourds too, that 1s, 
their unlawful pleaſures, under the ſha- 
dow whereof they lie down and fport 
themſelves, But ( alafs! ) ſorrow follows 
after ſuch joy, and ſuddenly - overtakes it. 
Their mirth 1s ſoon turned into mourning 3 
and their dehghis and pleafuces end in 
gall and bitterneſs. For what became of 
Fonah's gourd ? God prepared a worm when 
the morning roſe the next day, and it ſmote 
the gourd that it withered, Now tell me, 
Fomah, where 1s thy gourd ? What 15 he- 
come of 1t? Where is now thy exceeding 
ercat joy ? They are both gone together, 
thy zourd 15 withered, and thy joy is end- 
cd, Such are our vain delights and plea- 
ſures, ſuch is our joy, rather ſhadows of 
things than any thing indeed, they paſs a- 
way ſuddenly, and become 1ike Fonah's 
gourd that ſoon withered. The joy of this 


Worid 1s but for a moment, but the joy of 


ihe life to come 1s for all Zternzty, 
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CHAT II 


Hire is declared by a _ memorable exais. 


ple, How fw eer and prect; HS the taſte of 


Eternity 15, 


His knew Tre 

born of Chriſtian Parents ; and, as it 
{cems, he learned it betimes, when 7: 
years he was but a youth, but an 0! 'd _ 
for judgment and diicrction, For on ; 
great icſtival day, kept throughout al 
Ec; there being a great feaſt at his Fa- 
therk houſe, and many invitce thereunto ; 
when ſorue were cating and drinking, 0- 
thers laughing and playing and others 
ſporting and dancing 3 he a mnidſt all cheſe: 


ER ki b! —Qollities retired Soy to his inward 


Cloſet, _— himfeif wounded to thc 
heart, t with a chaſte arrow. For thus 
ne - 2a to expoſtulate with himſelf. Lin. 
happy Tyeadore? What would "it profit 
TlICe if thou ſhould{t gain the whole 
Vocid?Many things thou haſt indeed, but 
canft thou tell how long thou ſh. It enjoy. 
them ? Thou liveſt in abundance now 3 
thou |maieſt feaſt it,and make merry ; thou 
maieſt laugh ard be fat, thou maiſt rejoyce 
and skip for j joy. But art thou ſurc how 
tong this ſhall 1 laſt ? T ſhould like it well, if 
a+ 


 z 


1405s very well, one 


upon Eternity. 20k 


if would laſt always, But what ſhall T do ? 
12] I for theenzovins of theſe thort and 
tranfitory pleaſures & deitzhts deprive my 
ſcli of f th 0) Fo wy vc! arc Eternal ?. Tell 
me, Theodore, is tits according m Chriſt- 
il oion to iraime unto our ſfeives an 
Herve here on Ezrtn, and think to paſs 
fon deligiits to dclights, from Temporal 
to Eternal « Either F am much deceived, 
or elſe Chrift ihewed unto us another way 
unto the Kingdom of Heaven, and that 
is through many tribulations. Therefore 
hive no more to do with worldly vanities, 
kut prefer Eternal 1oys before Temporal, 
Tius he ſaid and feil a weeping. So then 
he retired himſelf into a withdrawing 
roam, and there proltrating himſelf upon 
the Earth, he prayed after this manner. . 
Crternal Gid, my heart is naked and open 
before thee, I ſend up my f1zhs as humble 
Orators and Peiitimneis unto» thee : I bnow 
mt wha! to ask, nor how « Only this one thing 
i bez at thy hands, That thcu wilt not ſuffer 
me to die an Eternal Death. © Lord , thou 
bnweſ? that T love thee, and that T defiret9 
be with thee, that T may fins Etcrnal praiſes 
unto thee « Lord have mercy upon me, Whileſt . 
he was thus praying, 11 comes his Mother, 
0:4 ſudden, and preſently perceiveth. by 
Me redneſs and moiſinets of his eyes,. that © 
he had been a weeping:and thereupon. ſhe : 

{aith; ., 
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faith, 21» Son, What is the matter with 
thee? Why weepeſt thu ? Why mourneſt 


thou? Why keepeſt thou out of ſight to day ? 


Why doft thou not come to the Table ? The 
ret are all there : Thy company ts deſired : 
Come away. But Theodore anſwered and 


. faid, T pray you, gagd Mother, have me ex- 


cyſed ; 1 find my ſelf ſomewhat ill at ſtomach, 
i pray you do not urge me to eat or drinh 
againſt my ſtomach, 
colourable pretence he ſcnt away his Mo- 
ther; then being alone, he conferred with 
God and hunfelf about Eternity , and 
ſtrictly examined all the courſe of his life 
fyihg unto himſelf, What am I? or, What 
have 1 been * How hath it been with me 
heretofore ? or, Fiow ſhall it be with me 
hereafter, 1f T loſe my part and fellowſhip in 
the Kingdom of Heaven and Bleſſed Eter- 
nity | There are divers wars to Heawen : 
Some 20 one way, ſome another , it is no 
matte: which way we go ſo we come thirher, 
Bat becauſe all wa's are not alibe,neither are 
8] natures alibe, every man ought to chuſe 
that way which 1s moſt convenient. There is 
« ſhort way, and a long; a ſafe way, and a 
dangerous. If then I be afraid to go a long and 
dangerous wav,here is a ſhyrter and a ſafer, 
which if T ſhall chaſe, without all doubt, 1 


(ball have the Angels for my companions and 


comforters,” and they will alſo rej; ce. 


Meg, 


So with a fair and. 
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Well, Theodore, defer a while, but not 
to) ling, and do not eld to> much. IT hope 
7 ſhall ne day grow a ſtrong Man, and then 
Ijhall be better able to deal with mine ene- 
mies, for T ſhall find thiſe that are ſtrong : 
But what if they be eaſie, flattering, fawn- 
ins, and ſuch as will even weep for me ? The 


truth is, T am moſt afraid of ſuch. But pluck 


up a good heart, Man, and th1ugh by nature 
thou art flexible and eaſily moved, yet pray 


' wnto Chriſt, and he will make thee ſtrong and 
| immovable. But what if thy Mother falls 
| a weeping, beſeecheth thee with her tears 
' trichling down her cheeks ? What if ſhe hangs. 


about thy neck ;, and deſires thee to ſpare thy 
ſelf 2 What if ſhe ſhews thee her breaſts which 
gave thee ſuch * Will not all theſe move 
thee * Here remember what St. Jerome 


ſaith, notwithſtandinz all thefe importuni- 


ties, run with ſpced unto the Standard of 
Chriſts Croſs, Tt is a vertue and praiſe-wor-. 
thy to be cruel in ſuch a-caſe as this. It is 
the portion and inheritacne of thy Mother the 
Church- to ſtand under the Croſs of Chriſt : 
$1 aid Mary the Mother of Chriſt ; and fo 
muſt thou, if thou wilt have God thy Father 
mn Heaven; and the Church thy Mother, on 
Earth : And ſo thou wilt do, if thou bees a 
tre ſon and no baſtard. But muSF I do it 
now in mine youth, in the flower of mine age /! 
that is hard s So it as, indeed, to fleſh and 

| blood 
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 blrodl But ext2rience teacheth it, that G2 


7s mt. wetl ple aſe d with late ſervice 5 for Late 


ſervices are Teld9n god, Therefore they d) 
well, : that bein f5 ſerve G14 betimes, tht 
ſeek him early, and thar reinember him in the 
days of their youth, and learn t) ſubmit tics 
te n1gr necks Int) ihe yohe > of C brit, But 1 
have been brows bt up tenderl”, I have been 
fed with dainties ; an (0 all Imow enter ups 
on a lricf and IEy courſe of Life, and bi 
acliek t) all my pleaſures ? Shall I be able 
endure it 2 T hope Tſhall. Bat, how lons ? 
For k year of two ?22%> That 1s nt en3ac? 31 
muſt go further, and continue to the end, e: en 
as ling us TI live. Tnerefoare 'weitgh and cn- 
feaet the matter well with thy ſeif, befor 
$24] reſolveſt z and either never begin, 
eljie [continue tothe end, T will by God's afiii- 
ance}; for 1 pope he will n;t leave me alon: 
t9 [tive wit theſe difficul:ies, which of m, 
FelF|T fhall wt be able to overcome. But it 
is a bard matter to ftrive azain't cuſtom. 1 
have hitherto lived libe a Nobleinan, a4 
Freeman; and ſhall I now live _ a Po 
man, and a Slave ? Or, if T dv, how long 
ſhall T live ſo ? If T put onthe Þoremar 
perſin, and act in the Theatre of this Wil 
when ſh, ul T put it off * At the end of Fx 
Laſt [AF, Ant how far is it thither 2 As 
long as it is to the laſt breath. Thy part 1s mt 
ended till thou art to depart out of this life. 


( 
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if thou once comeſt forth in the Porw-man's 
dreſs, there is i putting it off again Thou 
muſt nt once think of thy Silks, Sattens, and 
/elvots. Puiple and fine Linnen thou muſt 
mt wear, wntil thoy beeſt cloathed with; 
the Robe of Immortality and Glory. 

Tncodore, What thinkeit thi? Shalt 
thin be able to hold out to the laſt A? T will 
firive what T can, and comfort my ſelf by the 
example of other 'ga9d Aﬀors that have gone 
before me. And wham fhall I chuſe rather 
'5 follow and imi-ate than Chriſt, the Son of 
God, who voluntarily became pox, and made 
himjelf of nn reputation, humblins himſelf 
a5yve meaſure, to dy und ſuffer like a ſervant, 
being Lord of all * And ſhall nit IT do and 
jatfer any thins after his example 2 Shall! 
mt Ttabe up the Croſs and follow him 2. Am 
7 better than he © Why ſhould 1 be afraid t9 
fllw, when I have \uch a Leader? Kor 
whos xt 2 Who wie follow him? It is the 
wice of Man that 1 hear ? but it is the Will 
i God, whom T ought ta obey becauſe he 
emmmands, But this is too high a point of 
Philoſophy, for a Man to forſake his riches, 
and ty embrace prverty. And what wilt thou 
&, Theodore ? Reſclve with thy ſelf what 


t; a1. 


Why do I thus long doubt and diſpute 
within my ſelf ? Why do IT waver thus be- 
ween hope and fear ? ®”:ve I not the example- 

\ of 


2 ws 


Da ar II Yon” be mo. 1 PP Ie; 
ors I aC=tDH 


wp 


Cato 
— 4 


"2 


7 


—y 


—— 


"7M * Y n ., 3 6 
oder =. 722 


2c6 The eighth Conſideration 


of wny Lord before mine ezes 2 Did nit he 
ſuffer many things not to be uttered ? Was nit 
he natled to the Croſs, and dcpitefuily uſed * 
He forſmh his heavenly Treajures, and came 
poor into this World, As birth, life, and 
death ſhew it. At his birth he wanted a Cra- 
dle ;, in his life he had not where to hide hi; 
Head ; and at his death he had. not wheve- 
withal to cover his Bod'vy, Naked came he 
into. this Viarld, and naked he went out, Hin 
was it with him in his life ? He was faini 
tee from one place to another. 


He was offer 


wearied witi) travel; ſcorched with heat, ani 
dry for thirlt. Ae was as indefatizable in 
doing, as he was patient in ſuffering, ani 
both in an high degree. Was ever any one || 
well bent to poverty, jo patent in labors, ani 
fo gentle and mild when he was reproached ! 
And ſhwmld T be aſhamed of juch a Leader! 
Should I bluſh to be called one off his foils: 
ers? Shatl not T be content to be| ſuch 3s n 
Lord and Sawour will have me to be * Tan 
ready, for love of him, to juffer hunger, this, 
cold, nahedneſs, poverty, and juch libe, | 
am willing, for his ſake, to be bound, br, 
and cut in pieces. Theje ſufferings are buf 
ſhort , they cannot continue long. But ti! 
Joys or torments of Eternity are long indeed; 


for they ſhall never have end. Therefore fare 
well all the World, and the things that aie.inf 


#, I care not. for you, T regard y9u nt 


i - : 
- E-1\ OV. 


4H 


«pon Eternity. 
Farewel, I ſay; but welcome, Eternity, 
whenſoever thou comeſt + Thou art the only 
thins that I ſeek after my Soul longeth af- 
ter thee ; there is nathing that IT deſire in com- 
partjon of thee. 

With the heat of ſuch Cogitations his 


Soul was ſo fet on fire, that it was infla- 


med with the love of Eternity. which the 
Blciſed ſhall enjoy in Heaven. Therefore 
he reſolved to take leave of his Parents, 


to forſake his riches, and b1d adteu to his 


delights for ever. Ie did not reſolve haftt- 
ly, but continued in his refolutzon con- 
ſtantly. He was not foon hot, and foon 
cold ; he was not alter'd all on the ſud- 
den ; he did not paſs from one extream to 
another ;z he did not ſtrive for the higheſt 
pitch at the firſt, but roſe up by degrees, 
and became one of Pachonins his Scholars, 
You have heard the Prologue ; but there 
follows no Tragedy aftcr 1t : tor, contrary 
to the Law of a Tragedy, we have a ſor- 
rowful bezinning, but a joyful ending. He 
came forth with a Lacryme, but went off 
with a Plaudite: At Is Intrat, there was 
weeping for grief ; but at his, Exit, there 
was clapping of hands for joy. Thus have 
ye heard the life and death of Treodorry, 


| whoſe Soul f.d, as it were -upon thoughts 
of Eternity, and was delighted therewith 


as with marroy and fatncls. He was not 
of 
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of mc dey mind, which counteth E. ' bro 
+5143 bat a Fable; but refuſed not him- | the 
ief to - *COMNe Aa Fable and a by-word in þ 9c 
the World, being perſwaded fully of a *rc 
Bleifed Eterni/ 'y, and earneſtly Geliring and Cat 
thifticg to havea part in it. and 

chriffian Bretaren, ſhali I ſpeak a free Þ OY + 
work, but a true? or, not I, but Ted; þ BY 
PH Moſt men live ſo, as if there were þ 14 
no Ch t thing as Eternty,] as if 1t were but ng 
a meer | Le: and a feizned thing. But ww. Þ fait! 
CO | tcl 130 Ou | of Theod its ? Wall you hear is tl 
will: - St. 1 {er ſaith ? Toe day of the Li webe 

>" perk 22 as ics in the nizht, in the wich fawa 
the \heavens ſhall paſs away with a great littl 
noiſe, and the elements {atl meit with fer- 8&0 
vent. heat, the eaits aj) and the warks that drox 
are therem IL hall be 67 1 Me Seein2 trier Vion 
tnat all th:je thjn;s (hai 52 at lued, what $71 
manner of men 1:2ht we to be in all hol of th 
conveiſaiiom and 71tlinzs 2 2 Pet. 3+ 10, Fill 
But where are thuſe mca now a-days, by fjeom 
wheſe ho'y couverfation and godlincfs a J&th 1 
mat) may gudze that they believe St. Perer, Juices 
that the day "robs Lord is __ and Jef br 
that Eerni'y ſhall follow after? But if PA& 
you Kill 10t believe St. Peter, hear what Pear: 
Truth it ſelf ſafth, Wide 7s the zaie, and Jad 
broad is the way that leadetn to deſtrautin, fRO\ 
and|many there he which 21 in thereat, Vat, Þy th 
7.1z.Certainly men would not go in at the ÞPegle 
| broad 


"- 7 
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- F broad gate of deſtruftion,if they did think 
they ſhould come out no more,if they did 
once dream of Eternity, But,as I ſaid be- 
fore, moſt Men make Fternity but a feigned 
thing,a witty invention to keep Men 1n aww, 
and a good honeſt fable. And yet how ma- 
ny are apt to ſay, We believe that there is 
a Bleſſed Eternity after this life, we hope to 
have part in it, we have a detire and long- 
ing after 1t ! But (alas !) how little 1s their 
faith ! how vain 1s their hope ! how cold 
15 their defire | Preſent pleaſurcs, money in 
the hand, the allurements of the tleth {teal 
away the hearts of many,and by littleand 
little, make the detire and love of Eternity 
grow quite cold in them, as if they had 
drowned and buricd it in the grave of ob't- 
vion. We hear it often read and preached : 
Ins ſaith the Lord,This is the Commandment 
of the Lord : And as often as we hear it, we 
ſtill negle& it, Say the Lord what he will, 
command what he will, our old way plcat- 
c&th us beſt, We will walk after our ovwn de-. 
vices and we will every one do the imagination 
of bis evil heart. Therefore thus faith the Lord, 
Ash ye now among (t the Heathen, who hath- 
beard ſuch horrible thinzs ? Fer. 18. 12, 1.3. 
Pad the people which knew no God, but 
known theſe ſeerets of Eternity, certain- 
y they never would have contemred and 
eletted them, Go ro now, O ye ſons of 
We, 
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Men, becauſe T have called, and ye refuſed, ] 
hawe ſtretched out my hands, and n» Man re- 
gardet, Iwill alſ} laugh at your calamity. 
T will inoch when your fear cometh ; when, 
your fear cometh as deſolatiin, and your de- 
Jtrutinn cometh as a whirlwind , when 
diſtreſs: and anguiſh cometh upon you, Prov, 
I./24, 26, 27, When Frernity ſhall ſidden- 


ly overtake you, 


If Death ſeiſe upon you 


11 this nitferable ſtate and condition, there 
15 |then no hope of mercy : The Gate is 
preſently ſhut, there is no opening of it ; 
* The ſentence - of condemnation 1s pait, 


there 1s no repealing of it, 


Depart ye Car- 


ſed. into everlaſting fire, prepared for the Devil 


and 01s Angels, Matth. 25. 41. 


Watch therefore good Chriſtians, watch 
Ifay ; The Judge ſtands at the Gate. That 
may happen 11 a minute, that you may be 
forry for. for ail E ernty. Anthony the Great, 
in @ certain Sermon which he made to the 


people, {pare thus unto them. 


Dearly be- 


love! Brethren , in matters of this life we 
have a care to mahe good bargains, we will 
be jure to have a penny-worth for a penny. 1 
lay out, for inſtance, {5 much money, and 


I have the worth of it in wares 


;I give 19 


many crowns, aud I have fo many buſhels 
of Wheat ; ſo many pounds, and I have 
ſo many quarters of Malt. But we are not 
{o wiſc in Heavenly mattersz we wil not 


g1Ve 


heyy pay pap FR: <® 


® (2 > 


* \ ath i 
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give things Temporal, in exchange for 
things Eternal. Eternal life is a thing not 
worth looking after, we much undervalue 
it, we will ſcarce give any thing for it, we 
will not take any pains or labour to obtain 
it, And yet what 1s our labour, ſuppoſe 


the greateſt we can undergo ? If it be com- , 


pared unto life Eternal, the reward of it, 
it will not amount to ſo much as one half- 
penny, in reſpet and reference to a Mil- 
lion of Gold. For what ſaith the Pſalmif, 
The days of our life are threeſcore years and 
ten; and if by reaſon of ſtrength they be 
fourſcore years, yet is their ſtrength, labour 
and ſorrow, Pſal. 90. 10. But ſuppoſe a 
Man ſhould live an hundred years,to ſpeak 
with the moſt, and all that while ſerve 
God zealouſly, and faithfully, were it not 
time well ſpent to gain Eternity ? were not 
the labor well beſtowed, to purchaſe a 
Kingdom ? I do not mean a Kingdom to 
continue for an hundred years only , but 
throughout all ages z not an Earthly King- 
dom,but the Kingdom of Heaven. There- 
fore , Chriſtian Brethren, be not puffed up 
with vain glory, be not ambitious after 
worldly honour, be not wearicd out. with 
well-doing, be not caſt down with afflidi- 
ons, do not fink under the burden of the 
Croſs, but bear it patiently and chearful- 
ly, Rejoycing, with the Apoſtles, that ye 

are 
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are counted worthy n) ſuffer, Rom. s. 3. F5, 
T jechon, faith St. Paul, that the ſuffering; 
of | this preſent time are not worthy to be com: 
In wh with the glry which ſhall be revealed! 
ini, Rom. 8. 18, Let no Man when he 
hath forſaken the World think that he hath 
forſaken any great matter. For what 15 
Earth in compariſon of Heaven ? It 1s but 
a Centre to the Circle, a Minute to Ee; 
nity, a Prop to the Sea, and a grain of 
Duſt to the Dry Land. What are our 
riches ? Fading and uncertain moveables, 
We are ſoon taken from them,or they from 
us. Though with much ado we keep them 
as long as we live, yet whether we will or 
no,we muſt part with them when we die; 
we cannot carry them to our Graves. Why 
do we not then make a vertue of neceffity ? 
Why do we not willingly part with them, 
whileſt they are ours, ſeeing that thortly 
we muſt part with them, whether we will 
or | not ,, when Death attachcth us for 1 
debt duc to Nature, and then they can be 
no longer ours ? Why do we not lay them 
out like good Merchants for the Margarite 
or [precious Pearl of Eternal life ? Thus 
ſwectly goes on Athanaſius 5 But I mult 
leave him, and draw to a conclutton. 
Pachonius was wont, whenſoever he felt 
any unlawful thoughts or detires ariſe in 
his! mjnd, to drive them away with the re- 
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membrance of Eternity ; and if at any 
time he perceived them to rebel again, he 


\ ſtill repell'd them by meditating {riouſly 


upon Eternity, the Eternal punithm-nts of 
the damned ,-the torments without cnd, 
the fire that nevey g 2Cs out, and the worm 
th1t never dieth.and here 1 wm CONCITGE 
this Contideration with the Exhortation 
of. the ſame Pacionics. Before Ie things, 
faith hc,let us every day think upyn the laſt 
day ; let us in time remember Eternit y3 let 
zs every minute we have to live, ſ 
if we lived in fear of Everlaſtii 
that f by the Mercy 07 God j iN ins 
Wwe nA) for CUVErY eſcape then, 
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THE NINTH 
CONSIDERATION 
Upon 
ETERMNITY. 
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The firſt Concluſion. 


JO Man living 1s able 1n word to 
N, expreſs, or in thought to con- 
ccive the infinite ſpace of Eter- 

zity, Between a true Man, and a painted 
Man, true fire and paintcd fire, there is a 
zreat deal of difference, and yet thele 
arc in ſome kind one like unto another, 
Bat between our common fire and the fire 
of Hell, between the ſorrows of this life, 
and the pains of Hell, there is no com- 
pariſon, no proportion at all. For this lite, 


Ly ſpace of Time 5; but the lite to come, 
and the ſorrow» thereof cannot be mea- 
ſured by any thing but only Efernty, which 
ailo is without mcaſure. This doth our 
S$iviour moſt el-gantly expreſs 1n the Gef- 
pd of S. Fobn, by the Parable of the 
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More yet are gone, as it was, ſo it 1s, They 
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vine branch, if a Man abide not in me, 
be is caſt forth as a branch, and is withered, 


and Men gather them, and caſt them into the 


fire, and they are burned, Fohn 15. 6. In 
theſe words 1s Eternity briefly and plainly 
Heſcribed :. For mark;the words well ; they 
ruh not in the future; He ſhall be caſt for'h, 
and ſhall wither, and Men ſhall gather then, 
and ſhall caſt them into the fire, and they 
Fall be burned, I ſay they run not in the 
Jature, but all in the preſent tenſe, He 15 
aft forth and withered, and Men gather then 
aud caft them into the fire, and they are burn- 
ed. They are burned. This is the ſtate and 
condition of the damned, They are burned, 
that is, always burning. When a thouſand 
wears are paſt and gone, as it was 1n the 
deginning, ſo it 1s ſtill, They are burned : 
And when a thouſand and a thouſand 


re burned. And if after certain millions 
ef years the queſtion be asked, What 15 


now the ſtate and condition of the damn-- 


£d? What do they? What ſuffer they ? 
How fares it with them ? There can be no 
-other anſwer made but this, They are bu;ne 
ef , {till burning continually , inutterably, 


Zternally, from one age to another, evenſ 


for ever and ever. {pon this place cxcel- 
ently faith St. Auguſtine, One of theſc 
20 mult needs be the condition of the 
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Vinebranch, either it *muſt abide in the 
Vine, or elſe be caſt into the fire ; if not 
in the Vine, then certainly 1n the fire. But 
that 1t may not be caſt into the fire, let it 
ſtill abide in the Vine. 


The ſecond Concluſion. 


Fthofe Men which do ſtill continue in 
thetr fins,did but know how near they 
are unto E'ernity, and everlaſting tor- 

mentz!f they did confider well with them- 
ſelves, how that God in a moment, in a 


breath, in the rwinkling. of an eye (as we 


ſpcak) may ſuddenly take them away in 
therr fins, and deliver them up unto deathz 
then ſurcly, 1t£ they had it, they would 
give all Span , all the treafures of Aſa, 
all the Gol-l of India, yea all the World to 
obtain but one. hour to- confeſs their fins , 
to repent them of the ſame, and to ask 
God pardon and forgiveneſs : They would 


not, certainly they would not , ſtili.hug 


and embrace tneir {ins, they would not 
cvery day multiply them as they do, -thzy 
would not lodge them every night in their 
botom,and ly ſnorting in them, 3Mutih. 15, 


27, For what is a Man profited, it ho. ſhall 


gain the whole world, and [je hs own ful? 
Though thou lofeſt crery thing clic inthe 
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Thy 1oul. It were needleſs here to reckon 
up 2 Catalozue of the Martyrs of Chritt 1 
ali ages. There arc whole books of them 
3h great volumes :' they are recorded to 
All poſterity, and their names thall be had 
23 everlaſting remembrance. But the 
greateſt honour that we can do them 1s to 
follow their good example, to learn of 
them Chriſtian fortitude and magnanimi- 
ty, to fear God more than Man, Matth, 
MH, 28. God which is able to deſtroy both 
Sadly and foul in Hell, rather than Man which 
can only kill the body, but 7s not able to kill 
the foul; to love God more than all .the 
World; to be willing to part with all for 
Chriſt, to loſe all to ſave our ſouls, and 
gatn Eternity. 1 will conclude here with 
that excellent exhortation of St. Augultine ; 
"What then ſhall we do, brethren 2 What ? 
What elfe but whileft we have time amend 
our lives, where we have done amitls, do 10 
no more 3 become new Men ; That what 
is threatned and ſhall certainly come upon 
wicked and ungodly Men, may not fall 
vpon us ; not becauſe we ſhall not bc, 'tut 
becauſe we ſhall not be like untofthem : 
Whatſoever 1s written 2n the Scripture, 1: 
syritten for our learning, it 1s the voice of 
God. Obſerve and make good uſe of 
what you read : Whatſoever we ſuffer 1 
e&his Lf 15 but the gentle rod of our mol 
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merciful Father, who correacth as here: 
as his dear children, that we be .not tor- 
mented with the damned hereafter, Why 
hea do the light affictions of this life 
{cm {2 grievous unto us ? Why do we even 
trembic, and quake for tear, wher, we do 
but hear ofthein ? The moſt grievous ſut- 


ferings of this life, if we judge aright or. 


them, in compariſon of everlaſting fire,, 
are very ſmall, yea indeed none at all. 


The third Concluſion. 


Mongſt Chriſtians, God knoweth 
there are a great many, that either 
believe there is neither Heaven nor Hel, 
or clſe if they did truly believe it, they 
would certainly live otherwiſe than they 
do. As concerning ſuch Men, the queſtion. 
may be very fitly asked, Lube 18. 8. When 
the Son of Man cometh ſhail be find faith wpon, 
the earth ? Some there are that would 
fain be thought to be true Believers ; They 
confeſs it indeed with their mouths, but 
diffemble with their double hearts 5 If 
their words may be believed, they may go 
for true Believers ; but if thcir lives be ex» 
amined, they may be thought to be no- 
better than Infidels. They never think up- 
on_Eternity, or very ſeldom 5. and whien. 


they do,they do but think upon it and there: * 
; L 3 15: 
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1s/allz1t 1s zone 1n a thou, ht, they never 
weigh wel! with tacmieives what tt 15,they 
rever ſcrioutly mcditare upos 1t, they ne- 
ver route their underſtanding to be 18tent 
uPou 1t, they never bend their wills and 
atteftions to ſeek after it, they never im- 
Print it in their deep cogitations that fo 
they may remember it. Thcy ſcarce be- 
gin to think upon it, but thetr minds are 
preſently ſomewhere elfe, therr thoughts 
29a wandring, their imagination 1s work- 
1p upon ſomewinat elfe. And 1f at any 
tume ſome ſparks of Devotion and godly 
defires ariſe 10 their hearts, they arc pre- 
{enily quenched and choaked with carcs 
of this World, with multitude of buſineſs, 
with profiis or pleaſures, and ſuch like, 
Arid thus miſcrable Men they ſtop their 
ears, and cloſe their eyes, and without 
fear or underſtanding they run hoodwinkt 
' tn the way that leadeth to Etrernal death. 
It is obſerved by the holy Fathers of the 
Glutton in the Goſpel, that he never Ift- 
ed up his eyes ty] he was in torments ; 
All his-life long they were ſhut againſt the 
poor and againſt all godlineſs : He opened 
them not till he was in Hell, when it was 
tod late. And-it is no marvel that fo 
mahy Men run blindfold to the houſe of 
ſlaughter, and Eternal "ſorrow -; for the 
way %s very broad and pleaſant, —_ 
an 


upon Eternity. 22x 


and plain; a;Man can hardly go out of it, 
there is no fear of lofing himielf till he: 
comes to the end thercof, Then he ſhall. 
perccive that all the while he was travel- 
ling, he was quite out of the right way :: 
then I ſay, when there 15 no returning back. 
again. Many would like this way wel},. 
if there were no end thereof : For, though. 
it rids merrily, it ends merrily: and 
therefore they do wiſely, that leave the: 
great road, and travel on in the rough 
way z that chooſe rather to go through 
Eriers and thorns unto an Eternal Para- 
diſe, than through a pleaſant Paradiſe 
to an Eternal Priſon; that reſolve with 
themſelves to break through all dittcul. 
ties z counting 1t better to go on weeping 
and mourning, 1n the narrow way cf ſalvas 
tion, rather than laughing and rejoycing 
in the broad way of deſtrution. Moſt true 
it is which Fob ſpeakcth, As rhe cloud is 
conſumed, and vaniſhed away; fo he that 
goeth down to the grave, fra!l come up no 
moe « He ſhall return no z9xe to his houſe,,. 
neither ſhall his place know him any more, 
Job 7. 9. | 


The fourth Concluſion. 


.Y Hoſoever uſeth to deſcend into # 


deep and ſerious confideration of 
L 4 Eter- 
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Eternity, he will be ſo fir from living h- 
centioutly and wantonly, that you That 
nerd! ly Ever fee him laughing heartily. It 
hath been obſcrved of as many. as have 
becn railed from the dead, and turned a- 
£411 unto Iifc, that they were ſcarce ever 
ſeen to laugh at all. In particular it hath 
becn obſerved of Lazarus of Bethany , 
whom Chriit loved. He and they, as ma- 
ny as have bcen raited from the dead, 
nigh t truly fay with the Preacher, T ſail 
ef laughter, It is mad; and of mirth, What 
doth it, Eccleſ. 2. 2. * Not without cauſe 
in this doth Cy:i1 of Alexanatria confels 
himfclf to be fearful 3 For he ſaith thus, 
I am afraid of Hell and the puniſhments 
thereof, becauſe they have no end 3 I am 
afraid of the devouring worm , becauſe it 
rever dicth, O thit they were wiſe, that 
they underſtood _ tnat they would conjider 
their latter end / aut 32.19, Whotocver 
15 not better by the conſideration of F-. 
teinity, (I darz be dly fay, and tliink 1 
may lay it truly) either he hath no fait!) 
at/all ; or if ic nath any faitn, he hath no 
heart it all: crat the beit it is but an heart 
that 1s dead 2nd without all ſenſe, It was 
the witry faying of a learned Man, That 
marri2se wasa thort and a fiveet ſons, but 
that it had a doleful cloſe : So we may 
moſt truly ſay of all the pleaſures that we 
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take in fin, that it is a ſhort and a merry 
ſong, but it ends in mourning and lamen- 
tation ; or rather it is a ſong ſhort for time, 
and ſweet for tune as long as it laſteth ; for 
it runs much upon gquavers, and ſemiqua-- 
wers of mirth and jubilatiom, . But the time 
ſuddenly changeth, and the zune 1s altered;: 
for there follows without any reſt the lar-- 
ges and longs of. ſorrow and lamentation 
which cannot be meaſured by any 7zme. 
For the torments of Hell are Eternal. Oh 
Eternity, Eternity, E'ermty / 


Toe fifch Concluſion, 


WW Henſoever we ſpeak of Efermty, we . 
' ſpeak always with the leaſt, but. 
we can never ſpeak too much ot 1t. What-- 
{oever 1s ſaid comes ſhort of it. No words 
can utter 1t, no figures can number it, no 
time can meaſure 1t. For E'ernity 1s of this 
nature; take from 1t what you will , it 1s: 
ſtill the ſame. It 15 neither increaſed by 
addition, nor diminiſhed by ſubſtraction..]. 
Suppoſe there were ſubſtratted from it fo- 
many years as there are ſtars in the firma- 
ment, drops in the ſea, ſands on the ſhore, 
leaves on the trees,grals in the ftelds, motes 
in the Sun, duſt on the carth ; What re-- 
mains ? As much: as there was: before the: 


Subſtration, Suppole there were ſa many 
L 5. | years: 


ww” I 
— 


LD IN ME AAR EE CEO 
$5 TORRES 7 IS 


ua 's 


os nc 


—— —— —__ 
EO DIY DIST OW. 4 ty ra we 
> FA d > hep ont Ws (8 w . 


PER » aL 
$ 242i” 
< gets 


PR 
. 
S 


a - . *%+ © Fo "2m 
RR. theo s 
64 peg Ba. 


wg" pa 
ac ane + - 
4 1 - 
++ SOUP? v . Sd RY 
"SE tes 8 KS oY _ "5 n © Ig by x 
4 #7 EASY oat; ER. REI <P + 0g 8 ah 
> 0 93 rae ZZ s 


Progr © pers. 
> ”. » ©, ) 6 mY 
0 ", Co & nd : IEF 0. 
PS Wen FSR EE; 1M 


—Y 
> *ooy ba” 
# 1 WE onions oy 


Dy So te SOT. wo 
SENS de 24 a7, 


» x 
þ..'6 
KY.” 

SE: 

$ 25” 
2&3: 
£ 


S. 5 WE. SAD os - >. 
OI rr a apr bet _— 
GEL + + 


224 Theninth Conſideration 


Years added to it : What then is the Reſa!t? 
The fame that it was before the Addition, 
The total ſum is neither more nor leſs, fhan 
what it was, that is, Etermty. | 
As long as God 1s, fo long thall the dam- 
n&d be tormented. This we have ſhadow- 
ed out before by ſome fimilitudes and re- 
fetblances, unto which we will add one 
more out of Bonaventure. If one of the 
damned, faith he, ſhould weep after this 
matiner, that he ſhould let fall but one 
tear in an hundred years, and thoſe tears 
ſhould be kept together fo many hundred 
years ti{] they would equal the drops of the 
{ea : Alas ! Alas / (Not to ſpeak of -the 
fea.) How many millions of years muſt 
necds paſs before they can make one little 
river ! or if they ihould at length make a 
whole fea of water: yet even then it 
might truly be faid, Now Eternity begin- 
zeth. And if he ſhould weep again after 
the ſame manr-r t!ll he made another ſea ; 
yet then alſo it might be ſaid again. as tru- 
fy as before, Naw Eternity beginneth : and 
© on forwards f2r evcr Let no Man once 
doubt of the truth hereof ; for between 
that which is finite and that which 1s 1nf- 
nite thcre fs no proportion, But this feems 
wonderful and ſtrange wut. us, becauſe 
our 1magination cannot conceive it : It 
caanot reach unto that which 15 fo far re- 
| mote 5 
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mote z It cannot penetrate into that which 
1s infinite, for that 15 impenetrable. And- 
that 1s the reaſon that our underſtanding & 
ſo hardly drawn to the conſideration of E- 
ternity 3 becauſe 1t bluſheth in a ſort, and 
is aſhamed, or elſe for indignation cannot 
cndure to tire 1t ſelf in the ſearch of that: 
which cannot be found out. But let us put. 
away this fooliſh and ſhameful modeſty, 
and let us force our underſtanding to the. 
due and ſerious contemplation of Eternry,. 
and let it be our daily exercife to be ſtill: 
meditating upon ſuch fimilitudes , as may 
in ſome ſort ſhadow it out, and repreſent: 
1t unto us: And ſo ſhall. we never do a-- 
mils. Say what we can, think what we: 
will, imagine ſo many millicns. of millions. 
of years as it 1s. poſſible for the mind- of- 
Man to conceive, we ſhall ſtill come ſhort” 
of the meaſure, and length of ' Eterntty 2- 
The years of Eternity are more, far more, . 
yea infinitely more. This 1s certain, and: 
without all controverſie. 

The Prophet Daniel! fignifieth the in-- 
comprehenſible dimenſion and length of: 
Eternity in theſe words, They that be. wiſe 
ſhall ſhine” as the brightneſs of the firmament, . 
and they that ,turn many to righteouſneſs as: 
the ſtars for ever and ever, Dan.12. 3, Mark. 
theſe words, For ever ard ever.. As if he- 
ſhould have ſaid, No words are ſufficient- 
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t expreſs the nature of Eternity, It is 
for ever and ever ; Here :s all that I can 
ſay of it : Though more might be aid in 
reſpect of its own nature, yet I am not} 
able to ſay more. Obſerve his Auxeſzs, 
or his augmentation of it by multiplication : 
Fo? ever, that is, for Eternity : But he 
think<th that not ſufhcicnt, and therefore 
he doubles it, and ever. And yet in the 
Latin it is expreiled more fully, in theſe 


Petual Eternities, Mark here, he ſaith not, 
In Fternitatem, T» E ernily, barely 1n the 
Sinzular Number 5 but In A#ternttates, T; 
Eternity in the Plural, as if one-were not 
$nough : Neither doth he reſt here indett- 
hitcly, faying To Eternzties, nor yet doth 
he add any finite term, becauſe nohe canf 
expreſs it, but an infinite, Perpetuas, Per- 
petual';, In perpetuas © Aiternitaies , To per- 
berual or Infinite E:erntties. Now 1f one 
Eternity 13 without cnd , what are two ? 
what are ten ? what are an hundred ? what 
arc infinite ! If we ſhould multiply the 
great year or years a thouſand times, it 
wouid act amount to the leaſt fraction of 
the numberieis number of Eternity. They 
fay that the Eighth Caxleſtial 0rb-or Sphere 
is raoved wonderful lciſure!y beyond all 
tompariſon:For though-it be daily wheeled 
about by the rapid motion of the my 
| k m9014s 
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mobile, yet it tiniſheth not its own proper 
circuit but onceinthirty {1x thouſand years, 
and this ſpace of tune tney call, The great 
year, or Plato's year, But compare. this 
with E' ern, and it will appear-to be but 
a4 moment, -but an 1nitant, but a minute, 
indeed nothing at all. It 15 a true ſaying 
of Byetins, that an initant,or point of time, 
and ten thouſand years, compared toge- 
ther, keep better proportion, than ten thou- 
ſand years and Eternz.y. But hear what 
St. 7obn ſaith, Little cildyen, it is the laſt 
time, or the laſt hour, 1 Fon 2. 18. And 
this he ſid one thouſand tix hundred 
years ago. It 15 moſt true therefore what S. 
Auzyſtine ſaith, whatſoever hath an end, 
that thing 1s but ſhort. Eteinity 1s a Word 
conſiſting but. of four ſyllables, but 1t is a 
thinz witnout end. Therefore ſet thy love 
upon Eternity, Lct Chriſt be thy end, 
and thou thalt reign with Chriſt without 
end. 


The ſixth Concluſion. 


T is not to be believed that any Man 
that hath but the lcaſt ſmack of true 


Religion can be ſo far carried away by his f # 
impotent and unruly paſſions (if he be not 


as bad as a beaſt,) ruled meerly by ſenſe, 
and ſerving only his ſenſual appetite 3-for 
| the 
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fo expreſs the nature of Efernity, Tt 
far ever and ever ; Here is all that I can 
ſay ofit: Though more might be ſaid 10 
reſpect of its own nature, yt I am not 


| able to ſay more. Obſerve his Auxeſis, 


or his augmentation of it by multiplication : 
For ever, that 1s, for Eternity : But he 

thinketit that not ſufficient, and therefore 
the doubles it, and ver, And yet in the 
Latin it is exprefied more fully, in thcſe 

words, In perpetuas Affternitates , To per- 
petual Eternities, Mark here, he ſaith not, 
In Fternitatem, T5 E ernity, barely in the 
Sinzular Number ,, but In Aterntates, T; 
Fternity in the Plural, as if one were not 
enouyh : Neither doth he reſt here 1ndcti- 
titcly, faying To Eternzties, nor yet doth 
he add any finite term, becauſe none can 
expreſs it, but an infinite, Perpetuas, Per- 
petual , In perpetuas Afternitates , To per- 
perual or Injinite E:ernities. Now if one 
Ternify i5 without cnd , what are two ? 

what are ten? what are an hundred ? what 
arc infinite ! If we ſhould multiply the 
great year or years a thouſand times, it 
wouid act amount to the leaſt fraction of 
the number!eis aumber of Eternity. They 
ſay that the Eighth Cocleſtial Orb or Sphere 
$ moved. wonderful lciſurely beyond all 
fompariſon:For though it be daily wheeled 
about by the rapid motion of the my 
| mobile 
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mmbile, yet it finiſheth not its own. proper 
circuit but once inthirty f1x thouſand years, 
and this . ſpace of tune tney call, The great 


year, or Plaio's year, But compare this 


with Een, and it will appear to be but 
a moment, but an inſtant, but a minute, 
indeed nothing at all. It 15 a true ſaying 
of Byetins, that an inftant,or point of time, 


and ten thouſand years, compared toge- 


ther, keep better proportion,than ten thou- 
ſand years and Eferny. But hear what 
St. 7»hn ſaith, Little cldyen, it 7s the lajt 
time, or "the laſt hour, 1 Fon 2. 18. And 
this he ſaid one thouſand 11x hundred 
years ago. It 15 moſt true therefore what S. 
Auzyſtine ſaith, whatſoever hath an end, 
that thing 1s but ſhort. Eteinity 1s a Word 
conſiſting but of four ſyllables, but it is a 
thinz without end. Therefore ſet thy love 
upon Eternity, Lect Chriſt be thy end, 


and thou thalt reign with Chriſt without - 


end. 


The ſixth Concluſion. 


T is not to be beiieved that any Man 
that hath but the lcaſt ſmack of true 
Religion can be ſo far carried away by his 
impotent and unruly paſſions (if he be not 
as bad as a beaſt,) ruled meerly by ſenſe, 


and ſerving only his ſenſual appetite z for 
the 
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tile wicked and ungodly man, even then 
when he 15 almoſt ſwallowed up in the deep 
pit, whereinto his fins have plunged him 
headlong, even then,. I ſay, doti2 but 
laugh at it, regards it not, 15 not a jot 
troubled at it ; It 1s not to be believed, 1 
ſay, that any Man that hath any Religion 
at all in him, can be fo far carried away 
by his headſtrong and unbridled paſſions, 
but if he will ſpend a part of an hour cvery 
diy in meditating upon Eternity, yea if he 
w1l} but once in a week ſcrioutly think up- 
on it, he will mend his manners, he will 
change the courſe of his Life to better, he 


will certainly become a new Man : Of a. 


proud Man, he will become humble and 
lowly 3 of an angry man he will become 
mild and gentle 3. Of an unclean Man, he 
will become chaſte 'and continent ; of a 


drunken Man, he will become fober and 


* tetnperate. He will put on, not the out- 


ward, but the inward habit of a true rel1-- 


ious and godly Man, He will become 
ach a one, noftaclothes and outward ex- 
pretlion, but in heart,and inward affettion. 


Nither will he raſhly and unadviſedly ,. 

fly, upon a ſpurt all. 

at once on the wy ar” paſs from one ex-- 
rt 


{ipghtly and neglige 


fream to another { (ſach alterations are 


not good, neither will they continue long) 


But he will again and again weigh the mat- 
| ter 
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ter. well with himſelt, he will conſider well 
upon it, he will faften his ſerious thoughts 
vpon 2t, he will often revolve in mind, E-- 
ternity, Eterntty, Eternity, that ſhall never 
have end, end never, never end ; which 
thall lait throughout innumerable, incom- 


prehenftible, infinite ages. This will he do, 


with conſideration and attention,and often 
ruminate upon 1t, as beaſts chew the cud. 


Meat though never ſo good and whoſefome, 


if it be not chewed in the teeth, prepared 
in the mouth, digeſted in the ſtomach , 
turned into blood, and diſtributed by the 
veins 1nto all the parts of the body, turns 
to poyton rather than to nour:ſhment, be- 
gets all manner of difcaſes, 1s retained 
perhaps ſometime 1n the body, but doth 
more hari than good, were a great deal 
better out than in. Even fo the thoughts 
of Death, Judgment, Heaven, and Flell are 
good and wholſoame, godly and holy, but 


none more.than the thought of Erernity, 


which may worthily be called the Quinte/= 
ſence.But as it is with meat, not the taking 
of it meerly into the mouth, but the good 
digeſting of it in the ſtomach, the turaing 
of it into good blood in the Liver,and the 
diſtributing of it into all the parts by the 


veins, nouriſheth-the body : So 'it is with. 


thoſe precious thoughts of Death, Fudg- 


ment, Heaven, Hell, and Eternity ;. not the 


bare 
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bare thinking upon them, but ſerious think. 
Ing.up93 tnem with our ſelves, ſctting a- 
part all cares and worldly diftractions, the 
ponder1ngs of them well in our hearts, and 
the oftea ruminating upon them, this 1s it 
that feedeth and nouritheth the ſoul. If this 
be not done, the reſt 1s to little purpoſe : 
without this even the readivg of the holy 
Scriptures is fruitleſs, the hearing of the 
word preached is unprofitable. Many hear 
$<rmons .often, read the Scripture over 
and over ag11in, and yet are little bettered 
by it, becauſe they do not meditate upon 
Whit they have both read and heard. When 
they hear, what comes 1n at one ear g0cs 
out at the other : when they read, the &ye 


is no ſooncr off from the book, but what 


was read 15 {99n {lipt out of memory. Be- 
fore they can prattife what they have heard 
or read, they have quite forgotten what 
they ſhould do. Therefore if we will read 
or hear with profit, we mult ſpend ſome 
time 1n meditating and pondering with our 
ſelves wiat we have read and heard. This 
leffon we may learn of the bleffed Virgin 
the mother of our Lord, Luk. 2. 19. But 
Mary kept all theſe things, and pondered them 
in her heart. | 


The 
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underitand and weigh with them- 
ſelves theſe words of Chriit, 3atrh, 7. 13s 
Enter ye iti at the ſtrait gate 5; for wide ts 
the gate and broad is the way that leadeth to 
deſtruction, and many there be which go mm 
thereat : 14. Becauſe ſtrait is the gate and 
narrow is the way which leadetp unto life,and 
few there be that find it, This again our 
Saviour repeats by the mouth of St. Luke, 
Luke r3. 21, S:rive to enter in at the ſtrait 
gate; Fwy many, Tfſay unt» you, will jeck. 
fo enter in, and ſhall nxt be able. Auzujt. 
Whoſcever laughs atthis faith, and thcre- 
fore will not believe becauſe he doth not 
fee 3 when that ſhall come to paſs which 
he did not belicve, he fthall bluſh and be 
confounded, he thall be confounded and 
ſeparated from tie oleiſed 3 he ſhail be ſe- 
parated from the bleiicd , and have lis 
portion with the damucd, 

Fiermymys Playtis reports of a certain 
Woman, that hearing Bertoldus a powerful 
Man 1n the Pulpit inveigh very vehemently 
and bitter:y againſt a fin that ſhe,knewv her 
{c:f ewlty of, fell down dead inthe Church; 


TW or nore bchoye. orcife do not well 


" and after a while by the blefſing of God 


upon the Prayers of the Congregation 


coming 
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232 The ninth Conſideration 
Coming again unto her ſelf, related unto 
them what the had ſeen in this trance, ſay- 
ing thus, Methought I ſtood before God's 
Fribunal ,- and threeſcore thouſind fouls 
more with me, called together from all 
the parts of the World, to receive their ft- 
hal ſentence : And they were all condem- 
ned and adjudged to Eternal torments, but 
only thee. Oh / what a fearful thing was 
this ! I ſhould hardly believe this womans 
relation, but that I believe Chriſts atleve- 
ration in the Goſpel, Matth. 7. 13. Wile 
is the gate and broad is the way that leadeth 
to dejtruftion, and many there be that go in 
thereat ; And again,ver. 4. Strait is the gate, 
and narinw ts the way that leadeth unt» life, 
and ſew there he that find it, It may ſeem 
ſtrange to tleſh and blood that God the 
Father of Mcrcies ſhould paſs the ſentence 
of condemnition upon fo many , I do not 
ſiy threeſcore thoulaad , but threeſcore 
thouſaad thouſand ? And what man would 
belicyc it, were he not perſwaded' of the 
truth inzreof, upon the confideration of 
the ſovereign and infinite Majeſty of God 
which 1s offended ? the unutterable malice 
of fin which is committed, and many evi- 
dent teſtimonies of Scripture by which it ts 
plainly proved z 7o5 trembles at it, ſay- 
ihg 7ob 10. 22. A land of darkneſs, as 
darkneſs it ſelf, and of the ſhadow of death, 
| WHAM 
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without any order, and where the tizhs is as 
darkneſs, or according to the Latin, where 
there 1s no order, and where everlaSting horror 
dwelleth. St. 3Mit:hew affirms as much in 
the words of our Saviour, Mutth. 25. 41. 
Depart from me ye curied into everlaſting 
fire.Let us coniider theſe things well with 
our {clves,and whileſt we have time let us 
waſh away our fins with the tears of repen- 
tance, for fear leſt God ſaddenly ſnatch 
us away, and give us our portion to drink 
with hypocrites in the bottomleſs pit of 
Hell, where there is nothing but weeping 


and gnaſhing of teeth, whcre the worm 


never dieth, and the fire never goes out , 
from whence there 1s no redemption, no 


redemption, I fay, and again I ſay, no re- | 


demptton ; No, not any comfort at all,not 


ſo much as a little drop of cold water. If 


the godly themſelves, who are in the ſtate 
of grace and in the favour of God, whoſe 


minds and will be good,if they,l fay,could 


mhciently conceive from what grievous 
torments they thall be deliyered at the day 
of judgment, and into what unutterable 
and unconceivable joys they ſhall enter, 
without doubt they would uſe no delay, 
they would not let an hour paſs, but out of 
hand they would take their leave of all 


Vanities, forſake the World, and leave the 
dead to look after the dead : But as for 


them 
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234 The ninth Conſideration 


themſelves, they would be daily and hourly 
well 1mployed about their Maſters buſineh, 
always ſtudying to pleaſe Gd, ever laud- 
wg and pratfing him for his goodneſs and 
mercy towards them, in bleifing them in 
part here 11 this World, and giving then 
an aſſured promiſe of everlaſting bleifed- 
neſs in the world to come, for delivering 
' them from the torments of Hell, and g:- 
' ving them entrance into the joys of Hea- 
| ven. It 1s the ſaying of St. Gregory, The 
evils of this preſent life ſeem the more hard 
unto us, the leſs we thiox upon the good 
which ſhall follow hereafter. | And. becauſe 
' we contider not the exceeding great re- 
| wards which arc laid up for us, therefore 
' | we count the affiitions of this world gric- 
| ' vous to be born : whereas if we did lift up 
our minds, af raiſe our thoughts to the 
| contemplation of thoſe things which are 
| Eternal, and not ſubjett to any {change ; 
1f we would havcan eye unto thern,and ict 


A 


<Z 


count the ſufferings of this life, and what: 
fever hath an end, to be as nothing ; and 
again , py za tribalatizy is a long 1n the 
night: For aithough we are outwardly 
afflicted with the ſenſe of ſorrows temporal, 
yet we are towardly comforted with the 
hope of joys E cernal. 

Much after the ſame manner reaſoneti| 


our hearts uno them, we would certainly r1 


SoÞ + £3 
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St. Auguſline: If thou wouldefſt but at- 
tend, faith he, unto what thou thalt here- 


aftcr receive, thou wouldeſt count all the 
ſufferings of this preſent life to be but l1zhr, 


& altogether unworthy of the glory which 


ſhall be revealcd. For brethren, (to ſpeak 
of the worth of things) for Eternal reſt a 
Man thould be contcnt to undergo Eternal 
labour, arid for Eternal jy willingly ſuffer 
Eternal ſorrow : But if the labour and ſor- 
row were #Z'ernal, when ſhould a Man come 
to reſt and joy E*ernal? Therefore upon 
neceflity thy 7rribulutin muſt be but Tem- 
pal, that fo at'ength thou maieſt receive 
1 reward which. {hall be Eternal, For hang 
up the fcales, and put Eternity 1a one, and 
a thouſand years 1n the other : what do. 
ſay, a thouſand years , yea ten thouſand, 
yea an hundred thouſand , and yet more, 
a thouſand thouſand, they are all too light 
to weigh with Eternty; there 15 no compa- 


 rifon betwixt them. And yet further, to 


make them more light; As they are but 
Temporal, ſo lizewiſe they are but Mort, 
and of no continuance, they laſt but for a 
few winter-days, when they are at the 
ſhortcit, or rather but for one day, and 
that a ihort one ; the day of this life which 
is ſoon paſt, and they are gonc. Though a 


| Man therefore ſhould ſuffer all his life long 
|-cvyca to the laſt breath, ' though he ſhould 


ſuftcr, 
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Ff complaineth , full of trouble. 


Pſal. 39. 5. Benold, faith Divid, thou haſt. 


236. The xinth Conſlderation 


ſaffer, I ſay, labours, griefs, ſorrows, im- 
priſonment, ſcourge, hunger, thirſt, all his 
Iife long, even to the laſt breath , yet: his 
ſufferings are but ſhort , becauſe his life” is 
but ſhort. For the days of our pilzrimagze are 
but few, though evil, as Facoh told Pha. 
ranrh, Gen. 47. 9. And 7ob 14. 1. Man that 
zs born of a Wonan ts of few days ; though as 


And 


made my days as an hand breath, (and that 
15 but a ſhort meaſure, and yet he gocth 
farther) and mine age is as nthing before 
thee. And as our Life 1s ſhort, fo is our 


Afﬀlition lizht: but 76 warketh for us a far 


more exceeding and eternal weight of gly, 


2 Cor. 4. When this ſhot life and l1zht 
- labour 1s ended, we ſhall inherit everlaſting 
life, an Eternal Kinzgd»n, and felicity with- 
out end : We ſhall be made <qual to the 
Angels, heirs of God, and jint-heirs with 


Chriſt, Rom. 8. 17. Oh ! For how little 
labour, how great a reward / and again, 
St. Auzuſtine 1n another place, Tye thoughts 
of God are very deep. Where 1s the thought 
of God ; and whit 1s his purpoſe; He let- 
teth the reins looſe for the preſent, -but 
afterwards he will draw them in. Do not 
rejpyee and ſport thy ielf, like the fiſh in 
the water, which having got the bait in 


| her moutin,playcth up and down,but 
"i | 


being 
{truck 


Pu 
wl 
{nc 
Ma 
tht 
{id 
de! 
the 
tha 
jhc 
CIC 
tht 
G9 
is 4 
fer! 
pat 
not 
wil 
Ete 
hin 
we. 
wil 
ved 
and 
For 
dre 
con 
' For 
the 
fon: 


» 


upon Eternity, 237 


firuck with the hook ia the jaws, may be 
pulled up at the fiſhers pleaſure. The time 
which ſeems long unto thee 1s indeed but 
ſhort, very ſhort. For what 1s the life of 
Man compared with Eternity ? Wouldeſt 
thou be paticnt and long-ſuffering ? Con- 


Þ fider Gods E erm'y : Duſt thou only confi- 


der thine own days, which are but few and 
ſhort, and doft thou think that in them all 


things (hall be fulnHed ? That the wicked 


ſhould be condemned, and the godly 
crowned ? Wouldeſt thou have all theſe 
things fulfilled 1n thy few and ſhort days ? 
God thall fufil them 1n his own time. God 
is Erernal. God patient and long-ſuf- 
fering : And thou ſayeſt, But I cannot be 
paticnt and long-tuffering , becauſe I am 
not Eternal. But thou mayeſt be if thou 
wilt : For do but joyn thy heart to God's 
Eternity, and thou thalt be Erernal with 
him. If thou beeft a good Chriſtian, and 
well inſtructed 1n the fear of the Lord,thou 
wilt certainly conclude , God hath rcſer- 
ved all unto his own judgment. The good 


[and godly Men are troublcd and affiicted : 


For God chaſtiſeth them as his own Chil- 
dren, But the wicked and ungodly Men 
come into no ſuch trouble and aftii&tion :; 
For God caſtcth them off, and condemneth 
them as aliens. A certain Man hath two 
ſons ; He chaſtifeth the one, and —_— 
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238 The ninth Conſideration 


[The one "if he goes never [» little awry ts 


[15 puntied, 1s the fathers heir 3 and he 


what thould the Father &@o ? He ſces there 
' | 15 no hope of him,aad that he 1s paſt grace, 
| and therefore he lc ts him alone to do what 


while, 1f F go but to the next door, it 
do but ſtep aiide, ftir but a foot, but anf : 
inch beyond my Lounde, preſe tly I auf 
called 19 queition, Sirrah, where have youp 
bccn 3 there 15 ng hope of pardon , t amp 


ſure F 


the other £25 without any chattiſement : 


preſently buffeted, whipped and ſcourged; 
the other, let him do never 1o 1lLhe never 
hears of it, he 1s not ſo much as once re- 
buked for- it, What 1s the reaſon: He that 


that gocs unpuniſhed 1s ditinherited. For 


he Iiſteth. But yct notwithſtanding, the 
ſon which 15 ever and anon Puy 11ihed for 
the leaſt offence, will be ready to bem9an 
and deplore his own caſe , and count hs 
brother happy which goeth unpuniſhed, 
He will, I fay, unleſs God hath given him 
a wiſe and underſtanding heart , to know 
what maketh for his own 00d. He will 
be apt to ſay in his heart, My brotiter fol- 
loweth all i] courſes, taketh his pleafure, 


waſteti: h1s means,doth what ſeemeth good 


in his own eyes,is ever breaking my father; 
coinmandment,and hath never an ill word 
for it. But the caſe 1s otherwiſe with me; 
If I be but out of iight never fo little 
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þ the Apoſtle exhorteth, Phil.4. 4. Reyyce 
M n 
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ſure to ſmart for it. This 15 my cafe. And 
I fay, Thou art in a far better caſe than 
thy brothers; and if thou beeit not a fool, 
thou wilt think ſo too : For in that thou art 
corrected, it is a ſign that thou art beſt 
beloved. If thou thinkeſt only upon thy 
preſent ſtate, 1t cannot but feem grievous 
unto thee 3 But 1f thou haſt an eye to the 
Inheritance which 15s reſerved for thee, a- 
g4in it cannot but ſeem joyous unto thee. 
For the aſſurance of thy future reward will 
quite take away the ſenſe of the preſent 
ſmart. | 

Hitherto may be added out of the fame 
holy Father that which followeth, as the 
ſum of all that hitherto hath been faid. 


How great and wonderful is the mercy of 


God ! Ke faith not, Labour thou for ten 
hundred thouſand ycars together ; nor yet 
one thouſand years, nor yet, five hundred 
years. But what? Labour whileſt "thou 
Itveſt ; it i5 but for a few years; after 
that thou ſhalt have reſt, ſuch reſt *as ſhall 
have no end. Conſider this well with thy 
ſelf, Thou art injoyned- to labour but for 
a few years, and amidſt thy labour art 


| not without ſome joy, not a day paiſeth 


in which thou mayeſt not reccive camfort 


,þ, and conſolation. But rejoyce not thou 


after the manner of the World, but as 


#1? 
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'7n the Loyd always : and azain IT fav, Re. 
Jyce : Rejoyce in Chriſt, Rejoyce in hi: 
| Word, Rejoyce 1n his Law, For it is true ; 
which the Apoſtle ſaith, 2 Cor. 4. 17. 04 © 


Hght afftiction, which 1s but for a momeit. : 
worketh for us a far myre exceeding and EF. - 


ternal weight of Glyry. Conſider what 1 
{mall price thou art to give, but the hu 
of an Acorn, for everlaſting treaſures 
'The husk of thy ſhort labour, for reſt E: 
'ternal, Haſt thou joy for a time ? Dt 
[not truſt too much to 1t. Art thou ſad an] 
forrowful for a time? Do not deſpair 
joy and comfort. Neither let profperit;Þ 
puff thee up, nor adverſity caſt thee down, 
| God hath promiſed unto thee Erernal Life Þ 
Therefore contemn Temporal felicity. HK: 
hath threatned Erernal Fire ; | Therefor: 
contemn all Temporal ſorrows. | 
To conclude then with the ſame Divin: 
Author; Let us therefore bc in love wit'f 
Eternal Life ; and thereby we ſhall cong: 
to know how much we ought to labour ta | 
the obtaining of it; for we ſee that tho 
| Men which are lovers of this preſent IiÞ . 
Which ts but temporal, and ſhall thort' 
have an end, labour with might and maj 
to preſerve and prolong it as long as th R 
can. And yet they cannot eſcape deatiiþ F 
for that at one time or other will ſeize upp ©*: 
on them, All that they can hope tor, : 


' 
Vj! 
'» 


p = 
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but to put 1t off for a little time, When 


death approacheth, then every one 1s la- 
bouring and ſecking to hide himſelf, ready 


Is 


485,04 


" to give and part with any thing that he be 
- hath to redeem his life. He ſends for the a! 
. | Phyſician, he will be ruled by him in any bh 
(6 thing, he will take any thing at his hands, ® | 
«| he will ſufter any thing, Purging, Bleed- F 
+.þ 10g, Gupping, Scarifying, and what not ? bz 
De You*ſee what charge a Man will be at, is 
_ and what pains he will voluntarily endure, i. 
- | f9 live here though but for a ſhort time MW 
i} and yet he will ſcarce be at any charge, 2 | 
«ih Or take any pains, after this life ended to © 
DA live for ever. Brethren, it ſhould not be 1 | 
"x. fo. If there be ſuch labouring and watch- i | 
£4 10g, ſuch ſending and going, ſuch running E | 
and riding, ſuch ſpending and paying, | 
vin ſuch doing and ſuffering, to live here a 
vid while longer z What ſhould we not wil- | 
ons ingly do and ſuffer to live for ever ? And 
a if they be accounted wiſe, which labour 


hoy By all means they can to put off death a 
1:54 while longer, being loth to loſe a few days 3 
| What fools are they which live ſo, that 
F finally they loſe the day of Eternty. 


:þ Think upon thoſe things well with your 
arhþ {eives, O mortal Men, and foreſee the 
. ur fay of Erernty, whether of joy or of , tor- 
- | ment, before it cometh. For altholigh. 
19 


.& all other things paſs away, yet Eterni- 
M 2 ty 
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In the Ld always : and azain T ſay, Re- 
Jyce : Rejoyce in Chriſt, Rejoyce in hi; 
Word, Rejoyce in his Law, For it 1s tru 
which the Apoſtle faith, 2 Cor. 4. 17. 0 
tight affiition, which is but for a moment 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and F. 


.. Fernal weight of Gliry. Confider what if 


{mall price thou art to give, but the hug 
of an Acorn, for everlaſting treaſurcs 
The husk of thy ſhort labour, for reſt E. 


ternal. Haſt thou joy for a time ? Dt! 
not truſt too much to it. Art thou ſad anif 
forrowful for a time? Do not deſpair of 
joy and comfort. Neither let proſperit:Þ 


puff thee up, nor adverſity caſt thee down, 


God hath promiſed unto thee Erernal Life 
Therefore contemn Temporal felicity. Hi : 


hath threatned Erernal Fire ; Therefor: 
contemn all Temporal ſorrows. 
To conrlude then with the ſame Divin: 


Author; Let us therefore be in love wit ,. 
Eternal Liſe z and thereby we ſhall congþ :; 
to know how much we ought to labour 
' the obtaining of it; for we ſee that tho 
Men which are lovers of this preſent lt;Þ 
which 1s but temporal, and ſhall ſhort'Þ - 
have an end, labour with might and ma'Yh * 
to preſerve and prolong it as long as the 
can, And yet they cannot eſcape deati 
| for that at one time or other will ſeize uf 
| on them, All that they can hope for, | 
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but to put 1t off for a little time, When 
death approacheth, then every one is la- 
bouring and ſecking to hide himſelf, ready 
to give and part with any thing that he 


hath to redeem his life. He ſends for the 
' Phyfictan, he will be ruled by him in any * 
| thing, he will take any thing at his hands, . - 


he will ſuffer any thing, Purging, Bleed- 
ing, Cupping, Scarifying, and what not ? 
You fee what charge a Man will be at, 


"| and what pains he will voluntarily endure, 


to live here though but for a ſhort time ; 


| ; and yet he will ſcarce be at any charge, 


or take any pains, after this life ended to 
live for ever. Brethren, 1t ſhould not be 
ſo, If there be ſuch labouring and watch- 
ing, ſuch ſending and going, ſuch running 


and riding, ſuch ſpending and paying, 


...þ ſuch doing and ſuffering, to live here a 


. whie longerz What ſhould we not wil- 
&| lingly do and ſuffer to live for ever ? And 
-Þ if they be accounted wife, which labour 
© by all means they can to put. off death a 
| while longer, being loth to loſe a few days 3 
.& What fools are they which live fo, . that 
F finally they loſe the day of Eternity. 


Think upon thoſe things well with your 


'Þ ſeives,, O mortal Men, and foreſee the 
| day of Erernty, whether of joy or of tor- 


ment, before 1t cometh. For although 


.& all other things paſs away; yet Eternt- 


2 | ty 
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Tt ſtill remaineth, and ſhall never paſs a 


way. : 
Sp _ — c 
CHAP. I. : 

It 

The Puniſhment of Eternal Death, 66 


HE Meſſenians had a certain Priforſſ a! 
or Dungeon under earth void «Pt 
| air and light, and full of Helliſh horror; £0 
| which as it was a moſt diſmal place, fo ha FC 
| It alſo a glorious title ; for it was callelp at 
| the Treaſure-houſe. This Priſon or Dun Þ! 
| geon had no Doors at all to it, only of} ki 

mouth, at which the Priſoners were |: 
down by a Rope ; and fo it was ſtopped uw #- 
again with a great ſtone. Into this Tie 
| ſure-houſe was Philopemon that great Eny He 
| percur of Greece caſt, and there by Poyſonh 4* 
he ended his life; God hath alſo his Tie f0! 
{ure houfe under carth if T may fo ſpeak 
But, I pray you, what a one 1s 1t? It 150 ſho 
moſt wicked and ungodly, deſperate ani the 
damned Men. ; 
Actialims a Tyrant of Padua, (as / 
vis reporteth) had many Priſons fo it 
famous for all kind of miſerics and toi 
ments,that whoſvever were caft therein 
counted their life miſery, and their dent 
happineſs, Death might come in the 


wit 
/ 
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| without knocking, he was ſo welcome un- 


to them, and ſo long looked for. For 


this was their hard uſage, they were laden ' 
with Irons, ſtarved with hunger, poyſon- 


cd with ſtench, eaten up with vermine, 
and ſo in a moſt miſerable manner they 
lived, and dyed at length a long and lin- 


 gering death. There every one was judg- 
cd moſt miſerable, but he that was dead 
and could fcel no mifery. Whileſt they: 
lived 1t was a puniſhment worſe than death 
Þ to have their habitation amongſt the dead. 


For the dead bodies lay on heaps rotting 
amongſt the living in ſuch manaer, that it 


might be truly ſaid there, that the dead 


killed the living. 
But the very worſt of theſe Priſons is a 


| Paradiſe, and a moſt pleaſant place, if it 
| be compared with the infernal Priſon of 
| Hell. Whatſoever miſery was ſuffered in 
| ATi2linus his Priſon, in this regard it was 


tolerable, becauſe it was of no long conti- 


| nuance, being to laſt no longer than a 


ſhort life, and quite* vaniſhing away at 


the hour of death. But the Treaſure- 
houſe of the damned, which is Gods Pri- 
| ſon, 1s void of all comfort : The torments 


thereof are intolerable, becauſe they are 
Eternal, Death cannot enter in there, 
neither can thoſe that are entred get out 
again ; But they ſhall be tormented for 

M 3 evers 
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evermore. For evermore ? What a fearfu] 
thing 1s this 3 They thall be tormentcd for 
evermore, It was a moſt true faying of Caſ- 
frogurus, As no mortal Man can apprehend 
or underitand what the Eternal reward is, 
ſo neither can any Mah conceive or ima- 
gine what that Eternal torment 1s. 

| The Perſians had a Priſon into which a 
Man might enter eaſily, but being once in, 
could get out no more; or it he did, yet 
very hardly. And therefore 1t was called 
Lethe, or Oblivion. Tt 1s an caftie matter 
to deſcend down into Hell 3 but to aſcend 
up again it is altogether impoſſible. Was 
evcr any heard to return from Kell ? This 
Priſon of Hell is not without juſt cauſe 
called Lethe, or Oblivion. For God is fo Þ 
unmindful of the damned, that he will 
never remember them to have mercy upon | 
them. Hell is called the Land of Oblivion 
or Forgetfulneſs, and that for two rcaſons 
(as a gedly and Learned Writer obſcrv- - 
cth.) Firſt, Becauſe, faith he, they re« 
member God no more for their good, nei- 
ther have they any mcmory at all of things 
paſt, but ſuch as doth affii& and torment 
them. All their pomp and glory, plea- 
ſures and delights, are quite forgotten, or 
Elſe not remembred without grief and for- 
row. Secondly, To thoſe that are in 
_ this horrid Region, and Lake of fire, on 
Ut 
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hath forgotten to be gracious, and merci» 


ful, neither will he ſend his Angels at any 
| time to miniſter, unto them the leaſt com- 


fort : If once in, there 15 no coming out 


again. For what ſaid 4braham unto the 


rich Glutton frying in Hell ; and defiring 
him to ſend Lazarus to cool his tongue 


with a drop of water ? Between us and you 
' there is a great gulf fixed, ſo that they which 
' would paſs from hence to yon, cannot ;, net- 


ther can they paſs to 14, that would come from 


| thence, Lub. 16. 25, Oh gulf full of hor- 
' rour and deſpair / Oh Eternity of torments, 
the very thought whereof is able to make a 
| ſtout Man quake and tremble / The wick- 

| ed and ungodly Men dig their own Graves, 


and dwell therein for evermore ; But wiat 


| manner of Graves do they dig 3 They dig 
| as deep as Hell, where the rich Glutton 


wad buried, from whence he lifted up his 


| exes in torments and ſaw Abraham afar off, 
'® and Lazarus in his boſom, Luk. 15.23. to his 
| greater torment. Oh what a terrible 
| deep is this! O what a fearful Grave is 
| this! Who lieth here ? THe that ſuffered 
| Lazars to lyeat his Gate, having no com- 
| paſſion on him. How 1s it with him now? 
| He lodgeth in flames of tire inſtead of his 
| ſoft Bed : he 1s ſcalded with thirſt, and 
| his ſweet Cups are taken from his mouth ; 
{ his Table 1s removed, and he hath no other 
M 4 Food 
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Hood but Fire and Brimſtone ; he 1s not 
now dancing ard exulting for joy, but 
gnaſhing his teeth for hell]1ſh deſperation. 
They that are ſhut up in Priſon here 1n this 
World, have hope for their comfort ; 
it may be they ſhall be delivered, and re- 
deemed out of Prifon : But from\ Hell 


there 1s no deliverance, no redemption, | 


n0 not ſo much as any hope at all, but E- 
trial deſpcoration. 

it is a ſhort, but a terrible Sermon that 
God Preacheth by the Prophet Ezebzel in 
the words, Say to the Forreſt of the South, 


Hear the word of the Lord, Behold, T will | 


lindle & Fire in thee, and it ſhall devour eve- 
ty green Tres in thee, and every dry Tree : 
r5e flaming Flame ſhall not be quenched, 


' Exe, 20, 47. How many tall Cedars, | 


how many wicked and ungodly Men flou- 
rith and wax green in this life for proſper- 
ous ſucceſs in all outward things, and yet 
are dry and withered for want of virtue ! 


Hear this therefore every green, and yet | 
dry and withered Tree, I will kindle a Fire, | 


Jaith the Lord, and the flaming Flame ſhall 
not be quenched. In Hell, whither you 
make ſuch great haſte, there are no Holy- 
days, no Feſtivals, no ſet times in which 


the Fire ſhall ceaſe burning. There is |? 
Eternal grief, Eternal death, Eternal ſor- |* 
row, without the mixture of the leaſt |: 
eomfort | 
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'comfort. Night and day there 1s no reſt, 
ino fleep at all, but continual watching 
'and waking for grief, and anguiſh, and 
' intolerable torments in everlaſting Fire. 
There ſhall you always have your being, 
that you may always be tormented : There 


die. If you will not believe me, believe 
St. Atenujtine, whoſe words are theſe 
The ungodly, ſaith he, ſhall live in tor- 
ments : but they which live in torments 
ſhall defire, *if 1t were poſſible, that their 
[life were ended. But death hears them 
not, there 1s none to take away their life 
their life ſhall never end, becauſe their 
torment ſhall never end. But what ſaith 
the Scripture ? The Scripture dotn not fo 
much as call it life. For life 18 a nameof 

comfort : but what comfort can there be 
imagined in tortures and torments, fry- 
'1ng and broiling in everlaſting Fire ? But 
' what doth the Scripture call it; The Second 
death, that is, a death which tolloweth 
after the firſt and natural death which is 
: common toall Men. But how can the ſe- 
! cond death -be called a death, - ſeeing that 
: he that hath part therein never dieth ? 
| We may better indeed expreſs what 4t is 


7 not, rather than what it is. As it cannot 


;iruly ſaid that it is no life : And as con- 
; Ms . cerning 


properly be called a death, ſo it may be 


4 
Ro] 


A 


ſhall you always live, that you may always . 


S,, "© ao Ow SN 
ma ogy are et w 


| 
"26; ny 
9 / 
: 


eo. 


". 240 


e ni#th Conlaeration 


cerning them that have part therein, as 
they cannot properly be ſ1id cver to die, 
{9 again it may be moſt truly ſaid that 
they never live, For ſo to live, that a 
Man ſhall always live in forrow and tor- 
nents, 1s not to live, Therefore that life 
15 no life ; but the only life indeed is that 
lite which 1s blefſed ; and that life only is 
bletſed, which is Eternal. Again, we 
have another place in the ſame Father to 
this purpoſe : if the ſoul liveth in Eternal 
torments, tormented with the unclean 
ſpirits, this 18 rather to be called Eternal 
death, than Eternal life. For there 1s no 
greater or worſe death, than that death 
which never dieth. 

| St. Gregory alſo giveth the like Teſtimo- 
ny. In Heil, faith} he, there ſhall be 
death without death, and without end, 
becauſe death eyer liveth, and the end 


eyer beginncth : there death thall never . 


dic. Oh death, how much ſweeter wert 
thou if thou wouldſt take away life, and 
not compel thoſe to live, who would fain 
die ! But fo it is, the number of the years 
th Kell are without number. It paiſeth 
the kill of the beſt Arithmetician to find 
gut the number thereof, God himlſelt 
knoweth no end thereof. After a Thou- 
ſand. Thoufand Millions of years paſt, 
there are ſtill as many more to come, and 
| when 
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| when thoſe alſo are paſt, there are yet 


as many more to come 3 and ſtill they are 
as far from the laſt as they were at the firſt, 
It is now above five thouſand years fince 
Cain that flew his Brother Abel, was caſt 
into the Lake that burneth with Fire and 


- Brimſtone 3 and yet the number of the 


years throughout which ſtill he is to be tor- 
mented, is as great ftill as it was the firſt 
day of his torment 3 and after certain 
Millions of years, the years of his torments 
for their number ſhall be nothing dimi- 
niſhed : Ir ſhall. be all one as if he were 
caſt into the Fire but this preſent hour. 
And though the rich Glutton mentioned 


: in the Goſpel, be tormented two thouſand 


years together, yet ſtill he doth burn, and 
thall burn for ever 3 neither ſhall he ob- 


tain ſo much as a little drop of water, 


though he uſe never ſo much intreaty, not 
ſo much as a Jittle drop of water to cool 
his inilamed tongue. 

Thefe things we often hear of, and 
when we hear of them, we do but laugh: 
at them. Certainly we count it but a 


light matter to burn in Eternal Fire. Here 
2 Man might well ask the Queſtion , 
Where are your tears, O mortal Men, ye 
that are given ſo mich to laughing : This 


15 Nur condition ; A ſmall loſs if it be but 


- 4 matter of three half pence, will wring, 
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1nfihite and irrecoverable loſs, that we 
can brook .cafiiy, we can digeſt that with 
linghter. When we are cited to appear 
at the Barr of an carthiy Judge, then 
we quake and tremble : but as we are go- 
W 10g to Gods Tribunal, (for every day we 
23 rid ſome of our way, we walk on, ſtep af- 
W: tcr ſtep, will we, nill we; and (yet as 
we/are goitig) we ſport by the way. When 
we. go to Sca, we are afraid of Shipwrack : 
But without either fear or wit we lanch 
; into the decp Sea of Eternity, and make 
#: but a laughing mattcr of it. 

2 It is the with of St. Bernard, Oh that 
it NMcn.were wiſe / that they were wiſe! 
!! Oh that they were wiſe ! What then, holy 
| Beinard ? Oh, then would the Image of 
 Erernity begin to be reformed in. them 3 
Then would they order things preſent 
wiſely, judge of things paſt underſtanding- 


Iy, 

Here we have St. Paul's command ts 
the Epheſians, and not his wiſh only, for 
{ his words run in the Imperative mood, and 
* 
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* not in tke Optative : Brethren, See that 
1? 5e walk circumſpetly, not as Fools but as 
Wiſe, Redeeming - the time, becauſe the days 
arg evil, Eph. $. 15,-15. The great buſi- 
neſs of our Salvation, ought circumſpett- 


ly, 


SERIES 


+ 
W 4 
py: 
* 
oi 


pe 


wo ye pes on SANE. a 


ec ff E-3 e 3's ek, —_ I 
« © LOS ROY nr I 
-—oo bar $M eh at I EF 0h, Wu OR 


ly, and foreſee things to come provident- - 


creat ſtore of tears from us : but as for an. 


I 


1 Y, 
cd ( 


tie 
allo 


VII 


thr 


beſt 


blef 
Yen 
are 
or £ 
tolc 


41m 
Cur 


not 
But 
g1V( 
and 
but 


- unt: 


dce 
St, 


' our 
| the! 
 ſait 
| ma? 
* toll 
'1st 
| thy 
| tem! 
| buy 


apon Eternity. 251 


ly, diligently, and carefully to be regard- 
[cd of us. It is the moſt fooliſh thing in 
the World for a Man having but little time 
allotted him, to ſpend it prodigally in 
Lyain delights, whereas he ſhould. like a 
thrifty Merchant imploy it rather for Is 
beſt advantage, to purchaſe a portion in 
bleſſed Eternity, If we think to gain Hea- 
ven by ſporting, playing, and idling, we 
are much deceived. To be telling of Tales, 
or giving car unto them when they are 


told; to be given to our calc,and ſpend our. 


time 11 1dleneſs ; to be calling for our 
Cups, and fit 1o long at them till we can- 
not ſtand. This 1s not to redeem the time. 
But this 1s truly to redeem the time, to 
give our ſelves to labour and ſtudy, prayer 
and meditation ; not for a ſpurt and away, 
but to hold on in this courſe conſtantly 
unto the end ; This, I ſay, is truly to re- 
\ deem the time. It 1s the counſel of 
St, Auguſtine, to fteal ſome time from 
our worldly buſineſs. Will any man ſue 
| thee at the Common Law ? Be content, 
ſaith he, to loſe ſomething, that thou 
- mayeſt be at leiſure to ſerve God, an1 not 
- follow Suits : for that which thou loſeſt, 
15 the gaining of time. For as thou giveſt 
| thy money and buyeſt Bread ; fo be con- 
; tent to loſe thy money, that thou mayeſt 
| buy reſt, and opportunity to ſerve Gon 
; for 
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for this is indeed truly to redeem the 
time. 


| Soought we to ſpare for no coſt, but F 


willingly part with any thing to gain an 
ppportunity of doing good, [cing that the 
Bays arc cvil. The days. of tins life are 
full of ſorrows, griefs, dangers, and 
tentations 3 which ever and anon take 


from us the opportunity of doing good ; 


fo ſaith Anſelme. But if we let {lip the op- 
portunity of doing good when it 15 offered, 
and let our days conſume away 10 mecr 
_— of amendment cf life, without 
bringing them to good effect : from hence- 
forth 1t 15 1n vaia to look for any opportu- 
nity of doing good ; we ſhall nut obtain 
one minute of time z our lols 1s altogether 
trrecoverable, Our life, faith Nazzan- 
ren, 15 Iike a Mart 'or a Fair : When the 
day appointed 15 once over, there 1s no 
more buying any commodities. . If then 
We will buy any thing, . we muſt do it 
quickly, whileſt the Fair laſts : We muſt 
live godlily, whilett we have time to live, 
We muſt ſerve God, whileſt we are ſtrong 

and able. The Preacher” often beats _—_— 
this, Whatſnever thy hand findeth to ab, 
do it with thy might, Eccleſ. 9. 19. -The 
Apoſtle often ſpurs us on to lay hold upon 
opportunity, and make good uſe of our 
tune, As therefore we have opportunity. 
| let 
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let us ay) good fo all Men, Gal. 6. 10, For 


mw it is high time to awake out of ſleep, 


\Rom. 13. 11. Thou fleepeſt, faith St. 


| Ambroſe, but thy time 1lcepeth not, it 


'runneth apace, yea it fijes with wings. 
Happy he, happy they rhat think upon 
theſe things, to do, thereafter 5 that live 
ſo, as at the point of death they wr'l de- 
fire to have lived; to do ſuch things, as 


'| they will rejoyce to have done when they 


are Tranſlated to Eternity. A light neg- 
et naw will prove an Eternal Iſs. Whatſo- 
ever we think, ſpeak, or do, once thought, 
ſpoke, or done, it 15 Eternal, it abideth. 
for ever., 


"OY 


CHAP. IL 
The reward of Eternal Life. 


| HE life in Heaven 1s life indeed, and 
* þ the moſt perfet and abſolute life 
of all others, in that it 1s animal, in that 
it is humane, in that 1t 1s angelical, yea in 
that it is D7vine, There lives the Memory, 
by the perfe& reinembrance of all things 
that are paſt : There lives the Underſtand- 
712, by the knowledge and Viſion of God : 
"There lives the Will, and enjoyeth all 
manner of good, without fear of loſing it. 
In 
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God, who-is all inall ; Bleſſed are they 
that dwell in thy Houſe ; they will be ſtill 
praiſing thee, Pſal, 84. 4 All the facul- 
ties of our ſouls and members of our bo- 
dies being made -incorruptivte; ſhall be | 
ever {-tting forth th- praiſe of God. þ 
LXhere ſhall be true glory and praiſe in-| 
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In like manner liveth there the Apperzte, 
both that which 1s called Concupyſcrble, and 
that which is catled Traſcibhle. There live 
all the Senſes, and are filled with delights, 
There is heard no fighing, no lamentatt- 


Gn, no gricf or ſorrow, nor ſo much as 
the leaſt fign thereof. There is the moſt Þz, 


tiacere and pure ſong of joy, without the 
mixture of the Icaſt drop of the Gall os 
bitterneſs and ſorrow. 
lent, they never faw the like; let the ears 
be filent, they never heard the like : let 
thy heatt be filcnt, it could never conceive 
the lixe to this life. 


Auguſt, ſenſes, and faculties. St. Au- 
de Civi- guſtine as 1t were ſet on Fire} 
tate D-i, with the fervent defire of this 
fap. 30. life, breaketh forth into theſe | 


words. 
ſhall be there, where there is the preſence 


of no evil, and the abſence of no good ? | 


where we ſhall be continually praiſing 


Let the eyes be it-F 


This life 1ncludeth Þ 
Within it ſelf all pleaſures, riches, honours, Þ 
and a!l the delights of all lives, 


How great happineſs | 
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gced, where neither he that doth give 
praiſe and glory can be deceived, nor he 
to whom it 1s given can be flattered. There 
ſhall be true honour indeed, which ſhall 
be denied to none that is worthy, nor be- 
ſtowed upon any that is unworthy, yea, 
which none that 1s unworthy ſhall defire 
or ſeek after ; where none that 1s unwor- 
thy ſhall be permitted to abide. There he 


- Pwhich 15 the giver of virtue, ſhall be the 


reward thereof : for he hath promiſed 
himſelf; and what could he promiſe 
greater and better than himſelf ? The 
Prophet Feremy 1s witneſs of this his pro- 


and they ſhall be my People, Ferem. 31. 33. 
] will be unto them whatſoever with ho- 
ncſty can be deſired, I will be unto them 
life, and health, and food, and plenty, 
and glory, and honour, and peace, and 
every good thing : For this 15 the meaning 
of theſe words, God ſhall be all in all: He 
ſhall be the end of our defires. And one 
great good there 1s to be found in that 
blefſed City of God, which is not elſe- 
where to be found, and that is this, That 


no 1nferiour there ſhall envy his ſuperiour, 


but they ſhall be like members of the na- 


tural body compaGed together in a friend- 
Hy and peaceable manner ; where the fin- 
cr defiretlf not to be the eye, nor the 


foot 


miſe, 1n theſe words, 1 will be their God, 
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foot the head, but every member 1s con- 
tent with his own place, And a little af- 
ter faith the ſame Father, 
keep an Eternal Sabbath of reſt, and there 


ſhall we taſte and ſee how ſweet Þ 


Awnuſt, the Lord is, we ſhall be filled 
ao Ciui> with his goodneſs, when he ſhal! 
tat, Di, beallin all. O God my God! 


. Thou art Love and Churity, 
Trath and Verity, true Eternity and E- 
ternal Felicity. 

| Another ſpeaketh unto this life, by way 
of Apoirophe, after this man- 


ner, thee there is no corrup- 
libr. de tion, nor defe@t, nor old Age, 
Spir. & nor anger ; but perpetual peace, 
anzma, and ſolemn glory, and cverlaſt- 


ing joy. and continual ſolemnj- 


ty. There 1s joy and exultation, there is 
an Eternal ſpring.There 1s always the tlow- 
er and grace of youth and perfett health, 


Non eſt in te Heri nec Heſternum : 
Sed eft idem Eoliernum. 

Tibi ſalus, tibi vita, 

Twi pax eſt injinita : 

'Tibi Deus omniz. That 1s, 
Yeſterday was with thee never ; 
But to day 3s preſent ever : 

Thu haſt peace that ever lafteth, 
Health and life that never waſteth ; 
God is all in all, 


there ſhall we 2 
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Glorious things are ſpoken of thee, O City 


IN» 
f | of God, Pſal. 87. 3. In thee have their 
ve | habitation all thoſe that rejoyce ; 1n thee 
re | there 1s no fear, in thee no ſorrow, All 
«r | defires are turned to joys. Whatſoever 
aq | a Man can with for 1s preſent with thee : 
11} þ Whatſoever can be defired, 1s in thee in 
|| | abundance. They ſha!l be abundantly jatis- 
y, fied with the fatneſ$ of thy Houſe ; and thou 
-. | ſhalt make them drink of the River of thy 
' pleaſures, Pſal. 36. 8. For with thee is 
iy | the Fountain of Life; in thy light ſhall we 
i. | ſee light, 9g. When we ſhall ſee thee in 
>. | thy fclf, and thee in us, and our ſelves in 
e, eee in everlaſting felicity, and 
e, | <joying the beatifical viſion of thee for 
t. | cver. 
; | And though this felicity be everlaſting z 
is þ yet a Man may obtain it in a ſhort time, 


— 


and with little l-bour. TI have compaſſion 


' on the multitude, ſaith our Saviour, becauſe 
they have now been with me three days, and 
have nothing to eat, Mark 8. 2. Sweet 
' Saviour, doſt thou count it ſuch a matter 
for us to abide with thee three days, and 
cat nothing ? and why, ſweet Jeſus, doſt 


| thou not rather tell us of the days of Eter- 
| nity, and the everlaſting joys wherewith 


on Gag 


we ſhall be abundantly ſatisted in the 


- Kingdom of Reaven-? God taketh notice 


: of the leaſt ſervice that we perform, and 


it 
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and fuarther-to have the Lord our Debtor ! 


(hall g9 away into everlaſting puniſhment, 


earth, therefore life is promiſed unto 
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it is precious 1n his fight : He telleth the 
yery hairs of our heads; and much more 
then will he tell the drops of blood that 
are ſpiit for his ſake, and put them up in 
the Bottle of his remembrance. 

We may therefore very well cry out 
with St. Hierom, Oh ! How great a bleſ- 
ſednefſs is this, to receive great things for | 
ſmall, and Eternal things for Temporal 


4 end 


But thou wilt be ready to ſay, it goes hard 
to be in ſufferings every day 3 and though 
all other things might eaſily be endured, 
vet death 1s terrible. Chriſtian Brother, 
I am aſhamed to hear thee ſay fo, it 1s 
fooliſhly ſpoken, and like a Child. Know- 
eſt thou not thus much ? I know that I aſ- 
cend to deſcend, flouriſh to wither, am 
one to grow old, live to die, and die to 
live blefſed EZfernally, Truſt therefore in 
the Lord for ever; For in the Lord Fehovah 
I everlaſting ſtrength, Tſa. 26. 4. 

Again, St. Auzuſtine comes into my 
mind, who upon the Words of our Lord 
faith thus, Our Lord and Saviour con- 
cluded with theſe words, ſaying, Theſe 


but the righteous int life Eternal, Matth. 25, 
46. It is life Eterhal that is here promiſ- 
ed. Becauſe Men love to live here upon 


them : 


-+ 


— I 


| 
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' them: And becauſe they are much afraid 
| todie, therefore death Eternal is threat- 


ned unto them. What wouldeſt thou 
have? Life; Well, thou ſhalt have it. 
What art thou afraid of ? Is 1t Death ? 
Well, thou ſhalt not ſuffer it. But they 
which ſhall-be tormented in Hell Fire, 
ſhall have a defire to die 3 and death ſhall 
fly from them. To live long therefore is 
no great matter ; yea more, T9 live al- 
ways, 15 no great matter 3 but To /7ve bleſ- 
ſed, that is a thing to be defired, that 1s a 
great inatter indeed. 

Therefore thou ſhalt live 1n Heaven, 
and ſhalt never die ; there ſhalt thou live 
bleiled fr evermore ; for neither ſhalt 
thou ſuffes any evil ; neither ſhalt thou be 
in fear of ſuffering it ; for there 1t 1s im- 
poiſible to ſuffer any evil. There ſhalt 
thou pofſeſs whatſoever thou canſt defire 3 
and what thou pofſeſſeſt, thou ſhalt de- 
fire ſtill to pufleſs : Thou canſt not be caſt 
out of potlciſion, and this ſhall ſatisfie 
thee. It was there, that David did ex- 
pett to have his thirſt quenched, and his 
hunger ſatistied. In thy preſence 7s fulneſs 
of joy, at thy right hand there are Pleaſures 


for evermore, Pſal. 15. 11. And again, . # 


My foul thirſteth after thee, Pſal. 141. 6. 
And yet again, As for me, 1 will behold 
thy face in righteouſneſs ; T ſhall be ſatisfied, 


when 1 
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There was other Eread that he had a mind 
to, and other Liquor that he ſo thirſted 
after, the Bread of Heaven, and the Wa- 
ter of Life. For what is the plenty and 


abundance of all the Kings of the Earth! Þ 


It is nothing elſe but meer want. And 


what is the dainty Fare at their great Ta- 


bles ? It is but like the Beggars Pitcher, 
if it be compared with the Fatneſs of Gods 


Houſe, and his Heavenly Table. Come 


Eat and Drink, and be filled, my beloved, 


ſhall the King of Heaven ſay ; this Feaſt N 


of mine ſhall never be ended ; there ſhall 


come no ſorrow after itz as it is To day, 
ſo it ſhall be For ever and ever. Neither | 
can St. Auzuſtine here contain himſelf, 


but he breaks forth again into this Excla- 
mation, Oh life of lives ſurpaſſing all life ! 


Oh everlaſting life ! Oh life bletfed tor ' 
ever | Where there 15 joy without ſorrow, 
reſt without labour, riches without loſs, Þ 


health without fickneſs (there is no ſuch 
matter in this life ) abundance ' without 
defeit, 


when I awahe, with thy I:henef8, Pſal. 17.15, 
This is a new and a ſtrange voice for iÞ' 
King : He hath his Table well furniſhed; 
vAvith all kinds of Diſhes ; and yet as if he 
were hunger-ſtarved he hopes to be filled 

at anothers Table; his own Bread and 
_ tis own Wine would not ſerve his turn, to 
appeaſe his hunger,or to quench his thirſt, 
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| defet, life without death , perpetuity 


F/ without corruptibility, beatitude without 


COB TE P34 


cn; 


calamity ; where all good Men are 1n per- 
fet charity, where all knowledge is 1a all 
things, and through all things; where 
| the Majeſty of God 1s ſeen in preſence, 
/ where the mind of the beholders 1s filled 
with the bread of life : They always be- 
hold Gods preſence, and ſtill they defire 
to behold 1t; they defire to behold it, 
and yet without anxiety; they are ſatisfied 
with it, and yet without ſatiety. 

And that thou mayeſt underſtand and 
| know, good Chriſtian Brother, that this 
| ſuper-excellent Glory, theſe celeſtial 
Riches, this Heavenly Kingdom. 15 to be 
bought, hear what the ſame St. Auguſtine 
ſaith, I have to ſell, faith God, 

{ have to fell, come and buy Ecclus. 
it. Lord, what 1s it that thou +. 7. 
haſt to fell? IT have reſt ;- Come 
and buy it. What is the price of it ? The 
price 15 labor. And how much labor 1s 
Eternal reſt worth ? If thou wilt ſpeak the 
truth, and judge aright, Eternal reſt is 
worth Etergal labor. It 1s true 1ndeed ; 
but do not fear : For God 1s merciful, 
For ſhould thy labor be Etcrnal, thou 
ſhouldeſt never attain to reſt Eternal ; but 
that thou mayeſt attain at length to reſt 
Eternal, therefore thy labor ſhall not be 
Eternal 3 


}; 
'7 
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Eternal ; not but that it is worth ſo mu 
but that thou mayeſt at length get tho 
poſſeſſion of it. Indeed it is worth ti 
price, though it be labour Eternal ; bf 
that it may be purchaſed and polleiſed, | 
15 neceſlary that the price thereof be bÞ 
labour Temporal. Therefore Chriſti 
* Brethren, let us rouſe up our ſelves, arf 
ſtir up one another with this exhortatig 
of St. Auguſtine, which here followetn, Þ 
Let us ſet before our eyes the life which 
1s Eternal, and let us well conſider th 
nature of it, which we ſhall come the be 
ter to underſtand, by removing from i 
whatſoever we account troubleſome in th 
life, For it is eafter to find what it is nal 
rather than what 1t 1s. And yet it 1s {| 
to ſale. Thou mayeſt buy it if thou wilt 
Thou ſhalt not need to be much trouble 
or turmoiled about it, for the greatne 
of the price. The price 1s whatſoeve 
thou haſt, and no more, Never examilt 
what thou haſt, but conſider what tho 
art, It is worth thy buying, though tho 
giveſt thy ſelf for it. Give thy - ſelf, ant 
thou ſhalt have it. What? Art thou t 
ſell thy ſelf? Art thou to buy thy felt 
Behold, ſuch as thou art, 1t thou canſt by 
content to give thy ſelf thou ſhalt hav: 
it. But thou wilt be ready to ſay 1t ma 
be, Alack ! I am a wicked Man ; = 
ucl 
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a4 Wuch a Man perhaps will not be received 

for good payment - If thou beeſt not al- 
e[fcally good, do but give thy ſelf, and by 
fo doing thou ſhalt become good, and go 

1 [For current, Do but make a faithful pro- 
\,Faniſe to give thy ſelf ; and this ſhall make 

q;{hee good : And being made good, thou 

Ekict a price of thy ſelf good enough: And 

tih&hou ſhalt have, as I ſaid, not only health, 

Fafety, life, and ſuch like as ſhall have an 

higend 3 but alſo thou ſhalt be freed from 

- Fnany miſeries : Thou ſhalt neither be 
ye ldvcaried, nor ſtand in need of reſt, thon 

alt neither hunger, nor thirſt, neither 

e{ſ{ncreaſe nor decreaſe, neither grow young 

{or wax old, becauſe there 15 no being 

, cF$orn therez for there is full growth and 

©. Ftature, and the entire and perfe&t number 

pf years. There is no number like unto 

Jt : Foras it hath no need of being aug- 

ented, ſo'is there no need of being dimi- 

iſhed. Behold what excellent things are 

poken of 1t / And yet I cannot come near 

elling thee what it is, or what good things 

re treaſured up 1n it : For, 1t is written, 
ye hath not ſeen, nor ear heard, neither 

bath it entred into the heart of Man, 2 Cor. 

n IE- 9: " And how ſhould my mouth be able. 

r Wo utter what the heart of Man is not able Mt 
1" Mo conceive 2 | 6: 
""E And becauſe we. have .gone alon * 

N 


and 
ſuc throug 


m Þ 


Wilt 
1bled 
tne 
JeVe 
Milk 
tho 
tho 
And 
Ju t 
ſelf Þ 


264 The ninth Conſideration 


through St. Augu/tine's Books, as it were 
through ſo many pleatant Gardens, and Þ 
are now brought at length to the Celeſtial Þ | 
Paradiſe, let us ſeal and confirm what hi- » 
therto hath been ſpoken by the teſtimony Þ| *!: 
of the ſame Father. If we were every 
day, faith he, to ſuffer all torments, yea ÞÞ - 
the torments of Hell it ſelf, and that for yy 
a long time together, to the end that we ws 
might behold Chriſt in his Glory, and a: 
have communion and fellowſhip with the Þ'* 


Saints; were it not worth our pains and Þ 
ſufferings! who would not ſuffer any ſor- _y 
row to be made partaker of ſo much good, by 


and fo great Glory ? Let the Devils then ©. 
lie in wait for me, let them aſſault with 
temptations 3 'Jet my body be brought 
down with faſting, let my tlefh be kept un- 
der with preſſure ; let me be wearied with 
labours, let my moiſture be dried up with 
watching 3 let one Man clamour againſt 
me, let another diſquict me, let me be. 
bowed together with cold,let me-be ſet on 
fire with heat 3 let my conſcience murmur, 
let my_ head ake, let my breaſt be inftla- 
med,let my itomach be troubled with ven- 
"Rolitics, let my countenance wax pale and 
bleak, let me be full of . inirmities 3 let 
my life conſume. away with grief, and my 
years with mourning : let rottenneſs. en- 
ter into my. bones, and let it fpring/up like 
a 
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} 2 Fountain under my feet ; let all theſe 
| miſeries come upon me, ſo that I may 
| have reſt and conſolation in the day of tri- 
 bulation, and aſcend up unto the people 
of the Lord. For, What ſhall be the Glo- 
ry of the juſt, and how great ſhall the joy 
of the Saints be, when every face ſhall 
ſhine as the Sun ! When the Lord ſhall 
begin to reckon up his people in their di- 
ſtint orders, in his Fathers -Kingdom 
1and when he ſhall render unto every Man 
laccording to his works, the rewards which 


Earthly, and Eternal for Temporal, 

Think therefore upon the days of old, 
and call to mind the years which are yet 
for to come. Think upon Eternity, O 
Man, think upon Eternity 3 think upon 


: he Eternity of Torment, and the Eternity 
; of Joy, which 1s to follow after this ſhort 
« Wife ended, and I dare warrant thee, 


hou wilt never complain of any Adverſity; 
hou wilt never let flip out of thy mouth 
uch a word as this, This 7s too grievors, or, 


p Thou wilt, I dare fay, count all .things 
+ [Elie and tolerable whatſoever can happen 


d. a 
It is reported by Fohn Moſchus of one 
oa Olympius, 


he hath promiſed, that 1s, Heavenly for. 


This is intolerable, or, This is too hard: 


n this life, and thou wilt never be betteg - 
leaſed, than when thou art moſt afflict- | 
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through St. Augy/tines Books, as it were 
through ſo many plcatant Gardens, and 

are now brought at length to the Caeleſtial 

Paradiſe, let us ſeal and confhrm what hi- 

therto hath been ſpoken by the teſtimony 

of the fame Father. If we were every 
day, ſaith he, to ſuffer all torments, yea 

the torments of Hell it ſelf, and that for 

a long time together, to the end that we 

might behold Chriſt in his Glory, and 

have communion and fellowthip with the 

$1ints; were it not worth our pains and 

ſufferings! who would not ſuffer anyAor- 

fow to be made partaker of ſo much good, 

and fo great Glory ? Let the Devils then 

tie in wait for me, let them ailault with 

temptations 3 let my body be brought 

down with faſting, let my tJ={h be kept un- 

der with preſſurc ; let me be wearied with 

labours, let my moiſture be dried up with 

watching 3 let one Man clamour againſt 

me, let another diſquict me, let me be 

bowed together with cold,let me te fect on 

fire with heat ; let my conſcience murmur, 

let my head ake, let my breaſt be inija- 

med,let my itomach be troubled with ven- 

Totitics, let my countenance wax pale and 
bleak, let me be full of infarmities ; lt 
my life conſume away with grief, and my 
years with mourning : let rottenneſs en- 
ter into my bones, and let 1t fpring up like 
a 


| 4 Fountain under my feet ; let all theſe 
| miſerics come upon me, fo that I may 
| have reſt and conſolation 1n the day of tri- 
| ulation, and aſcend up unto the people 
| of the Lord. bor, What ſhall be the Glo- 
| ry of the juſt, and how great ſhall the joy 
of the Saints be, when every face ſhall 
| ſhine as the Sun ! When the Lord ſhall 
| begin to reckon up his people in their di- 
ſtint orders, in his Fathers -Kingdom 
and when he ſhall render unto every Man 
according to his works, the rewards which 
'he hath promiſed, that 15, Heavenly for 
Earthly, and Eternal for Temporal, 
| Think therefore upon the days of old, 
and call to mind the years which are yet 
for to come. Think upon Eternity, O 
Man, think upon Eternity 3 think upon 


the Eternity of Torment, and the Eternity 
+ ef Joy, which 1s to follow after this ſhort 
- Wife ended, and I dare warrant thee, 


thou wilt never complain of any Advertiity; 
thou wilt never let ſlip out of thy mouth 
ſich a word as this, This 7s too grievors, or, 
Tis is intolerable, or, This tis too hard : 
Thou wilt, I dare fay, count all .things 
catie and tolerable whatſoever can happen 
in this life, and thou wilt never be betteg 
leaſed, than when 'thou art moſt affiict- 
ed, s 
| It is reported by Fohn Moſchus of one 
N 2 Olympius, 


Þ 
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Olympius, an old Man of ſingular patience 
( who lived cloyſtered up in a Monaſtery 
near unto Fordan) that he had his mind fo 
bent and fixt continually upon Eternity, 
that he had ſcarce any ſence or feeling at 
all of any temporal ſorrow or miſery. For, 
{as he goes on with his ſtory) upon a time, 
as it happened, a certain Religious Man 
turned out of his way to viſit him, and 
finding him in a dark Cell, a place, as he 
thought, uninhabitable by reaſon of heat 
and ſwarms of Gnats and other Flies not | 
without much admiration ſpake thus unto | 
him. And canſt thou, Olympins, endure Þ- 
to live in ſuch a cloſe Room, ſo exceeding Þ 
hot, and fo much pretied with Gnats, and 
fwarms of flies ? But what did O/ympiu: Þ 
anſwer ? And doſt thou wonder at this ! Þ 
I tell thee, my Son, all theſe are but light F 
mattcrs : I count them tolerable, that fo Þ 
{ may cſcape Eternal torments, which Þ 
are intolerable. I can endure to be ſtung 
by Gnats, that ſo I may not feel the ſting F 
of Conſcience, and the gnawing of the Þ: 
worm that never dieth. This heat which Þ 
thou fo complaineſt of I can ſuffer eaſily, Þ 
when I think upon the Eternal Fire of Hell, 
which is unſufferable. Theſe troubles, if [F 
may fo call them, are but ſhort, and ſhall 
haveanend ; but the torments in Hell are 
without end, Whereupon faid the _ : 
ci 


Pr 


it, 


”= * 
{4 wu 9; 685 Br get : ao wa bg 
Jah PF ER N 3 FR : 
Ons - OI oh Pn OCR aus 
CIT 7 ang ELL, +. 


ky 


RE 
ont Ve 
Ls 
Home. 
ib 
tho 26 ae: 


ay” x (OIIEEY 
Ee Kr. 2 
”: oy, oe LK 
—_ F, Ec Pl n 
: X" co 
F224 s WS & 


es SO The : PE” LT 
OT GEES OS hy 3e FT" F # 28 APP 26 2 
Te g _ r > ho n + wv J S X 4 T_ wa - . _E > 
nn nog, wt : AC pp Retees gn Oe, 2+ ENS, 4 A Soewewen: SR A... .,, 
G4 © _— oo \s 


Xid>Þ 
£30 


- <q SB 

, ho ied 
Sos 
6 wo BY 
ADH eta 


_ 
LO 


"= HY > Ad 
— > 
* Ny. una 23354 «= 
| : 
—— —_ 


©, Ib => me & OO OO" WR mn i er ER 


upon Eternity. 267 


Certainly, Olympizs, thou art lead by the 
ſpirit of wiſdom and truth ; fo wiſely and 
truly haſt thou anſwered.” I would there 


were more of thy mind, that would think 


thus ſerioully upon theſe things 3 then ccr- 
tainly there would be more than there are 
now adays, that would after thy example 
patiently ſuffer and endure all things. 


CHAP. II. 
The concluſion of all. 


the-moſt Famous for his skill 
amongſt all the Antient Painters 
that we have heard of, was obſerved to be 
very {low at his work, and to let no piece 
of his go abroad into the World to be ſeen 
of Men, till he had turned it over,and over, 
this fide and that fide, again and again, to- 
ſee if he could ſpy any fault in it : And be- 
ing upon a time asked the reaſon why he 
was fo curious, why fo long in drawing his 
lines, and fo flow 1n the uſe of his Pencil, 
he made this anſwer, TI am long a doing 
whatſoever I take in hand; hecauſe what I 
Paint, I Paint for Eternity. And thus. 


» ſtands the caſe with all, we Paint alſo for 

Eternity. Whatſoever we do, it ſo belongs 

* unto Efernity, that a Man may truly fay of. 
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it tizus, I write, T rcad, I ſing, I pray, 
f labor, whatſoever I. do, whatſoever |] 
fiy, vhatſoever 1 think, all is for Etern;- 
fy, Now if this be the nature of our 


thoughts, words and” deeds, 1f they ſhall 


Teuain for all Eternity, we had -riced have 
a care what we think, ſpeak or do; it 
C2L.Cerns us to look avout us, to mind our 
butt, not to go negligently and ficepily 
about our work, not to let any thing go 
ouc of our: hands rude and imperfe&t, but 
to po!tth and perfect it with all the care, 
8&1], ard 1ndufiry that we can uſe. We 
PaintAith Zeuxis for Eternity. When 
we have done our works, they are preſent- 
ly. tranſmitted to Eternity, to be viewed by 
a moſt judicious and all-ſecing eye, that 


no fault can eſcape 3 and being viewed 


and cenſured, they are to be committed 


either to be Etcrnally puniſhed, or Etcr- 
| |nally rewarded. 


What I have ſaid betore, 
I Fere ſay again, becauſe it cannot be 
taid too often, though I ſhould ſay it a 
thouſand times 3 whatſoever we think; 
ſpeak, ordo, onee thought, ſpoke, or donc, 
it is Eternal, it abideth for ever. 

Will you hear what St. Gregory ſaith ? 
In all our aftions we muſt uſe great care 
and circumſpction, we muſt well weigh 
and confider with our ſclves, what 1t 5 
that we take in hand, and to what end - 7 


» IS a 
- 
4 >; 
4 . Pe 


upon Eternity. 
do it, that our minds b2 not ſet upon any 
thing that is Temmporul, but upcn thoſe 
things which are Eternal. Therefore in 
all thy ations labour to be perfect. Pray 
for Eternity, ſtudy for Etermty, ſuffer for 
Eternity, contend for Eternit , labour for 
Eternity, So live to God , that thou 
mayeſt live with God; fo live on Earth, 
that thou raayelt live in Heaven 3 fo 
hve for Eternit;, that thou maycit ,live to 
Eternity. 

Hear alſo what St. Bernard ſit. Oar 
works do not paſs away as ſoon as they are 
done ( as they may fcem to do ) vut as 
Secds ſown in time they riſe up to all Efer- 
nity. The fooliſh Man which hath noo un- 
derſtanding,will wonder to fee ſuch a plen- 
tiful increaſe riſe up of ſuch little Seeds, 
be it good or be it cvil, according to tlie 
nature of the Seed which is ſown. But he 
that 1s wiſe will ponder theſe things, and 
count no #19 little: For he hath an eye ſtill 
not to that which tis preſent, but to that 
which is to come; not to that which 1s 
ſown, but to that which is reaped ; not to 
that which is done in time, but to that 
which remains to all Eternity. 

Oh the dangerous and miſerable mad- 
nefs of the Sons of Alam ! God created 
us unto the poſleſfion of Infinite and E-- 
ternal goods : And why are we carried 
4 | tnen: 
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then with the whole bent of our affetions, 
to thoſe things which are flitting and va- 
niſhing 9 God made us heirs of Heaven 
and Eternal poſſeſfions : And why do we 
ſo miſerably 1ntangle our ſelves in our va- 
nitics, and rur. headlong to deſtruction ? 
Let us be wiſe in time, let us look well to 
our ſteps, let us make ſpeed on the way of 
Eternity : Let us fo live that we may live 
to Eternity. The way thither 1s ſhort and 
narrow, but the term thereof is very 
large. 

But O miſerable and: fooliſh Men that 
we are ! We fain would obtain Eternal 
fife, but we are loth to tread in the way 
that leads to it :. We fain would be there; 
but we will not take pains to go thither, 
Every Man defircs to be bletled. There 
35 no- Man, faith St. Auzuftine, of what 
condition or degree ſoever he be, but 
have a defire after that life which is bleſſed 
for ever. Therefore that life is the com- 
mon Haven at which all Men defire to ar- 
rive; but all Men know not how to ſteer 
their courſe aright. It 1s a thing which all 
Men without controverſie would fain pot- 
ſeſs ; but how to compaſs it, what courſe 
to take, which way to go, that 15 the 
point they cannot agree upon. We may 
{cek it long enough upon Earth ; and 1t 15 
a Queſtion, whether we ſhall eyer find it 

Oi 


Real oowowuo fo ac  T, 


a 


pon Eternity. 27® 


or no. Not that I condemn the ſecking of. 
it, but the not ſeeking of it in the right. 


place. One is of opinion that the Soldiers. 


life is moſt. blefſed.. But another denies 
that, and fays, the life of the Husband- 
man 1s moſt blefſed. And again, this an- 
other denies, and ſays, that the Lawyers 
life 1s moſt blciled ; and he gives his rea- 
ſon for it : For the Lawyer is worſkipped- 
by the people, and is much ſought unto, 
he 1s cvcr taking of Fees and pleading 
Cauies, 

And again, this another denies, and 
ſayes, the judges life is moſt blefled : For 


he hath powcr of hearing cauſes and de-- 


ciding them. And yet again, another de-- 
nies this, and ſays, the Merchants life 15. 
molt blefled : For he ſees divers Countries, 
learns many fathions, gathers together: 
much Wealth. You fſce, dearly beloved, 
1a ſo many ſeveral kinds of lives there is. 
not any one to be found, that will pleaſe. 
all. But the life blefled for.ever, that 1s it. 
which pleaſeth all. 

Bleiledneſs therefore is not to: be expe-- 
ftcd here, but is to be ſought for elſewhere,. 
and never to be. found out, but.-by a good: 
and godly death.. Ungodly Men them-- 
{clves deiire to die the death of the.Godly,. 
but they wil not live the life of the. Godly :: 
For ta die well is the way to. felicity 3. but; 
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ty live well is matter of labour 3 and yet 
that is-not to be- obtained without this. 
Eternity depends upon death, and there is 
no dying well without living well, Chuſe 
v. hich thou wilt, life or death, If thou 
Iiveſt well, thou canſt not but dye well ; 
aid 1t ſhall be well with thee for ever; If 
tou liveſt not well, thou canſt not hope 
to die well, but it will = 11] with thee for 
evcr. 

Not many years 220 a Man of a good 
Houſe, having more wit in his head, than 
| Reitgion in his heart, being asked what he 
thought of the ſtrict lives of the Religious, 
ahd the looſe lives of the licentious, witich 
he eſteemed beſt, anſwered thus, i could 
with to live like the licentious, but to aye 
itke the Religious. Some wit there migit 
he 1n his anſwer, but T am ſure there was 
little Religion in it. He had ſpoke like a 
Chriſtian Man, if hc had ſaid thus, T defire 
to live the life of the Religious, that my 
end may be like his. Balaam could lay, 
Let me die the death of the righteous, and let 
iny laſt end be like his, Numb. 23, Io, But 
he had aid a great deal better, if he had 
faid thus, Let me live the life of the rizhte- 
0:45, that Tinay die the death of the righteous, 
and that my laſt end may be [ihe his. Yor 
whoſocyver liveth the lie: of the Gcdly, 


{hall te ſure to die the death of the God! + 
An 
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And whoſoever liveth the life of the un- 
godly, ſhall be ſure to die the deatit of the 

unzodly : Once he ithall die, but that once 
ſhall -be always, and that t always for eyer 
aud evcr. 

A certain Soldicr being called in queſtt- 
on by Lamachis a Centurion, for fome 
miſdemeanour or other committed in the 
Camp, caricitly detired pardon for that 
once, and promiſed never to offend 11 the 
ike kind again ; But tre Centurion made 
him this anſwer, In bello, bone vir, non 
licebit bis peccare : Oh Sir, know you thits 
mucin, there is no offending in War twice. 
But in death ( alas! ) there 1s no offend- 
ing once ; there 15 no hope of pardon, 
once deid and always dead. He that dies 
vice 1!!, 15 damned for ever. There is no 
returmag again to life, to amend what 15 
done amiſs, There 15s no appealing from 
the ſeatence of condemnation, 1f 1it be 
once pailed, As death leaves a Man, fo 
a6 hndcth him; and as judgment 
leaves lum; ſo Eternity fndeth him. 

It is the ſaying of Iphicrates, that it is a 
{name for an Emperour at any time to ſay 
with the fool, Non -putaram, IT did nat: 
tnk 7+ ; But it is a greater ſhame. for. a 
Chriſtian Man-to fay, Non putdram,. 1-did 
at think there had been ſuch a difference: 
Letiveen a chaſt life, . avd a — 
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274 The ninth Conſideration 
life, 1 did nt think that Erernity was to 


Ttollow after this life, I did ny think that 


{ ſhould have died ſo ſuddenly. Alas ! 
al4s ! How fleepily do we go about the 
vuiineſs of Eternity / Whereas the nature 
of this mortal life of ours is ſuch, that we 
cannot be certain at any time that we ſha'l 
irye' for any time, no-not ſo much as for 
oite minute, when as we know for certain 
that we muſt- depart from hence, and yet 
arc moſt uncertain at what: hour we ſhall 
drpart; and when that hour ſhall come, 
then aiſo we ſhall ſeem not fo much to 
hivc lived, as to have poſted unto death in 
a moment, Here we are but as ſojourners 
7 a ftrange Land, and not as Citizens in 
our own Country 3 we are but Tenants at 
will, and not Free-holders Will we, nill 
wc, we muſt depart, For here we have n» 
emtinuing City, but we ſcek one to come, 
Heb. 13. 14+ 
| The holy Prophet Baruch asketh this 
queſtion, Where are the Princes of the Hea- 


#22n become, and fuch as ruled the Beaſts. 


upon the Earth, that hoarded up Silver and 
Gold, and made no end of their getting ? 
Baruch 3.16, 17. Do they retain and 


keep their Kingdoms and thetr. glory {till ? 
Not ſo; For thus faith the Prophet, an- 
fwering his own queſtion, They are wvanifh- 
8d, and gone dan to the Grave, and. others 
| | are 
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are come up in their ſteads. They are vaniſh- 


ed, ſaith the Prophet ; For they were but 


ſojourners and no Citizens; they are gone 
and others are come up in their ſteads ; their 
Houſcs are let out to others, and they are 
caſt out themſelves, and gone down to the 
Grave.But if the queſtion be asked again, 
Where are the Princes of Heaven, whoſe 
dwelling is above the feventh Sphere, 
where are they ? It may be anfwered like- 


wiſe, that-They are alſo vaniſhed, and others. 


are come up in their ſfteads ; but they are 
tranſlated to the Kingdom of Heaven, 
there to abide for ever, without all fear of 
being diipolleſſed. 

Let us Crown our felves with Roſe-bud's, 
43/4. 2. 8; Sing thoſe Men of moſt looſe 


and deplorable lives. Why with Roſe-. 


them is gone in one day, and they are wi- 
thered : And ſuch fading Crowns do beſt 
become thoſe which ſhall ſhortly perith. 
But as for: the Blefled, it is not ſo with 
them, but they are Crowned with Jewels 
and prectous Stones, whoſe beauty never 
fadeth. The Woman mentioned in the 
Revelation had upon her head a Crown, not 
of Roſe-buds of the Garden, not of Jew- 
els of the Sea, but of the Stars of -Heaven.. 
As then the Heavenly orbs are incorrupti- 
ale, fo likewiſe they. that inhabit them are: 
UEOF=. 


buds ? Becauſe the beauty the ſmell of 
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tncorruptible, they, are not ſubjet to any 
change, they are immortal. Toe Kizhte- 
ous live for evermore, Wiſd. 5. 15. All 
worldly things arc tranlitory, but heavenly 
things are everlaſting Here are we 
ried with labour, but there thall we be 
refreſhed with Eternal reſt. Why do we 
ſcek for reſt before our labour is ended ? 
We are yet upoa the Stage :. Thcrcftore 
we muſt act our parts. We have to deal 
ich potent Enemies 3 then fore we muſt 
be alwzycs prepared to #1sht :; We are 
ſtill in our race ; therefore we mult hold 
out to the lift, Let us then fo ict 


WW Cil- 


rt CUT 


parts, that the Angels may rcjoy.ce to tx 


ſpetatours : Let us fo Fight that we may 
lect us fo run, that we 


Wwcll. ſaith St. Gregory, if we well cont 
CS wh it and how grea! 
things are promiſed unto us 10 Heaven, all 
thin; Ss on Earth will feem vile unto us 

what tongue can furcicntly expres, 


or what heart” concertve, how great the 


305's bc in that City wh ich is 2bove ? Where 
we ſhall bear a a part 1a the heaven! y Nome 


with Angels eycrmore laudins and Sai 

God ; where we thall be in Gods 5 preſet; cc, 
and ſee him facc to face; where we On 
behold light incompre! henfible 3 wha | 
ſhall have the priviledge of hcaventy Saints 
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and Citizens, to be for ever incorruptible, 


Methinks I find my mind inflamed and ſet 
on Firc, whileit I am ſpeaking of theſe 
jovs, and mcethinks it ſhould ſet on fire all 
that hear. it. .Methinks it ſhould fo work 
upon vs a!l, that even now we thould moſt 
carnetiiy 2 2nd arde ntly dctire to be there, 
where we hope to be for ever hercafter. 
But thus much we muſt know, that there 
'S N9 coming | there without much labour: 
It mot I, but Paul the Preacher that 
ſaith 1t, A Man is not Crowned, except he 
ſtrzve lawfully, 2 Tim. 2. 5, Lect then the 
greatneſ: of tn2 reward encourage us and 
pricsz us forward ; and Jet not th e labour 
and pains, the ſhort labour, and the little 
Pains, hinder us 'or keep us back. We 
muſt go on, and we mult go on with per- 
{ycrance; we muſt not fo much conſider 
the roughncſs of the way, as the bletled 
Eternity which 1s the end thereof, And 
this the ſame holy Father declares moſt 

excclicently, ſaying, Tis 15 a ſpecial badg 

and cognizance of the- ele, that they 


[2 now how to carry themſelves in the way 
| of this preſent life in ſuch manner, 
| by the certainty of hope they are afſured, 
| that they have attained unto a great pitch, 
| inaſmuch as they ſee all tranſitory things 
| tar beneath them, and for the love of 


that- 


Eternity trample all ſublunary things un- 


der. 
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278 The ninth Conſideration 
der their fect. And. this is 1t which the 
Lord ſpeaketh by the mouth of hs holy 
Prophet, ſaying unto every ſoul that fol- 
loweth him, 7 w?ll lift thee up abrve the high 
places of the Earth, * For as for lofles, re- 
proacnes, poverty , diſgracc, and ſuch 
like, theſe are, as I may ſo call them, 
the lower places of the carth, which the 
tovers of this World, as they walk through 
the plain of the broad way, do not love to 
come near, but keep off as far as is poſſi- 
bie. But as for gain and profit, the fawn- 
ing and flattering of inferiors, abundance 
of riches, honours, and places of dignity, 
theſe are the high places of the carth, 
which whoſoever 1s worldly-minded, and 
hath ſetled his affections on things here bc- 
low, he, I ſay, efteemeth highly ; becauſe 
to him they ſeem great : But whoſoever is 
hcavenly-minded, and hath ſetled his aft- 
fetions on things above, he, I fay, c- 
 fteemeth them not ; becauſe to him they 
feem what*they are, that is, vile and baſe, 
$47: | Forasit 1s with a Man going up a high Þ 
=; | Mountain, ftill. the higher he gocs, the 
©7:: | Iower he fees the carth beneath him : So 
' it 1s with him whoſe converſation is in Hea- 
' ven; the higher he mounts from the earth 
| with the wings of pious cogitations, the 
farther he flies from the. earth. with the 
wings of his affeCtions. He knows that - 
| ts 
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therefore his thoughts and affections are 
altogether upon another World. This 1s 
the Man that 1s /ifted up above the high places 
of the Earth, 

You have heard what St. Gregory ſaith ; 
It will not be amiſs in the next place to 
hear likewiſe what St. Auzuitine ſaith, 
What 1s that? It is a Leiſon worth our 
learning. That which we muſt loſe, ſaith 
he, one time or other upon neceflity, 1t is 
wiſdom to diſtribute abroad in time, that 
we may purchaſe thereby the reward of 
Eternity. Moſes lived long 1n- 


deed, he lived in health ; but Deut. 
at length he died, Methuſelah 34. 5. 
lived longer than he ; but it fol- Gen. 5. 
lows, And he died. This 1s, or 27. 


ſhall be every mans Epitaph, 

Et mortus. eſt, And he died. For we muſt 
needs die, and are as water ſpilt upon the 
ground, 2 Sam.. 14. 14. But the foul 1 
mmortal, it is Eternal, it ſhall live for 
ever, .cither. in Eternal glory, or elſe 1n 
Eternal torments, Here our lot is caſt in 
which Eternity we ſhall have part, and 
Oh blefſed Eter- 
nity, oh Eternal bletſedneſs ! How comes 


| 1t to paſs that ſeldom or never we think 
; upon thee; or if we do at any time, we 
| Co. it but upon the by ? How comes it to 
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paſs, that we do not labcur more for thee, 
that we do not ſeck for thee, that we arc 
hot ſolicitous for rhee. O Lord God, 0- 
= thou our eyes, that we may ſee and 
now what Eternity is, both that of glor 

and that other of torment, and how ih 
nite both ; how bleiiced the one, a:d | y 
m:fcrable the other, Thou haſt create 

us uito thee, thou hat created us unty9 
Eternity . For thou art Eternity, Thoy 
wouldcſt have us be partakers of thy Eter- 


mit 5 Lord, let 1t be according to thy will, 
1 "Thou he | {aid It 3 Lord, let it be accord- 


19g to thy. word Thou haſt promiſed ; 
Lord, mke 200d thy -promiſe 5 Make us 
partakz=rs of thy Eternity, Grant tht we 
may ſycnd the ſhort momeat of tine 
granted to us here 11 this life 3 Grant, we 
beſcech thee, that we inay fpead It th 
ſuch a Reii-ious and Godly manner, as 
Men that labour for Eternmty, contend for 
Eternity, fuifer for Erzrnity. To this end 
cauſe thy Miniitcrs ofren to call upon us 
to think fill upoi Efermty 5 make us call 
one upon another in every place to think 
upon Eternity, that ſo by thy mercy we 
may Reign with thee, O Eternity, and as 
may be kept from 
perithing everlaſting! = Hear this ye Chrt- 
ſtians all, hear 1t n—_— *agans, hear 1t ve 


hear 1t ye Germans, 
boar 
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hear 1t ye French, hear it ye Englifh, yea, 
let all the World hear it. There can be no 
ſufficient ſecurity, where there zs danger of 
loanz Eternity. 

Oh long, Oh profound, Oh bottomlets, 
Oh Eternal Erernity / Bleſſed are they, O 
Lord, that dwell in thy Hauje , they ſhall be 
ſtill praiſing thee, Pſal. 84. 4. They fhall 
praiſe thee throughout infinite myriads of 
AvCS, | 

Mhjes being near unto his death, com- 
mending unto God 1n his Prayers his peo- 
ple Jae! ; and bleffing them, thus took 
his leave of the Tribe of Aſher, and ſaid, 
Let Ajher be blefged with Children ;, let him 
be acceptable to his Brethren, and let him 
dip his foot in Oyl. Thy ſhoes ſhall be Tron 
and braſs ; and as thy days, fo ſhall thy 
ſtrength be. There is none lihe unto the God 
of Jelurun, who rideth upin the Heaven in 
thy help, and in his excellency on the Shy, 
The Eternal God is the refuge, and under 
neath are the everlaſting arms, Deut. 33. 24, 
25, 26, 27. Thus God ſtretcheth forth 
the arms of his power throughout Heaven 
infinitely : And by his arms all the World, 
all time, and all things in the World are 
directed, guided and governed. So God 
from the beginning, yea, from the F'er- 
nity of his predcſtination, hath carricd in 


| bis breaſt all the Godly, and doth protect 


them. 
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282 The ninth Conſideration 


St. Kierome, no Jabour muſt ſeem hard, 


a 5 wa. > a PIE”. 
" oben tie = 2 


— — 


them daily and hourly, and as it were em- 
bracet!l; them with his arms. Afﬀcend 
therefore, O my Soul, and have no more 
to do with earth and clay. Stretch forth 
thy ſelf, and aſcend up unto him that ri- 
deth upon the Heavens 3. aſcend up unto 
thy God; whoſe dwelling 1s in the higheſt 
Mountains, thoſe Mountains of Eternity : 
There ſhalt thou fit in ſafety, and beho!d 


 theearth beneath : and fo ſhalt thou plain- 


ly perceive how little and of none eſtecm 
ail things are here below , which now 
either ſolicite thee with love , or ter- 
rifte thee with fear ; thou ſhalt plainly per- 
ceive what a ſmall thing it 1s, whatſoever 
15 contained within the Centre of the World, 
that little Globe or point of earth ; thou 
ſhalt plainly perceive how that all thingy. 
created are vain, weak, ſhort, wile, yea, 
vanity it ſelf, yea, rather meer nothing in. 
reſpett of God and of Eternity. There- 
fore ſeek thou after the only ttue and fo- 
veraign good, and regard not other things. 


Truſt in God, rely on him, open thy heart 


wide to entertain htm 3 tread under the 
feet of thy affeftions whatſoever is under 
the Sun and Moon, whatſoever allureth 


thee with fmiles, or terrifieth thee with. 


frowns, think upon Eternity, and always 
keep in mind that- excellent ſaying of 


no 
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” To time muſt ſeem long, all the while we 
are ſecking atter Eternal glory. 


ol __ 
AG 46 06/7 52 


upon Eternity, 263 


It is reported by St. Merome, that there 


| was upon A time a certain Camel haunted 


by an evil Spirit, which being brought be- 


: fore Hilarion, a devout and godly Man, 
| began to rage in ſuch a ſtrange and terrible 


| manner, as if it would preſently have de- 
| voured him : But the Holy Man nothing 


| afraid, ſpake thus unto the evil Spirit, 
| Do not think to fright me, thou evil Spirit, 
| although that' thou haſt got a Camel on 


thy back 3 it 15 all one to me whether thou 
comeſt 1n a Camels skin, or in a Foxes 
kin : And preſently the fierce Camel fell 
down before him, and became very tame 


and gentle, to the great laughter of all 
| thoſe that ſtood by. Such are all flatte- 
ries, fawnings, allurements, and tenta- 
| tions of this World ; ſuch are all fears, 
| frowns, frights, and terrors. What dof 
| thou hope for ? What doſt thou fear ? 
| What doſt thou love ? He that rideth up- 
; on the Heavens 1s thy helper ; he ſhall 
| embrace thee with his everlaſting arms. 
| With thoſe arms of his he is able to fetter 
| all thine Enemies, whether they fawn or 
| frown upon thee; he 1s able at a beck to 
| ſqueeze them in pieces like ſo many flies, 
and break them in pieces .like a Potters 
| Veflel, Dofh the pleaſure then of luſt, 
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284 The ninth ( onfuderation 


or gluttony,or intemperance ſollicite thee ? 
That 1s nothing : Be not moved at it, paſs 
it by, regard 1t not; think rather upon the 
pleaſures which are Eternal. Art thou 
terrified with threats, oppretſed with fſor- 
rows, patled by with contempt, affiitcd 
with ſickneſs, tired out with poverty ? All 


theſe are a matter of nothing. The more. 


violent theſe are, the ſhorter while they 
will laſt : Deſpiſe them, lift up thine eycs 
wnto he Hills, from whence cometh thy 
help, look up to Heaven, think upon Eter- 
hity, Tere ſhall no evil happen unto the juſt, 
Prov. 2. 21. 


Horat. St frattus illabatur orbis, 
Carm. Impavidum ferient ruing. 
fib. 3. 

The juſt Man ſhall mt be afraid. 


0d. 3. 
| Thnogh Heaven fall upon his head, 


Therefore the juſt Man 1s never ſorrow- 


ful : no tribulation doth ever affault him, 
| But are not the tribulations of the juſt ma- 


ny? Yea, but yet they make nothing of 
them. That only they count evil which 
1s Eternal, which ſeparatcth; a Man from 
God, as 1in doth, and eternal death which 
15 the wages of fin. The Preacher of the 
Gentiles bids us Loh not at (hings which 
are ſecn, but at the things which are not 
| ſeen, 
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Even. w hy ſo ! ? For 11th he, The things 
” 7 bich are ſeen are temporal, but the things 
| whicy are not jeen are Eternal. The things 
E which are not ſeen, the things which are 
LEtcrnal, thoſe are the things which are 
Lrcat indeed, whether they | be good, or 


whetlicr they be evil. 

But whileft we look only at the things 
which are ſcen, and ſeldom or never at 
the things which are not ſeen, what do 
we make of our ſclves but great and fooliſh 
Boys ? Great, but yet fooliſh ; at thebeſt 
but Boys. If the Ice fall out of our hands, 
we preſently fall a crying, and yet that is 
ſuch a thing that we cannot hold long : We 


are frighted at ſhadows, and dream of 
Ereat matters; we ſpend our ſelves on 
luch things as not only ſhall ſhortly paſs 
away for certain, but are already paſſing 
pway : For 1t is not ſaid, The fizure, or 
» faſhion of this World Fm "all paſs away, 
of. Future © 1 Cor. 7. 31. But, The 
[hon of this World paſjeth” away, in the 
reſent. It 15 paiſing away already, As 
|| tne goods winch we enjoy here are but 
rantitorr, fo all the evils which we ſuffer 
reare but travfitory 3 that cannot con- 
nue long. Thoſe things which are not 
n, and thoſe only have a permanent 
ate,they know no end,they have no term, 
ey are not ſubject to any change, they 
are 
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| member your ſelves. 
| every Man living; we are on our way to 
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are firm, they are immoveable , they 


are Eternal. I repeat it again, what 1 
ſaid a little before, for 1t deſerves to be 
repeated a thouſand and a thouſand times; 
no labor muft ſeem hard, no time muſt 
ſeem long, all the while we are ſceking 
after Eternal Glory. 

Symphorianus, a Chriſtian young Man, 
after that he was almoſt ſcourged to death, 
as he was dragged to Execution at Augu- 


ftodunum, met his Mother upon the way ; 


But how ? Not tearing the hair from her 
head, or rending her Cloaths, or laying 


open her Breaſts, 'or making grievous la-. 
mentations, as the manner of fooliſh wo- 
men 1s to do : Butcarrying her ſelf like an 
Heroical and Chriſtian Lady. 
cried out, and called unto her Son, and 
ſaid, Son, my Son, T ſay, remember life 
Eternal, look up to Heaven, lift up thine 
eyes to him that reigneth there. 
taken from thee, but is exchanged for a better, 
At which words of his Mother, the young 
Man was fo exceedingly animated, that he 
ment willingly to Execution, and chear- 
fully like a ſtout Champion laid down his 
| head upon the block, and expoſed his 
throat to the fatal Ax. 


For ſhe 


Life is nt 


Hear this, O Chriſtians all, and re- 
This 1s the caſe of 


death; 
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death 3 we go not ſo faſt, it may be, as: 
Symphyrianus did 3 but yet we are all go. 
ing, and we have not far to go. The No-- 
ble Armies of Martyrs which are gone be- 
tore us, they call panto us from Heaven, 
and fay as the Chriſtian and couragious 
Mother ſaid unto her Son, as he was going . 
to Execution, Remember life Eternal, Inok 
up to Heaven, and lift up your eyes to him 
that reizneth there. Carry thy ſelf there-- 
fore like a Symphortzan, - whoſoever profeſ- 
ſcit thy ſelf to be a Chriſtian. Do not 
hang back, be not loth to go, withdraw 
not thy neck from the Yoke, nor thy ſhoul- 
ders from the Croſs ; be not afraid to ſuf-- 
fer for Chriſt, b2 not afraid to die for 
Chriſt, be not afraid tF cat Fire, or to 
devour the Sword for the narne of Chriſt; 
Here ſhew thy ſelf a.Man, take good cou- 
rage, pull up a good heart. And when 
thou art at any time tempted, when thou 
art grieyed, when thou art made forrows- 
ful, when thou art vexed, when thou act 
deſpiſed, when thou art made a laughing»- 
ſtock, when thou art diſgraced, when thou 
art ſpoiled of thy Goods, when it 1s. with: 
thee as it was with 7ob upon the Dunghil, . 
or, if it can be worſe, then call to mind” 
Symphorian, and a thouſand more. ſtont 
Chriſtians ſuch as he was, aftd learn of: 
them Chriſtian courage and maguanimity, -, 
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288 The Ninth Conſideration. 


and boldly and freely break forth into 
theſe words, and repeat them. often : 
Whatſoever I luffer here, 1s but a d;7- 
(um, 1t 15 but ſhort, Farewel then all the 

1d, and all the things that are —_— 
and welcome to me, thou art welcom 
ETERNITY. 


Of m—_ there 1s 


FINIS. 


